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Diſcourle Concerning 


2 COMETS; 


Bll: 
oh therein the Nature of BLAZING ST ARS 
& is E nquirea into : . 


> With an Hiſtorical Account of all the COMETS 
Y which have app-ared from the Beginning of the 
World unto this preſent Year, M, DC. LXXXIII. 


SM 
tis | I Expreſſing | 

% The Place in the Heavens, where they were ſeen, 
$7 Their Motion, Forms, Duration ;' and the Re- 
= markable Events which have followed 

£8 in the World, ſofar as they bave been 


pe by Learned Men Obſerved, 


NE | | 
- As alſo two SERMONS 
Occaſjoned by the late Blazing Stars. 


od 
$f By INCREASE MATHER, Teacher of a Church 
Fa at Bofton in New- England. 


Ni Pal. 111. 2. The works of the Lord are preat, ſouobt 
* out of all them that kave pleaſure therein, fo 4 
Amos 9,6, #7 buildeth his fories in the Heguen. 
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To the Reader. 


He Subjedt of this following Diſcourſe, now | 
offering it ſelf to thy Peruſal is one of the | 
many Jugvinrs which it hath pleaſed the Al- 
mighty Lord of Heaven and of Earth, to areat | 
of and inſiſt upon, in Drawing up and Publiſhing } 
t0 the World the great and glorious volume of bis | 
Works : inthe Margeat whereof they have beew © 
frequently piaced as Red Letters, Aſteriſms, or 
pointing Hana's, to awaken unto a more heedful 
attention and ſerious conſideration,the dead heart- 
ed ſleeping and ſecure World of Manktad. To 
promote this, the beſt and moſt bleſſed end and uſe, 
of ſuch tremendons and threatning Aſpetts of the 
higheff and moſt Dreadful Maj eſty, is the pics 
deſien of the Reverend and Learned Author, in 
compiling & publiſking this Treatiſe,& its a thou- 
ſand pities it hould not be attended to and attained 
by a People ſo circumſtanced as we, Engliſh tranſ. 
planted inte,or procreated in theſe American Dc- 
ſarts,be. The labour and pains it bath coſt the Au: 
thoy to peruſe and conſult ſo many Writers, ancient © 
& modlery, Aſtronomers, Chronologers,& Hi- 
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N To the Reader. 

F ftorians,is ſuch as will render it viry disingenions, 
not to give it agrateful and friendly reception and 
entertainment. He hath therein preſented thee 
wrth, firſt, the Theory ; ſecondly, the Hiſtory 
of Comets, commonly called Blazing Stars. 
As tothe Theory, there is (10 my underſtanding) 
ds much declared, as it bath pleaſed the Father of 
Lights and Fountain of all knowledge & wiſd me 
( hitherto ) to diſcover 0 poor ignorant Mortals ; 
viz.the reſult of the judicious thoughts of the alleſt 
and beſt accompliſied Artiſts, who upon very ma- 
#y accurate, unqueſtionably true and exac? Ob- 
ſervations, made by the help of choiceſt Tuſlru- 
ments improved by minds intenſely ſet to ſearch 
into, and find out the Myſtery and Meaning of 
thoſe abſtruſe and admirable works of him who is 
moſt High ; have drdlared whit they conceive 
moſt rationally probable. The wiſeſt of Men know 
that they und:rſtand but little part of Gods wayes 
and works ; and are not aſhamed to confeſs that 1n 
things ſo much above humane apacity they are 14. 
ther Quzriſts they Adept ifts, content 10 be i290. 
rant of what he is pleaſed as yet not to diſcover;0ur 
Authors modeſt expreſſing himſelf,*ecweth he 
wrote under the influence of ſo humbling a conſide- 


VATION. | 'H 


is 


To the Reader. 


Of thr ſecond, or Hiſtorical part of the Diſ-. 
courſe, the ſcope is, to evidenre and evince that\ *? 
Comets ure 07dinarily the forerunners of dijafte-\ * 
r0us Calamities, Miſcbiefs, & 'Maſeries, beſlyitug-. | 
to follow and fall dews 83 the heads of ſenſglefs.&.. | 
ſecure Sinners, Fortbe clearing up and jnaking* | 
cut of which, by way of indu@ion, 4 great mnalti-\ * 
tude of particular Inſtances and Examples are 
out of ſundry Authors of approved ability and 
faitbfalneſs alledged ;, who have fry t-Aeevd: ; 
their accurate obſervations of time, place, and 0 
ther circumſt auces of ſeveral Comeis in divers 
a2es, with the dreadful Revolutions, diſmal Cem- 
motions and Confuſions which followed them at 
the heels. If it be ſaid, that ſome of thoſe Peri- 
wieged Heraylds have appeared on thexthereal 
ſtage upon 4 more benign account : it may be ra- 
tionally replied, that the number of ſuch is wery 
ſmall : and that their blaſting influences, might 
be direfully operative in remoter and leſs known 
parts of the Earth. * When the hand of Heaven 
is ſeen writing MENE MENE TEKEL, &c. 
it may become the higheſt of Mortals to tremble. 
Reader, if thou art one any Whit conſiderably rai- 
ſed above the lewel of the loweſt ſort of men, thow 
wilt zot think it loſt labeur to acquaint thy ſelf * 

4  A'4 with | 


ov. 
ro 
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To the Reader. 
| withwhat 1s bere preſented : an awakening and 
| humbling is the beſt uſe thou canſ make of it; to 
| ſeett improved unto the furthering thy ſouls beſ 
; good will be che-oſt acceptable recompenſe of the 
| Pious Authors unwearted pains : That he may 
| ſee the deſired travel of his ſoul, fhall be the un- 
| ' fegncd wiſh, of him who is, 


f a Thine in the Lord, 
L Dectmb.20.16832, 


TOZN SHERMAN. 


_ 


To the Reader. 


Ome Worthy Perſons having deſired me' to _ 
Write the Hiſtory of Comets; ,I reſolved 1 
{with Divine Permiſſjon and Afitance) to . 
ſpend the ſpare hours of a few Weeksin ' 

an endeayour that way. And accordingly I have pe* * 

ruſed what Books ] could meet with, which might : 

be helpful to mein this undertaking, There is a - 
fate Author (a) who on occaſion (a) Staniflai, de | 

of the Comets ſeen Annis 1664, 65 rubjenietz 2 

hath publiſhed a large Volume, See 1hePbiloſophic. 1 

which he calls T heatrum Cometicum, Tranſafions for | 

wherein he giveth an account of all GY 3e 7 

the Comets which have been obſer- © ©9712 197% | 

ved fince Noah?s flood beirg in number 415, toge* |} 
ther with the Events, whether Profperous or Ad- ! 
verſe. Alſo Eraſmus Bartholinus hath written upos | 
thoſe Comets,which Books,1 have very much wiſhe 
ed for a ſight of, as ſuppoſing I ſhould meet with : 

Paſſages therein, that would be ſerviceable tome in 7; 

my preſent deſign : But I could not at this diſtance 

from Exrope, ſuddenly obtarh them, 
As for what concerns the Time, and other h | 
cum 


To the Reader. 


| epmſtances relating to theſe Pharomenar; I have 
” bcenchicfly bcholding to the Covieftions of 4!/te- 

| dins, Loxgementanus, Kepler, Hevelius and Ricciolus 
-- Though Rockenbachins is many times cited, I could 
| Not obtain the peruſal of his Book ( it not being in 
this American Wildern+fs ) only T take his Obter- 
vations upon truſt from Hevelins, who kath faith- 
| fully expreſſed what the other hath written, Con- 
' cerning remarkable Evonts : Beſides the Authers 
| mentioned. I have conſulted Fanccius, Ca'vifius, 

' Cluverins,and ſcycral other Hiſtorians; and if the 
Rrader pleaſe to take the pains to ſearch the Au- 
| thors quoted in the Margin, or where none is there 
| ered, if he look-into Caiviſizs and Farceins their 
' . Chrorologics he will find that things have been 
truly telated, ' As for Events which have hapned 
| in theſe late times, it is needleſs to quote any Au- 

- thor:for that which our own eyes have ſcen, or ears 
" heard. 1know (as the great Orator could fay) I 


hope that my -Jabour herein, will not be al'ogether 
| unacceptable tothe Engliſh Read-r, lince there ne- 
| Ver was yet(lo far as [underſtand jan attempt of this 
| kind, by an Exgli hand. My chief deſign, is to 
' informand edific the ordinary ſort of Readers. Yet 
Conſidering that God hath made me a debter to 
(the wiſe as well as to the weak, I have added 

-Fome things $f the nature, place , motion of Comets, 
which only ſuch as have ſome skill in A/ronomy can 


. be 


am-not borrfor my ſelf, but for others, I may 
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, underſtand; and unto ſuch, hints of that kind will | 


| Befton N. E. Dec,31. 


To the Reader, 


be both pleaſant and profirable; ſuch kind of know- 
ledge beings that which 3racition ſaith the Holy 
Patriarchs were ſome of them celighted in, Upon 
the men:io. of Hiſtorical paſſages, a v4. 5090. Abra- 
which :mply a notable accompliſh- þam docuit Mathe- 
ment of ſome Prophetiral Scrip- matcam & A4ſtrono- 
ture, I kave ( ir being very proper !7amAllt. Encyclops 
for one under my circumitarices fo £-33£6'0 On 
todo) taken ſpecial notice thereof, ſuppoſing that 
it may be inſtructive to ſome Reagers, and not un- 
grateful unto others. Theſe late years having ! 
been attended with ſeveral Comets, and there being * 
ſome who would have the World believe, there is 
no cauſe of dread when ſuch Z»ſigns amicft the * 
Heavenly Hoſt, are held up in the ſght of all the 
Earth; Ihope the publiſhing a diſcourſe on the 
preſent Subject, will not be judged unſcaſonable. 
When the Benjamites ſaw the Flame, with a Pilar 


_ of ſmoke ( ina proper and literal ſenſe) though be- | 


fore they knew not that evil was near unte them, 'yet | 
then they could not but be ſenſible of it. Zadge. 20. } 
34,40; If any be awakened with the ſight oftheſe 
Pillars of Smoke which we have ſcen flamingin 
Heaven, to prepare for whatever changes may be- | 
fallthem; And if this Treatiſe ſhall promove the : 
attainment of that end, my deſign in writing of it } 
will not be wholly fruſtrated, nor my labour in vain. 


INCREASE MATHER, | 
1682. 
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SSSSESST SYCPBREE 


Di/courſe Concerning 
COMET S- 


| : E H A P.- | 
| That Comtts are not in the Air,but jn the 


Starry Heaven, Their Origin and 
rrue matt er enquired into. 


| | 
/ | He Sentiments of learned 
1 3 Men, concerning the place 
where and the matter out 
0 of which Comets are made; 
| have been 'very various, The Peripa- 
zetick School has phanſicd them to be 
Ateteors, generated our of the Bowels 
n of the Earth, exhaled and extolled by 
the Sun to the ſupream Region of the 
-j- Air, and there ſet on Fire. Tt would 
'-|  beneedleſs andendleſs torell how Ma- \1 
ny have after Ariffotle embraced this 
fifion, bur it may not be unprofitable 
in a few words to cvince the contrary, 
| vis, That-Comers are nvt placed in 
the rf heaven or Air, 'but fare above 
it 


a In Come- 
| tographiz Lib. 
2. Page. 132s 


4 Diſcourſe 
it, in the (econd or Starry Heaven, and 
that therefore they are rather Stars 
than Meteors. 

1, That moſt learned Mathematic- + 
an Hevelizs his argument from the mo- -/| 
tion of Comets is irrefragable (a) whate- 
ver body (faith he) is moved in the 
Sreat Circle,dividing the Sphzre , an 1 
keeping fixed Poles, is certainly Ethe- 
rial and not Aereal, But this is true of 
every Cometzits diurnal or common mo- 
tiorf, is abſolved as other Czleſtial bo- 
dies arc, which cannot be ſaid ofaniy 
fort of Adeteors; yea, the motion there- 
of is exa& and regular , though at firſt 
its more ſwift, and afterwards more 


flow, yet in that incquality, thereis an 


exa@ proportion and regularity obſer- 
ved, whenas it is otherwiſe with AZeteors 
that are toſſed to and fro,and move not 


through the great Circle, The motion 


of Comets doth very much imitate not 
that of the fixed Stars, but of the Pla- 
xets, whence they are by ſome called 
Pſeudo-Plantte, and by others, Spuri- 
0:-Planets. "And the Holy Scripture 
ſcems to pive that name of P/azers to 
them, or as our Tranflacion hath it was- 
daring Stars , Fudt, 13+ Arigis TAaviTas 


2: The truth of what we aſſert, is 
; maniſcſt 


þ 


Conceymuy Coms: 
manifeſt- to:thoſe that underſtand any 
:thing in the Dofrine /ara4axe;, It is 
:An.indubicable-Maxim, that the le fs the 
Parallax the remoter the Phenomenon. 
But Comets bave a leſs Parabay than 
the Moon, which ſhews that they are 
-Sppra- Luvary Bodies, ſometimes they 
.admic of no {<nfible Parallax at all, as 


might by.many ipftances be confirmed, 


Let us: for Arguments ſake, imagine 
the ſuprecam-Region of the Fir to cx- 
tend as far as 20 Scmidjameters of the 
Earth, 4. e. 19009 Gerwan Miles 
(which it is moſt certain it doth not,ngr 
the half of one thoyſand, as anon will 
be made to appear) if the Comer (b) 
is no higher then that, there will be a 
conſiderable Parelax, Inaſmuch then, 


' as £0 many Comets there hath been no 
"Parallax, that demonſtrates their being 


elevated above 17000 Afik.' Germ. 
and conlequently as far as the Etherial 
Heayen, Therefore, 

©. 3: Learned Men of theſc later times, 
wherein light in things natural 2s well 


- 88 divine hath been admirably diſcove- 


red, have by the help of Mathematical 


Inftruments made ocular demonftrati- 


ons, that Comer arc far above this Aery 


» Heaven, wherein Animals live and 
MOVE, | 


Kepiey, 


} 00 


Fag-i60, ; 


24" Diſconvſe 
' Kepler obſerved the Blazing Star 
which was feen A.D, 1645. to be at its 
firſt appearance three times as high as 
© c 1ib.s,P.317 the Moon. * Hevelins (c) then whom no 
man was mote induſtrious and accurate 
in obſerving the Comer, A. D. 1652. 
faith that ZFa»nary the firſt it was. as 
High as the ſphere of Mercury, 7and- 


aS high as Mars, Fandary 9. as high as 
the Orb'of fapirer. It was diſtant from 
the Earth't5494.'S:T..and not only the 
Moreſubtile'Doarine of Paralaxts de- 
Monſtrates/ that Blazing Stars are be- 

.. yondthe acry Region, but other conft- 
. . Cerations alfo evinceitz'e.. g.that of its 
continuing 'fo-many hours above the 
Horizon, and being obſerved by per- 
ſons in Countryes remote one from ang- 
ther at the ſame hour,to be in the ſame 
conſtellation or place in the Heavens. 

| Let us (ſaith Hevelius ) ſuppoſe the 
. ſupream Region of the Air to be 26 
| Kepler de Co- German miles ( or $0 1talick miles) off, 
| 5457.33» and yet that is no doubt higher then 
| the Air is extended; for the tops of 
ſome Mountains are higher then the 
Clouds, ſo as that the Air doth not go 
beyond them : If men aſcend the top 
of Mount Olympus in Aþe, they die 
for want of air, being out of their Ele» 
me _ _ ' ments, 


ary the ſixth 'as high as Fenns, Fan. 87 


- Parelion, proceeding from the refle- 


futed, from this: conſideration, that-a 
- Parelion is not ſeen: in all Countries at 
'once; The ſame argument proveth that 
Comets have their exiſtence above the 


the ſtarry Heaven. Snelltns ( e) en- Cometa Ange | 


Concering Comte. 
ments, juſt as Fiſhes dic when liſted a- 
bove the waterz But ſuppoſing it to 
be $0 miles diftant from the Earth, and 
the Comer to be there, it would not 
have been above the Horizon, more 
then two hours; when asit was fo 17 
hours. © Andat the very hour when __— 
(4) Hevelius did at Dantzich obſcrve © Idem in Lib. | 
it to be in the Star near the foot of Pey- 37* £512155e | 
frus, Bullialaus in Paris (aw it in the 
very ſame place, whenas, if it bad been 
no higher then the ſupream Region of 
the air, it! would have appeared co Zal- 
lialaus( being then in Paris ) in. Herou- 
tes and not in Perfias, as it did to. thoſe 
in Dantzick Nor would a Blazing Star 
be obſeryed by all the World at- once 
(where the Stars under which it moves, 
are ſeen) if it were not above the air. 
The opinion of Panztiz:, who tbought 
that-a Comet was a meer Emphaſis, or 


&ion of ſome other Star, is ſolidly: re- 


air. 
- 4.: We may argne from-the magni- 4 
tude of Comets, that they arc as high as © 7” Zibro de! 


IG1L$+ 43 


Me L2  Ceavours 


_ ff Diſcomſe - 
deavours by Mathematical, demonſtra- 
tion to evince that if the whole airy Hea- 

- venſhould be contxatted into. one Globe 
it would not be ſo big as the. head. of 
that . Comer, . which appeared, A. D. 
1577, how then is it poſlivlc for..the 
air (O coMain {o,valt a. body ? Af ajus 
non poreſt -continers | 4. minors. And 
Gotfridus Wenaelinas obſcrved that the 
magnitude of the Comer which appear- 
ed 4.D, 1652. did equal or exceed the 


| F 2.5. P.323, 
.- 5 chaos Moon. - And Heveliws .( f) writing of 


niſhed, wben with exa& Mathematical 
Inftruments he examined it; and though 


believed what they ſaid, if his own eyes. 


5 1vid. 7.33% little before its diſappearing, ( g) yet 
S - the Sun is (according to his jadgment) 


magnitude ſhould be. contained. in tbis 


ing? 


& Sphera 


(7 "= 


the ſame Comet, faith,that it was great- 
cr then the Moqn, and that he was afto-. 


'oth:r Learned Men were. with: him at . 
the ſame-time, and helpful.inhis.Obſer-- 
vations, he profefleth he could not haye. 


- had not beheld it. Nay, he ſaith, thae 
that Gower did almoſt equal the Sun. .a- 
3462 time3 as big as the Earth, Is jt- 
likely that a body of ſo Rupendious .a. 


low & little Heaven, wherein Mortal- 
Creatures have their Breath and. Be- . 


'$+ Some Comets ( as Galtrochins de. 
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Conterning Comcet-. 
Sphera Mandi, Cap. 6. P. 125. confeſ- 
feth ) have been abſconded, by the in- 
terpoſition of a Planet between the 
Earth and them, which could not beit 
they did not move in an high:r Sphere 
then the Planct whereby they were E- 
clipſed : But notwithſtanding theſe Ar- 
Syments are fo convitive and demon: 
tirative, its mar\eVous tqfe how tome 
Popi h Authors ( 7+/ait#F eſpecially ) 

ſtrain their wits ro defend their Pager 
Mafter A4riftat/e his Principles. Bull:- 

alda; ſpeaks of a Flrentin e Phylitian, 

that al] the Friends he had could never 

perſwade him once tv viewthe Heavens 

through a Teleſcope, ard he gave that 

reaſon for his retutal, becauſe he was a” 

fraid that then his Eyes wou}Jd make 

him ſtagger concerning the truth of | 
Ariffotles Principles, which be was 

reſolved he would not call into 

queſtion. It were well, if theſe Men 

had as great veneration for the Scrip- 

ture as they have, for Ariftorles (if in- 
deed they be his ) abſurd Books de c/o 

Sed de his ſatis, 

'It is an eaſier matter to prove thit 
Comets are inthe e/£ther, then to de- 
clare how they'came there. Some an- 
ticnt Philoſophers judged them to be 
coevons with the Planets, and fixed 

odor a B3 Stars 


#; 


> Plutarch de 


by A Diſcourſe 

h Conſulentur Stars, and that only their appearance 
Ariltot. meteor and not thzir exiſtence is new. This 
180, 1.Ciup. 6. Opinion ( 4 ) was embraced by Pyrha- 
plecitis Philo- £9749, Diogenes, Seneca, and by the old 
ſophorum, L.3, Chaldeans. Nor is it contradidted by 
Chap.s. Columbus, Licetus, Carteftas,with lome 
Ricciolusd!2 gther late Writers. And it muſt be 
_ 5 acknowled ed, that notwithſtanding 
94% their diſapghrance at certain times, for 
many years together, they may be coeta- 

neovs, and altogether of the ſame na- 

ture with the true Planets. A reRili- 

neal motion may ſoon cauſe a Star to 

vaniſh out of our ſight which yet hath 

a real exiſtence ſtill. Or ſome denſity 

or obſcurity inthe Armoſphere though 

our Air ſhould be never fo clear, may 

cauſe it to be unobſeryable by us. An- 

tient Writers ſpeak of ſome faxed Stars 

which are not {een by us. And divers 

of them do not now appear to be of 


the ſame magnitude, as in former ages, | 
And ſundry »ew Stars have of late ap- | 


peared which the former Generation 
never ſaw, It ſcems not conſonant to 
reaſon to imagine, cither that the old 
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Stars are loft, or that new ones are of | 
late created, thoſe glorious caleſtial } 


Bocies being of perpetual duration. 
The Stars are by the Hebrews called 


_ Chechabim, probably by Antiphralls, | 


Concerning Ctuets. 's 

from Chababextinx:it, becauſe they are i De(hac admi- 

Lights which never go. out; | And for 74% fella do- | 

ought that any manis able ro prove to — F 

the contrary, they ſhall remain as c+ j;;;y; jcritſis 4 

verlaſting Monuments of the power & 

' Wiſdome of God, throughout the 

; Cayes of Eternity. Neverthcleſs, it 

is admirable ( : ) to conſider, that there 

isa Star of later times obſerved i» co//0 

C&:i,which diſappears every year for 

| ſeveral Moneths, and then appears a» 

Sain, in the very ſame place where it 

|; was thelaſt year; Being at firſt very 

ſmall and obſcure, but afterwards a 

| brightStar of the ſecond magnitude. 

| Alto; a new Star appeared in the Swans 

| breaſt, A.D. 160T and continued ſhi- 

7 ning there until the year 1660. and k Cometogra- 

* thenitdiſappeared; (4) and when, or fhis 7.382. 

! whetherever it will be ſeen apain, no 

man can ſay : alſo a new Star was late- 

ly ( viz. 4x». 1672+) diſcerned in the > 

- Swans head; But though the Argument See the Philo- * 

| from diſappearance be invalid, it is oo —_ ; 
from other reaſons manifeſt, that they 647. PA 

; year 1077+ *s * 

|| are not ſuch Plaxets as thoſe created at g54. 4 

-| the beginning of the World are. Co- 

|| metsarecolten {een out of the Zodiack, 

which the true Planets are not, They ; 

diſpatch more way by far then the Pla- j Ricciolus abs: 

nets do, That (/) Comet, 4,D.1618 ſupra P.gl. | 
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H-:Diſconrſe DOE 
in the ſpace of three Monerhs difpatch- 
ed 180 Degrees. No' Planet gocth 
over ſo great an arch of the-circle in ſo 
ſhort a time, Some Comets have -mo- 


yed 26, 30, nay 40 Degrees in one na? 


tural day,, Whenas the lefſer Planets 
do not abſolve two degrees in that time, 


Comets then are Temporary, whenas* 


the true Planets are perpetual, As for 
the matter out of which they are gene- 
rated, Swellius, Puteanus, Fromonans, 
and others conceive them to: be com- 
patted out of evaporations, which-do 
proceed from the Sun. Our modecn 


Ad athematicians, have obſerved, that 
thereare Macule Solares or ſpots a=. 


bout the Sun, which ſometimes maybe 


diſcerned for many dayes together:* &- 
ſomctimes for ſeveral Maneths,nothing 
of that nature can be perceived, He-: 


velizs ( m ) concludeth that the Zflu- 
via proceeding from the Sun are ſuch, 
as will afford marter enough for 68 
Comets in one year, incaſe thoſe zthe- 


real yapours ſhould congregate intoa 
body. The wiſet of men muſt inge+.. 
niouſly-confeſs their own 1pnorance in 
theſe things, and that what they ſay is 


bue prublematical and conje&ural.. L 


ſhall not therefore be poſitive in any de-:- 
termination, which c »ncerfs the mat- | 
FO Ee ter * 
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Concerning Comets, 
fer:that Comets are formed out. of. 
Only 1 am caſily* induced; to belicie, 
that they are generated out ofthe ſame 
matter whici: Stars were in the begin- 
ning ofthe World,made of, viz. Light, 


or the Z /ement of | Fire, being firſt con- 
denfed into lefer: particles, and after: 


that conglomorate« into a vaſt body. In 
the Scripturezthe Stars are called Lumi. 
»eries,Ge.1.1415{ Mcoro:hJquaf[ min 
Or ]x Ince vel 1gne qui abs Hebrei:s| UrJ 
arcirur, a Iucendo, Welec that the Sun 
doth beat down fire continually, inaf- 
much as the beams thercof, if conden- 


ſed with a Glaſs, will burn. Anaxagoras , a. 
(n) and Democritns of old thought that ze, 7.1. 


ny Scars. Inthat famous Comet which 
was {cen A.D. 1618; one might with 
a Teleſcope diſcern many ſmall clots. 
like'Stars or Coalsof Fire, At brit it 
ſcemed to: be one ſolid Jump, but on 


m2= 

C6. 

Comets were made of many little Stars Plutarchde 

growing into one. Which Caſares, Maci. Philoſs- |} 
*T.anxerws, and ather neotericks confeſs phoramL,3.C2 | 

| tobea very probable opinion. Some 

/ Comets have appeared brdken into ma- 


December 8. it was divided into: three yyengetinns 
unequal parts, Dec 17, it was broken in Teratologi 
mto many little Stars, Decemb. 24. it cometica P.21; 


was diſfolved:into-more and-1cfier Stars 
ppearcd. ' 


(os } Lathe Blazing Star that ; 
* onS | | AD 


A Diſcourſe 
A.D. 1652. not only Hevelins and 
Fendelin, but the Aſtronomers in Max- 
twa viewing of it with a Teleſcope, cper- 
ceived in the head of that Comer, a 
orcat many of ſmal Stars, & one bigger 
& longer than the reſt, like coals of fire 
in an Hearth or Oven, when the wood 
is conſumed. Mr. Robert Hook (an in- 
genious Mathematician now in London) 
obſerved a Star 'in the midft of the 
head of that Comet which was ſecn in 
April, A.D. 1677. The like is to be 
ſaid concerning ſeveral other Comets, 
as may be ſecn in the ninth Chapter of 
this Difſcrtation. And there arc many 
who to confirm this Notion that a Co- 
met isa company of ſmall Stars grow- 
ing into one body, affirm that they uſu- 
ally appear about the Galaxia or ſilky 
Way, wherewith the skye glitters. Now 
the Tel:/cope Uiſcovers that part of the 
skye to be exceeding full of litthe Stars. 
Blazing Stars do not alwayes ( though 
often) appear there. Nevertheleſs, I 
believe that when we know more of the 
true and natural reaſon of the Yia 
Lafee, we ſhall underſtand more of 
' the nature of Comets. 

CHAP. IT. 
a. He {evaral forts of Comets confide- 
"i red, The natayal veaſas of the 


 BSlaxe | 


of, a GoldenaſpeRa Swar; ifa —_ 


Conterning Comets. 


Blaze, the time of their appearance cav= 
not certainly bepreditied, Notwithſt audi s 
their proceeding from natural cauſes, they 
may be portentons ſigns of evil Events. 


Having briefly Diſcovrſed of the 
place where, and the matter out of 
which Comets have their exiſtence We 
now proceed to confider the uſual di- 
fiributions of thoſe admirable and a- 
mazing works of the glorious Creator, 
whoſe works are great, and ſought out by 
thoſe that have pleaſure theremm. As for 
the parts of which a Comet doth conſiſt 
there is the Star & the Blaze proceed- 
ing therefrom, whence we' call them 
Blazing Stars. Or, the Bogy 'of the 
Star, and the ffr#am that follows or g0- 
cth before it, which the Greeks call Co- 
74, whence ſuch Phenwmeya have the 
names of Comers. given to them, In 
reſpe& of the Blaze, Comets have been 
diſtinguiſhed into ſeveral ſorts, The | 
A ſſrians, Arabians, and others in old 4 
times, were wont from the co/loxr 5f the p Mizaldus de 
blaze to denominate the Comet £0) Comeiis, 
when it was of a dark and leadifh kind 
of colour, they called it a Saturninez 
if of a bright Silver ſhining colour, a 
7ovial, if red and fiery, a Martial if 


*j 
4 


yellow a Yexereal; if <zrulean and 'va- 
rious, a" Mercurial Comet. ' 'But the 
Latiner and Greeks have diſtinguiſhed 
Comets frem the form of the Blaze, 
q Nat. Hifor- which they: appear with, #1iny (4 Y 
| Z.2.C.25 mentionsabout ten {ereralſorts of 'B/a- 
x Longoman _. ws | 

| tanus Je moves SiYg Sears: But ail may be reduced 
| cali phenom, to theſe two general heads? viz. (r") 
| C.1.Ricciolus That a Comet is ether 1, Crimire, be. 
; d:Comeis C.2 when the Beams or Blaze is all round 
| gs ” ; the body of the Star; under which 
 Þ.--* cometh: that ſort of Comet which is 


_ called Di/cens, appearing in form like a 


tias when it bends like a crooked Horn, 


Lampadias,when it blazeth like a Lamp, -- 
As for the true cauſe of -the: Blaze, it - 
ſecms evident that it doth proceed from - 
the $2 b:ams, paſting through the bo-' - 
dy »\ the Star. For the Coma or Blaze - 
ſide of the Star which-is 
- next 


. 


is 60t on that fic 


% 
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Diſh. Pzchites, when the Comet is like” 

a Tub or Hogſhead, Hippens, when it 

reſembles an Horſes main. Hiro; 
when the Blaze is like to Goats hair. - 
Or 2. 8arbate, h.e. when the Blaze is 
onthe one ſide of the Comet only. 

Under this comes that which is called - 
Aconutias, when the blaze is in the form 
of 2 Dart. Long:t:s, when it is in the 
form of a Lance or . Spear. Xtiphias, + 
when in the form of a Sword, - Cere- 
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- gitade. If: the Comet be higher then 


s ) @..o 
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Concevning Comets. IF 
next to the Sun, but which is oppoſite 
chere from, Same antient Writers be- 
gan little to take notice of this, But 
Appianus was thefirft that did fully and 
clearly diſcern it to be ſo, being con- 
vinced of the truth of this notzon, by 
five ſeveral Comets which himſelf lived 
ts (ce, viz, Thoſe in Anno,153 1932333, 
38,39. Likewiſe Gemma, and Cornelius 
Frijius, Fracaſtorias, T ycho, and of [a- 
ter times Gaſſevdgs, and many other fa-. 
mous Mathematicians, and diligent eb- 
ſervers - of things -of this nature 3 
whom the learned Reader may ſee quo- toy; ſuprs E: _ 
ted by (s ) Hewelins, Moreover, (:) 6. P,16- 
Longomontanus. obſerveth, that if the 
Comet have a more. lateral diſpoſition 
towards the: Sun, then it will. be Cauda- 
exe, but if the -oppolicion to the Sun be | 
more direct, vr the: Comet .clevated a+ 
bove the Sun; then it- will be. Cr:izite, of 
the Blaze but ſhort. The blaze is long + 
er ſhort according to the oppoſition to» © 
wards the Sun; -and diſtance ſrom the 
Earth. The blaze of: ſome Comet, - 
hath extended it ſclf above ninety De... _ 
grees. There was. one. in.. AriFotle?s 
time that was an 130'Degrees in Lon. * 


$1.8,P.432: | | 


the. Sun, the blaze will be ſbort, .1f © 
| a ; t p 


A Diſconrſe | 

thenearer itis ts the Sun, the longer ! 

will the blaze appear to be. By the * 

things that haye been thus far difcour- ;: 

ſed, we may conclude that the time of ; 

any Comets-appcaranice cannot certain= * 

3 ly be predited before hand. Some * 

| U Dc, 4ugm-n- very lerrned men,'(in ſpecial the great | 

ts ſciemiarum andnoble (« ) Verulam) have ſuppo- © 

_—_ ſed thar 'this knowledge is attainable. | 

Indeed, if Comets were ſempiternal © 

* bodies, by experience and: obſer vation | 

their appearance might be exaaly pre: | 

diced, Bur ſtnce they -are generated | 

in the» £thy,no man cafr any more tell | 

when they ſhall be ſeen,* then' he can | 

know when a' Parelion, or. Draco volans | 

or the like will be generated in the Air, | 
Yet I will not deny, but-that a probable 
conjefturr, as to 'the year of a Comets 

| appearance, may be ' made- froin thie | 

wEranciſcus egnjundtion-of the ſuperivar - Plancts. | 
_— '* It hath been (w)) oblerved that tlioſe 

nntationibus * , + gf, Foe” LS 

d: Cometis Tare Conjundions are commonly at- 
Cornelius tendel with the appeatance - of ſonic. 
Gemma C9{- yew Star, or Comet : So indeed it was 
mogr.L-1C.18 a5to ths Blazing Stars in-1 04s 1506, 
xEdlinis bis 1329» 1577» 13Þ3, 1664; notable con- 
prenuncius jj. JUnftions of the Planets did' pracede 
dereus Pag, 36 them. Upon this ground,(*) 2 late 
37:88 Alftreloger, publiſhing a Treatiſe of the 
conjun&ion* of *Sarury* and' fupiter. 
YT IT TO EI _. 
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Concerning Comets. 
Anno, 1663, conje&ured that - 
a Comet would appear the next year: 
which hapned to be true; and if an 4- 
ſtrologer (as the blind man hits the 
mark ) chance to predi& right once, 
more notice is taken of that, then of 
his miſtaking an hundred times over. 


- | Verynotable Conjun&ions of the Pla- 


nets hapned this 'preſent, and will 
do {6 again the next year, ( as ſhall-be 
more particularly. mentioned ) If. any 
man ſhould now poſitively affirm, that 
within this twelve maneth another B/a- 
zine Star will appear, it would be pre- 
ſumpruous, although it is both poſlible 


_ and probable that-it- may ſo come to 


paſs.'- But the obſervation Joth -not 
alwayes hold: peod-z For there have 
beeniboth greater and lefſer - Conjun- 
Qions of the Plancts; when no Comet 
bath appeared, and many Comets with- 
out any ſuch Conjunctions immediately 
przceding. ' In few werds, ſometimes, 
many. [Blazing Stars have been feen 
withia the compaſs of -a few- years; 
there have been atleaſt ten within theſe 
eighty years aſt paſt. But infome a- 
ges, not one Comet hath appeared for 
an hundred yearstogether. Since: fe- 
verat may appear{ in-ewo, nay) in one 
year, and it may be not one infiſty -nor 

WT: in 


4n an hundred years, theappearanep of | 
ſuch Phenomena's,.cannot be. infallibly - 
foreſcen by any humane-ynderftanding © 
upon Earth, torr 3s a7 ins ; 
There are who think, that inaſmuch * 
as Comets may be ſuppoſed to proeetd | 

from natural cauſes, there. is no. {peak- | 

ing woice, of Heaven in. them; beyond | 

what is tobe ſaid of .all-other works; of | 

God. But cexcain it-.is, - that . many | 

things which may happen iccordingto + 

the courſe of nature, are portentous | 

"Om ns of _—_ ADE, Ad pragnefliens Z 

Y 7 of great cyils halteningupaen the world | 
4A Lib. A Learned and Judicious Author(.y) | 
7209 conceiveth that the. prodigious dark» | 
neſs which hapned in. the Sun at the | 

time of our Saviqur, Chriſt*s. Paſſion, | 

was cauſed by a Comets interpoſipg.ie | 

ſelf between the Sun and the Earth;.yet | 

that darkneſs was a fign of Gods anger, | 

and that darkneſs of miſery ſhould come | 

upon the Zewiſh Nation, .for their. une | 

paralleld wickedneſs.in Crucifyingthe | 

Son of, God, Luther thinks, that thep 

Feels Prophelic was fulfilled, who prey 

, FO diged that the Swx ſboxla: be turxet inte 
. Fol 2 fels (2) daxkneſs before theterrible .day of ; 
| 210/zordinaris the Lord came, Thunder, Lightning, - 


* GaſperſanQti- Hail, and Rain, arefrom natural cauſes, 
| "us © 4/73 3n10- yer are they ſomctimes ſigns of Gods 
pe 4 * holy 


LD | holy 4 
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| Concerning Come; 19 
holy diſpleaſure, Ex04.g. 24,34. 1S4am, 
9.1". 6 1%17; Earthquakes are from P/al.18.1 3; 
matural'icauſes, yet there is many times 14. & 77. 
a'very ſpeaking voice of God in them, 17,18, 
The Fews have a Tradition, that the 
firſt Earth-quake-hapned in the dayes 
of N ahor, as a ſign of Gods anger. be- 
cauſe men were then becomeldoſlaters. 
They alſo fay that when oſha was bu- 
ried there was an Earth-quake in the 
place where he was interred, ſignifying 
that God was offended at the Chitdren 
of 1/rae!, becauſe they layed not o- 
: fanak*s death to heart lo much as they 
. ſhould have done, whence ( 4) that a V. Noras ++ 
Mountain ' is called Har gahas LompereurinR | 
' The trembling Mountain: Re. Aza- — bog: 
"4148 (b) upon . occaſion of a terrible ;, as I 
Earth-quake, which hapned in Ferra- ger difertation 
'Fiay A.D- 1571. wrote a Diſcourſe on de Terrzmoru, 
that Subjea, and the Title of his Book P+186. 
'is' Kol Elohjm h. &. 'T he voice of God. 
And "the Holy Scriptures mention 
*Earth-quakes as being ſometimes Prog- 
-Hofſticks 'of Matations and Miſeries, 
Er Signs of 'diyine.anger. Amos 1. 1, 
"Ztth.14 5. Enk, 21.11, 1 S4m. 1415. 
The great Revolutions and Conjundti. 
Net the P/aners come to paſs accord= = . 
Higts the. ordinaty: courſe of nature 3 
Ft arerhey wont £0 by attended/ i 
4 TC  tcmarkabie 


A Diſcourſe 
- femirkable-Comniotions in this lower 
"World, as is commonly obſerved &be- 
lieyed by Learned Men, & may -ſurther 
be declared in the cloſe of this 'Dif- 
courſe. The like is to be ſaid of nota- 
*ble Eclipfes of 'the Luminaries in Hea. 
"ven. I confeſs [ have not fo great an 
' Opinion of 'the otmminouſneſs of :Eclip- 
{er,"asT perceive* ſome Learned and 


Good Men have, ſince every Year,there. 


-is an'Eclipſe taken notice of in one pare 
'of the Earth or other. Nevertheleſs, 
"Wholo reads Calviſius and other Chro. 
*nlogers, will perhaps think that ſuch a 
> +notion is not wholly to be ſighted. 
.:. Chtonglogers obſerve that in the very 
yy 'Yeac when the ten Tribes were carried 
; *ihro Captivity, there hapned a great 
.-: Eclipſe of the Sun, which came: not to 
_ . "Paſs witheut a ſpecial hand'of divine 
' © *providence; unto this the. Propher 
-feetneth to allude,” Amos 8. 9. That F- 
"clipſe was omitious of a Dark Day 
" £6mning ypon Shwaria, Many notable 
* Inſtances, might be- produced -to this 
. -putpoſe, Arid; fomething hath been 
- obſerved 'aniong- 'our fclves, | which 
-feems to confirmtheir Opinion, "who 
"believe that 'roral and centr at Echipſes, 
 *areominous'of mutations: where [they 


"happen, There was bay 


FIPIL.7 <4 » C 
RE 0 ah #7 bs, AY as bs + 
_ BL TART... is. EY 


, 3 wh 1 OB 
_ k, 7 os RE ROOT 


Concerning Comets. 


of the Sutin New _— (Avg, 12; 

A. D. 1 672, ) the day before the Com- 
mncement, and that Year the Coledge 
was Eelipſed by the death of the Learn- KL 
ed Prxfident there,worthy M. Channcy; 

and two Colonies ( viz. Maſſachaſers, 

and P{;nionth) by the death of two'Go- 
verhiours, whe died within a twelve 

moneth after. Known unto CM arc 

alf his works from the beginning of the 

World. He that rTideth upon the 
Heavens, and in his Excellency on the 

sKie, when he decreed that ſuch events 

ſhould ceme to paſs; did atfo deter- 

mine that ſuchthings ſheuld go before. 

Shall then ſuch migtity works of God- 

as Comets arc, be inſignificant things? 

Ther® are (as inthe laft Chapter we 

fhall more amply expreſs) who think 
chat Comets have a natural influence ,, ſupra. } 
upon the Earth. MHevelivs (d) ac- page3io, 
Knowledgeth that the Blaze proccedin; 7. 
from ſome Comets, doth firike the ear? 


< 
#- 


althongh Men perceive it not, becauſe © 
then the Comer muft be is Confon@ion = 
with the. 5un. The atcurate and Inge. e InCometariymi 
nious Kepler ( ce) ſuppofeth that rhe *7h/iologiz P.: 
Blaze of ſome” Comets, is perforated hy 194+ 
the Farth. If fo, they thay well cauſe 
Nroyghts, an4 many orfict miſeries. 
But othiers' take 2 hem" ro" be inditane 


| f Zege 
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| Civitate dei L.. 


A Diſcourſe 


rather then natzral (they may be, and 
for my part I believe they are both} 
ſigns of evils co come; like as ſtrange 
apparitions in the air, Armies fighting, 
Ships ſailing there, .and the like, 
ave no natural influence to cauſe wars 
and commotions where they are ſeen, 
only they are indications of ſuch trou- 
bles ag hand. Ic may furthermore be 
added, that though evils ſhould not fol- 
low, God may in his merciful provi- 
dence, cauſe ſuch ſights to be obſerved, 
that ſo he might awaken Mortals to 
Repentance. He ſometimes threatcn- 
.cth becauſe he would not ſtrike, A4u- 


eum 4. Fuſtine (f) ſpeaketh of a fiery Cloud 
2 that hung over the City of Conſtants» 
| C.21.7.3.C,1 nople,whereat the People were amazed, 


and fell to praying and crying to God 
for mercy, and promiſed reformation 
of their cvil wayes, and Judgement did 
not follow. _ Yolens quidem Dens terre 


re civitatem, & terrendo emendare. | 


know there are that eſteem Prognoſti- 
cations of this nature, ' as weak and 
groundleſs. So doth Eraftas, and, 
many Popiſh Authors, and ſome few 
others, Yincentins Guiniſins made. an 
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ring that the Blazing Star which ap-: 
peared Ay. 1618, Was an happy. Ble- 
A Ns | "wing 


. 
- 


_ wayes looked upon Blazing Stars as 


Concerning Comets. 23 


4xins Stay, but T believe there is' nat 

one good man inthe World of his mind 
a$to that particular Comer, A ( g ) 5 5rancieus | 

: | \ ig me IHeit Aſro, 

7eſnit (who | ſuppoſe is ſtil living) bath | , > "$2 
theſe words, plerofſgue Ccomtras ab{que | y 
#lla calamitate ſuiſſe aſſero, A ﬀalſe and | 
a bold afſertion. Another 7eſuit (b) h Ricciotus de | 
no leſs learned then the former, at- Comenzs P. 34. 
tcmp:ing to give a Catalogue of happy | 
Comets, could not - reckon up above 
twelve ſuch fince the World began, and 
fome of thoſe were attended with the 
moſt direful effe&s that can be menti- 
oned, only becauſe 7 ameriain proſpe- 
red, ic muſt be called a Fauftons Co- 
met. Thave elfeu hete mentioned, thac 
the Wiſe Men among the” Genrites al- 


malorum prenancios, the Heraulds, and 
Mefengers of evil Tidings to theworld. 
The antient Doctors in the Chriſtian | 
Church, Terrulian, Damaſcene, and (5) j; Ques vide ci- 
many others, were of the ſ«me Opini- :atos apudTan- 
on, And ſoare the generality of our nerum in diſ- | 
modern and judiciqus Divines. , And /*77aime i 
forely - this Opinion . tends more to p,; Quef I 
picty, and the fear of. Ged, then theirs * 
doth, who. think that Blazing Stars lig- 
nifie'no more then a Cloud in the air. 
Itis moreover, of weighty conſidera- 
tion withime, (and I hope will be fo 
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-with many others) that the Seripture 
doth declare, not only that the Stars 
BW are.for fignr, but that Fearful fights in 
k Comets the Heavens (k) (and ſuch are Comer) 
7+ 4 Chri- (ignifie calamitous times, and that gs 
| fodiciur juthe Stays, betokena torm amongſt 
. — \- the Nations upon Earth, and that Pil- 
 Scripturz Pag, /4vs of ſmoke pontend a notable day of 
| 1023, the Lord to be at hand; alſo the expe- 
, rience both of tbe former, and of this 
preſent age declareth, that when B/a- 
&in7 S$tars have been ſcen, great muta- 
tions and miſeries haye come upon 
Mortals, as will by the fubſequent Re 

lation be made to appear, 


2 Te 22 " 7 20e-ogt 
OT Dn THY RR, MT ARISE fg 9 Bee 
: wm RES th 


CHAP. III. 


The Hiſtory of Comets from the begin- 
ning of the World to the firſt coming 

of | Chriſt ;, togethey with ſome ve- 
markable Events attending them. 


TEN : [Her arefundry Learned men, who 
1 © affirmchatin the Year after the 
Creation 1656. which was (according 
ta the computation of thofe grear 
Chronologers, Calniffns and' Hilvicus) 
two thouſand two hundred and ninety 

two years before our Saviours nativity, 


mo 


here 


Concerninf. Comets. 
there wasſren a ſormidable B/atzyp:: 
Star, which all the old*'World beheld: 
for the ſpace of nine-and twenty dayrs. ] 
It appeared firſt in tbe ſign of Pzs'cesz' » - 1 
and in 4 moneths time-paſſed- through: I 
all the iyyelve Signs: of thie Zodiark, as” * 
is affirmed by ( a) Herlictns. (b ) Eh po, 
forniins, Ss on Lhd. is 
the firſt Comrrt, that any Writers :{.ſo'b 1n Ziftoris 
far asin my ſmall reading | have otber 1cometarum 
ved ).-:make mcrition of. Immediate- 
Iy upon-its appearing Aferbu/ſelab dicd,- 
:nd-according unto the HGgnificationof: 
the-name, which his Father Encca( be-| ONT 
ing'a Prophet ) impoſed ujon Fm: 1 
Fhe next Year, the Flood. came, where - 
in all the Men, Womtr and Children 
. throyghour che Earchi (excepting cight © Vn, 
perſons?) periſhed. - And it 1s irhis 
jndgement of ſome, + that more-per-} + Avia 
fonswere drowneC , by .Noahs: food Cha b 
then'are now Hving- wpon thei face 6f Frank. © ati;. | 
thewhole Earth, or ever have ibeen ar | 
one time face thar,: p TORTATTTE) 
Ann Mandi. 1744. thetec appeared = 
a Comer in the _ Capricors; which O—_ 


in the-ſpace” of :lixt y five 'dayes paſſtÞ com; 

through three 'of the C zlefical Sims: "m 

The building: of Babr/, confuſion 4f 

Languages, and conſequen? diſperiing 

of -Mankind chroughour the World, 
&+. 6b C4 have 
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| have been noted as: Events attending 
|» that Comet. - Nimr2d, ( the firſt, Ty- 
| rant in the world.) was (4) carried a- 
| d Subitonon Wayafter an unknown manner, ſome 
| comparuit rranſ think that God permitted the Devil to 
Jatus a dits-Be- carry that moſt wicked man alive body 
| Toſus.forte 4 and foul ro Hell: OY 
 malis demonits © 19ur to Hells 
' obmaximam A.44.2 118. A Comet was obfer- 
| impictatem, vedinthe figh of Aries, which conti- 
{ Funccius nued for the ſpace of 22 dayes. \ Aﬀter 
I this followed that Famine mentioned in 
the Scripture which cauſed Abraham to 
removeinto e£gypr. Allo Cameſenuus 
| # Beroſus (f) headed an Army, and fell: upon: 
3 the 4ſrians, but Ninias withſtoad bim,. 
in Battle overcame him, and cauled his 
head to be cut off.. fin 
| gldemubiſupr« + A. Af. 2128.(g ) Not many years 
; | after the death þ J*rartany another 
Comet appeared in the ſign of Zeo for 
theſpace of nine dayes. Great. mu- 
tations and miſexies Guickly followed in 
the World, as Serapis and Ofpris ( &E- 
gyptian Demons ) had: prognoſticated.. 
Alſosthat Faraine \in: 1/aze's dayes. of 
which we read Gen:26, 1: About this: 
time Phaeron (who is thought tobethat 
Son of Cham. who ,is by. Moſes called 
; Phat ) (h:) cauſed a fearful: conflagra- 
{6 Funccius. tign in [taty, Whence it was-called 
then Paleſana, i,c, the burat Countrey. 
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 A«M: 2230. Afﬀiery ard terrible 

Comet 'was: teen, appearing in Sagt- 

tarius, Coylirg aitera ſtrange manner, , " 

repreſenting the form of an imperieet ?19-2.25. 

circle (i) *Tis judged that Plivy ſpeaks 

of this Prodigy. 1t was by the King of 

Egypt then living called by the name of 

T yphon,l.e.Vortix fumig ans ſed fine 191t- 

Which ſeems to confirm their opinion 

who think that in old time a Comer was r, eve ne 

known by tbat Name (k) of a Pilar of courſe on John 

Smoke. Afﬀter this Comer, there was a 10.28, P.,37 

Dearth for (1) feven years together, | #ujus famis 

and that in all- Conn:ries; viz. that — you 

ſpoken of. in the Scripture in 7oſep#'s grofus 24.1, 

time, which followed the ſeven years Cap.s, 

plenty in e/£gype, Canaan, e/Ethiopiay 

e£2y.,t and other Countries felt the 

direful-cfics of that Prodigy. \4 
AA. 2453.(m) A Comet was obs 1 Rockenba- 

ſcrved in Syria,:Chaldes, &c. in the Fremcs” libro 
| . #6. pre citato, 

ſign of Capricorn; in which year the yia. aiftea | 

Children | of '//#ael were Celivered precogn. Theo} \ 

from their bondage to the Egyptians, £-2:P.451, - | 

when-Pharach and. his Hoſt received 

that (fatal and memorable. overthrow 

ſo much celebrated in the Holy Book 

of: Gad:2 uti bn ine 7 nn 
A«M: 2770. In the-(») Moneth N Hom: 

of Auguft, a formidable Comet appear- 

ed in Gemini, Aſter which followed the | 

2 .Y death 
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ceathof that wicked Tyrant Amene- 
mos. Allo, that long and miſerable 
War which-arole about Helexans and the 
dolcful deftrudtion of 7'roy. Likewiſe 
the War of the Amazons, with the 
T vebans, was near this time; 

(dem. A At: 2795. AComet Co) was ſeen 
in Aries, flaming for the fpace:-of 43: 
Gayes. This was in the Cayes bf Sims 

.. ſon, at( and by ) whoſe death al the 

Lords of the Philiſtines, and aboutizoos 
Men and Women were ſlainÞby the fall 
of thcir. Idol's Temple, as they were Sa; 

 crificing'to Dages their god. : Hiſtork 
ans alſo ſpeak of a Comer: which was tas } 
ken notice of about the Year of the | 


kenhachi. Pcared. Only it is indubitable, thatit 
! 7 was inthe dayes of Araxagoras and De+ 
, Hevelins, - - mocritus, who arc the moſt antient Wri- 
c,v611pſerunt ters that give usary hyſtorical account 

| about Comer, There was a notable {| 
Eclipſe of the Sun, preceding that Cor - 
met; which Ca/vi/ivsjudgeth to be- 
extraordinary and ſupernatural. Re> 
markable” Providences which hapned 
about that time + wete;, Hawasn's 
bloody Flot.co Maſſacre all the Jewrin | 


one 4; 


1 + vid,Funcil 
Chronol. 


Concerning Comets; 


one day, together with the irange diſ- 
covery and difappoin: ment of that hel- 
liſh contrivance. Allo, Xerxes bis mo- 
tions, who put the whole World into 
an uproar, muſtering together an Ar- 
my of ſeventeen hundred thoufand Foot 
and fourfcore thouſand Horſe, and a 
Fleet conſiſting of above two thoufand 
Gallies, Yea',, Heredormy' ' reportetb 
that his Army did at leaſt confiſt of a+ 
bove five Millions 3 deſignin s to ſubdue 
Greece. But his Navy was vanquiſhed 
by T hemiſtecles.his great Army routed: 
No lefs then three hundred thouſand 
Soldiers under the Command of Afav- . 
donius were | all (ain; ' athens was . 
burnt. | "= 
A-M- 3518. ( Or as others com» E; 
—_ the age of the World, An.3537) © 

here wes ſeen a fearful Comer for 75. © 
dayes together: (5) Piiny(r) Plutarecb; q r:2.C. 25 
(s) Ariftorle, and or her antient Writers; r 1n Zyſendro. 
ſpeak of this Comer, Araxayoras took 5 Heicorologia 
upon him ro predi&, tat an herrible 
Tempeſtwould foltow, Hehapnedto - 
conjt re right. There was (rt) 2 :Charimandev 
firange Whirlwind; that took = Iittle ;» Itbro de Co- 
Rock off froma greatRotk, and liſted metis, 
it up of! hiph, -and carried? it away 
through the: air, untif it felBdbwn at- 
oExar a River it Thracs,to the/amare- 
FS PE men 
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meat of the people there, who ſuppe- 
ſed that mighty Stone to have come 
down. out.o1 Heaven, But the great 
commotion attending this Comet, 
was. that civil war among the Grecians, 
called the Peloponeſiar war, which con- 

tes 4s tinued for 27 years, until G: erce was al- 
Comets, Moftenmptied of inkabitants. Alſo, a 
n_ (@) peftilential and mortal Catarh fo 
prevailed in Athens, as greatly to de- 
populate--that place. A prodigious 
E arthquake hapned about a year after 
this, fo thata Mountain was broken in 
| PRO and a City turned into an 
? _ land. ©. | . 
EI A.M. 3537. (or as others 3553 ) 
Mizaldus z. x, ® ſeptentrional Comet appeared in fa- 
Cap. 11. »wary which many (w) Writers have 
Eberus,Peuce- taken notice of, That fearſul ſlaughter 
_ -— —_ of the Atrbentans, which Hiſtorians 
» ile _. . make mention of, did accompany this 
- +. - Prodigy. About nineyears after that 
| ' (* ) another Comer was obſerved,” ap- 
x Ariſtoteles Pearing inthe winter time, immediate- 
ubi ſupra. Se- ly after Sunſet, Ar firſt only the 
neca, Nat, ftream andnot the Star. was fſcen ( be- 
&4.L.7:C,16. cauſe of its nearneſs to the Sun ) which 
_ ...__. wasextended over a third part of *the' 
heavens, 5.e. 130 degrees. It aſcended. 
to:0rioxs-girdle,and there diſappeared: * 
Ber that, hapned that Earth-quake' 


"Loamat and 


Ln 


LE 
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Deluge in Ach4i4, wherein multitudes 


periſhed... Hehe and. Buris (two fa- 
mous Cities). were loſt in the Sea. It 
was about this time that Nehemiah buile 
up the walls of  Feraſalem, and then the 
times were treublons, Dan,0.25. 

A.M1. 3594. Therc was: (cen in 
Leo, a bearded Comer, which after» 
wards changed. its form and appeared 
like a Spear... The remarkable Events 
then obſcrycd, were the. burning. of 
Diana?*s Temple at Epheſus, and. Alex- 
ander ſirnamed the Great, his Birth in 
the ſame day, - Prolomeus Alorites, kil- 
led the King, and Reigned in 1 acede- 


nia, A miſerable Dnraton came - 


upon $:4ox. . 
Fiftcen.years after, there wasa nother © 


Comet, near the E quinoRtial circle,(z) e Ariſioteles 


in.. Sagittarius, continuing. nineteen 


_ Cayes, What ſtrange and amazing 


L.,1.C.7. 


Rockenbacki= 


changes hapned in the World after that a 


by means of Alexander the Great, is 
knownto all men, Of him . the . Pro- 


phet Dane! ſpeaks, Chap. 8.5. when he 


faith, Heſaw an He-goat.come from. the 
web, on the face of the Whole Earth, and 


he touched not the ground. | For Alexander 


made {pcedy work in conquering the 
Natiops-.. .ln.the ſpace of: ſix years,the 


hs v0! things all. the Earth over. was 


changed. 


2 | A Diſconrfe 
_ changed. The Per ſav empire brought 


to its period, and the third of Daziels 


Aonarchies then bepan, 


& Rockenbt- A.M. 3729. There was a Comet | 


chius (a) appearing in Avis, for the ſpace of 
22 dayes. Aﬀter which great Wars 


Murdered. Amilcor marching with an 
Army into Spain enlarpgeth the Dotmi- 

nions of the Carthaginoans. 
- 4. M4. 3752. A Comet was ſeen ſome 
few dayes ta Capricors, and two Mo- 
neths after apzin in Cancer, for the 
ſpace of tg dayes. (3) Two years af- 
n_—_ - ter this, another Comet of a ſtupendous 
thenes. v, Jo M{gnitude appeared for cighty dayes 
ſeph 4nti9. together, this I take to be the ſame 
—_ AdLi12;C.3 which 'fome Authors place about ten 
-*- © yearsafter;; viz. a Comet appearing in 


thefign of Piſcery extending it (elf over 


{ near gpon ) a fourth part of the Hea- 

eCornelins "ens, (cr) and its fuſgor was (ach as did 

Gemma in, gyercome the brightnefs of the Sun, fo. 

Coſmo, .1C-8: 25 that'it was ſeenrnor only in the nights 
| but alfo inthe light day; | _ 

AMithridater his wars, and thoſe be- 

"tween Anti»thas and Acheus, and the 


bloody Battle fought between the Ro- 


»ani"and the Carthagiviane, wherein 
' Hamihal was overconit by Marcellus, 


»4 


and 4 


£4 
«3 ; 


in France followed. Seleuchus, the 
King of Afiaand Syria treacherovſly | 


| 


| 


4 


Concernins Comets; 


and 4ravabal by the S civio's; the death 
of the King of Sicily ( whoſe Son ſuc- 

| cecding and carrying himſelf inſulent- 
e& | ly, wasfſlain) are mentioned as great 
of | Events attending that Prodigy, In 
's | -this ſecond Pwnic war fifteen handred 


e thouſand loſt their lives; In Spain. no 
y | Heſs then 300 Towns weredeſtroyed. 
n A.M .$7389. A Comet was ſcen in 


- | Aries appearing thirey-twodayes, Ring 
| FSelenchas was poiſoned, and-there {uc- 
e ceeded Antiochnes, whom his flattercrs 
j- called Zpiphaves, but the 'Seripture 
- terms him a wile Perſon. He raifed' a 

- terrible-Pcerfecution againſt the Church | 
; of Gol; committing horrid and out- 
| 


'ragi0us Cruelties, de fling the Temple, 
 interdiQtingthepublick werthip-of God 
Das.11.21,31- He / was '@ notable 
'Type of Antichriſt, nor iS it to-be-wonl- 
dred at, it a- Star, Blaze in Heaven, 
-whenſuch'miſerics were WP of the 
Earth, 

Rockenbachins wricerh of: a-Comet 
| 'appeating A MI, 3795 for theſpaceofa 
[. Year aridthree weeks" togetlier.  Blit 
'there-mult needs be ſome miſtake in 
thar Relation! and-therefofe 1: preetert- 
mit it, and proceed unto, | ' 

"A MH: 3598, © ('or-as others 3582 ) 
hen theroappeared® Comet-1n-WFep- 


zemben 


© Nat. Queſt, 


L.7.C.1 Jo 


f Seneca i#5;1 


gLib-37% 
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tember, areſently upon art Eclipſe 0. 
the Moon. Aſter which Perſeus the 
laſt King of Ad acedonia was overcome 
by e/Emilins, Within 16 years ano- 
ther Cotner appeared, which was at- 
tended with a wofal Dearth and Plague 
and a long war between the Carthage | 
#ians and the Romans, , An Army of | 
the Baſtaus going over the Ice,it broke | 
unJet them, that vety few eſca ped wich 
their lives, 

AM. 3819. There appeared a 


' Comet inthe ſign of Capyicory, in mag- 


nicude <qualling the Sun, and with its 
light overconting the darkneſs of che 
night. Of this Seneca (<) and after 
him many others have written. , This 
Prodigy was attefided with the Achaick 
War. The City of Carthage was ta- 
ken and defeSyad by Scipio, The Ciry 
of Corinth was burnt by Mdummins. . 
About ten years after that, another 
Comet appearcd for the ſpace of cighry 
three dayes, of which Sezeca writes. 
Atthe firſt appearance it was very ſmall 


.but within a few dayes it grew to a_ftu- 


pendious magnitude, (f ) extending it 


ſelf over the Via Laea, (0 as was won- 


derful to beheld. . 
(e) Puſftin ſpeaketh of a \Comet 
whoſc Ws was like chat. of: che Sup, 


Sid VIE CO RSS NP. IIS 


—T Conterniny Comets, $' 
che tail of it being go Degrees 'in 
length, ſhining ſo as that all the hea» 
ven ſeemed to be of a light fire, which 
is ſuppoſed to be the fame with *hat 
mentioned by Sezzca, As for Events, 
bloody Battles were fought between 
the Romans and the Ganuls, wherein ;a= 
infirite number of men were lain 
Alfo wars between the King vf;. Syris 
and the King of Egypt. The King of 
S$jria was deſerted by his Souldiers, ta- 
ME 23 :: --:  . 
A.A4..3863., (Or. according to $ — 4 
the computation of others Anno 3879) —_— aliis { 
Virgo, continuing 94 dayes. This was " 
that which. (6) Pliny calleth Terrificum 
feans, the terrible Star. Afithridates 
invaded Afa; after which followed 
that bloody Civil W:r between MH a- 
rigs ahd Ofavins. : 
. , A. 4. (Circitey ) $800. Several (:) 
Comets were obſerved as portentous of, . _..._ | 
the War between Pompey and C#far; NA Plts 7 
and of Pompry his fall. Itis alſore gg © | 
ported{ &) that Czſars death was' zt 4 Mizald, Z-z. | 
Magee aa Cornet of that ſort which C.g.Reckenb. 
is called Xipt2r. 4 
A.M. 3520. A(!) Comet appear o— I 
el iti Lrbra, flaming for. g5 dayes. The 4 
: D ſame i 


A Diſcourſe 
fame year Axtozius being overcome; 
killed himſelf, and 0@ avis s Ceſar ſub- 


dued the Land of «£gypr. It is almoff 
incredible to relate how many Millions 


Bt 


Z loft their lives in thoſe diftradted times, 


by the Reman {word at home and A+ 
broad. 

And thus much for Comets appcar= 
ing from. the beginning of the World 
until the Incarnation. of tte. Son of 
God, ſo far as Authors have taken no- 
tice of them. 


2 | CHAP. IV. 
; An Hiſtorical Account of what Blazing 
.. Stars were. ſeen within the firſt five 
. bunared Nears after Chriſt*s Jucar na- 
' $503, ana the. Notable Events which 
fill followed them, 


"FE Ger Y to conſider what 
Y. lazing Stars have appeared 

= our Saviours Nativity, Some 
| mention that, whichdiregted the Af ags 
on Ricioen tothe Town: and Houſe where Chriſt 


de novis fteltis Was born. The ſuperſtition of former 
C.19. P.179. ages bath pictured that Star with a 


E-- &c, _ ©, Blaze pointing towards Buhlebem. But 


T TI and ( L Forkers, have by invio-. 
2 '  Cible 


Coeirning Comte: 


5ble Arguments; proved that that ad- 


mirable Star was not a Comer properly. 
The firſt then which we ſtall take 
notice of, is, that which was ſeen, 4.D 


13. appearing in the gn of Arics {(» ) * Alftedius 5 


for the ſpace of 32 dayes. T 
Arſernntq, toti paſſim minitaiitia mondo 
Lumina - -- 

After which three Romas Legions PC 
riſhed, Pvintilins Varius, was [lain by 
the Germans, Upon hom the Em _ 
rour Tiberius maketh WAP 
Cum fera daforets Germania Yaram. 
Tafecitqtriuml:giorum ſanguime camporg 

A.D. 14, As Calviſius reckons, but 


according to other Chronologers A4.D, g Syetonius, 


x6. (0 Jdivers Comets ( or feveral ap- 
pearances of the ſame Comet ) were 
obferved, which have been judged as 
portentous of the death of Avgnſtus - 
Cz/ar, who dicd not long after- Other 
remarkable Events attending this Co. 
met, were, a great Mutiny in the Roman 
Army, terrible ſlarghters amongſt 'the 
Germans, Whole King Arminius was 
Nin by his own Kio'men: an Earth 
quake whereby a great part of the City 
of Kame was ruined, and 2n inundation 
through the River Taber? 5 ove! og 
ſ6 that many Perſ':ns & Evifices wer 
deftroyed, Da 4 D. 


Chron.C.49 


Alited. 


 P, 2159. 


q Seneca Nat, 


*£.7Z. 7. Chap. 


's Alitedius 


8 Ticitus Roc 
Eennichins, 
Mizalias. Al. 
ted, 


_-— 
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A: D+ 56. A. Star was ſceh in the 


; Lycoſthenes, ; 
| Alled.engetg ſign of Cancey, (p ) blazing for the 


{pace of tour Moneths, dircaing its 
courſe from the North towards the 
Faſt, The.Emperour Claudius dicd, 
blaody Nero ſucceeded, who murdered 
belices his own Mother, and his Wife, 
and his M aftcr Sexeca, an infitite num- 
ber of holy Martyrs, The ſame Co- 
met appeared again the next Year, ſo 
that Ners?: Reign began with a blazing 
Scar, great Commotions hapned in 7 «- 
aca, Chronologers obſerve that. it 
was 19 this Year, that  Hermogenes and 
Phygellus made woſul Apoſtaſte and 
Schiſmein the 4{arick Churches; and 
fo zpcared to be no other then wan- 


_ ring Stars, 2 Tim.3.19. 


A.D. 62. A Comet was ſcen fla- 
ming in the Heavens, (4) for the ſpace 
of ix moneths together, having its 
motionfrom the Eaſt, partly towards 
the Weſt,and partly towards the South 
(r) This appearing after Nero's quin- 
quennvinmy wherein he ſecmed « good 
E£ mperour,. was expired , *tis (r ) 
thought that it was portentous of his 
after unparalleld Crueltics, and moſt 
Tragical end. | | 

4. D, 66. Anotker Comet { 5) ap- 
7 | peared, 


Concerning Comets; 


peared for ſix Moneths together, in the. 


ſign of Gemins, Aﬀteer which follows 


cd prodigious Tempeſts, and a fearful 


Earth quake, whereby Laodicea, Hitva- 


polis, and Coloſs ( famous Cities iv the. 


leſſer Aſia) were ſorely afflicted, This 
Blazing Star was attended with a terri- 


ble Perſecution, in the which the A- 
poſtles Paul and Peter were put to. 
Death. Rowe was ſet on fireby Neve, 


that Conflagration continued for (ix. 


dayes together, Soon after this Age-. 
andey and his Followers cauſed preat 


_ trouble among Chriſtians in the Pri- 
mitive times, He was an Antichrift, 
þ.e. a falle Chriſt, it is not 1mprobable 


but that the Apoſtle obs hath reſpeat' 


to him as well as to other pretended' 
Chrifts, x 7ob.2.18. 
AD. 70. (oras ethers 71 ) A bla- 


zing Star like a flaming Sword appearcd: * Joſephus ds 


(t) for a year together. It was firſt ot» 
ſerved at the time of the Fews Piſſcover 
(viz. on the cighth of Apr:/) in the 
ſign of Yirgo. This was attended with' 
anew Emperour, viz. Feſpaſian, with 
the deftruction of fers/alem, and the 
moſt miſcrable ruive of the Jewiſh' na: 
tion, by the Sword of the Romany.” 
&) Many other Prodigies were” taken 
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A. Diſcourſe 
notice of at the ſame time: Armies, 
fiphting inthe Air, &c. Xephilinus wri- 
teth that there were two prodigious 
Ecliples of the Moon, vid. thac the 
Moon was obſcured ont*te fourth, and 
of tne ſcrenth day; And from him 
Lyciſtkenes ſpeaks to theſame purpoſe, 
But Calviſis did by calculation find, 
that there were two Eclipſes of the 
Moon this Year, which were not {uper- 
| natural, | 
| a Plin. Z 2. AD. 76. ( or 77. ) A Comet called 
| © 25. Sneto- (#) Acontias, b:caue. of. its appearing 
| Zivs. Lycoſtle in the form of a Dart, was, obſerved. 
E 2:50. — The Emperour Titus (1 inthe fifth Year 
| of. his Conſulſhip ). d ſcribed this Co- 
met in verſe... The next year anathcr 
Comct,was ſeen- ( or rather the ſame 
Comet appeared the fecond time) 
there followed an horrible Farth-quake 
\ YToreline £& i Cp as and other places, whereby 
, _—_ __ we Towns periſhed. (x) The next 
' Us, ., - © year a Comet was fcen again eighty 
daycs, EFarth-quakes followed, and a 
terrible Plague in Rowe, and a remark- 
ab'e Drought; When Yi/paben the 
Emperoitr ſaw this Blazing Star, be 
joked at it, ſaying, It concerned the 
Parthians who ad long bair, not bim. 
e.. - Why was Bald, But {oon after Frſpaſi av 
" himſelf 


of. * 
w 4-4 4 > 


4 


himſelfdied. 


Contyning Comets, 


This Comet was atten: * 


ded with the Herecſic of Cerinthus and 
the Ebwntes. 


[ eannot find in Authors, that any 
Comet appeared aſter that, for about 


the ſpace of fifty years, viz. not until 
the year of our Lord 138, when a Star 
(&) was {een blazing 39 nights together 
in the ſigns of 4qnarins and Piſces, An 
Hannquans followed, ſo that the Citics 
Go . 


Ty 


icopolis and Ceſavrea mere ſwallow- 


ed up thereby, | | 
A.D. 145. (4a) A Star was ſcen 


blazing in Aquarius fix nights. 


An 


2 Rockenhas? 


4. 


chius 


Earth-quake and a Prodigious Flood a em; 
followed. Rhodys and other famous 
places were ſhaken aſter an horrendous 


{JMannecr., 


The Yalentinian Aercticks 


prevailed about this time. 


A 


its form called Pogoxias) was ſeen, (6 


Grea 
Pires 
led ) 


D. 188. Abearded Comet(from 


t Wars enſned in the Roman Em- 
The Temple of peace ( fo cal- 
was ſuddenly burnt down: The 


Capitol was truck with Lightning and, 
| ſet on fire, the neighbouring Evifqgsi 
( wherein was a famous Library ) was: 
conſumed. The next year the City of 


Rome 


Avout this time the 


was afflicted with a ſorc Famine. 
Britans loſing their 
D 4 King 


) b Herodian Z, 1 


I, Layvatcr. 
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of Difrourſe 

King Zncias fell into diffentions a- 
mongft them(clves, and fo became a 
prey to the Romany. _- 

A.D. 195. in the dayes of the Em- 
perour Severus (c) a Star was fcen Ha- 
zing for many dayes together. Which 
was then looked opor as af @mes of 
approaching Miferies. About that time, 
there were great wars bet ween the Ro- 
mans and the Parthians; Allo lamenta- 
ble ' contentions and ſchiſmes amonpR 
Chritiaus about the obſervation of 
Eifter. © The Biſhop of Rome took v:p- 
on hin to excommunicate thoſe that 
werc not of his njin< about that matter 
whereby a wortd of fin and trouble was 
eccaſioned, and way made for Perſecu- 
tion. Not long aſter this the Originifts 
and thoſe that would be called A4p-tor 
tici occaſioned greit troubles in the 
Churches. | 

A.D. 217. (a): A Comet appeared 
in the hign of P:ſce; for 1$ dayes. This 
was attended with.the Death of Cara» 
callta, The Emperour Antonine vilit- 
ie che City off Axandria, defired to 
ke'the Youth therein, and' giving-a ſign 
to his Soaldiers cauſed tem to be cru- 
elly ſlain. The. Remans made great 
flaughtcr- amongſt the ' Gothes, -- The 


Converneng Comets; 
df Parthia came with a great: Army a» 
gainſt the Romans, The Empcrour 
us - ; 

After this time, no Blazin Star ap= 
peared ( or however none's mentioned 
by any Hyſtorian,that | have met with) 
for near upon an hendred years: The 
next was (e) A. D 306. ſoon afier 
which Conſtaxtias Chlorms (the Father 
of great Con fantine ) died at York in 
England ( then called Byi4aiv,) The bla- 
Zing Sta r was attended with the molt 
bloody. and cruel Perſecution that ever 
was, 9:12. that urder Diocl:fian, who 
hoped he had (according to his deſign) 
deſtroyed all that did bear the Name of 
Chriſt threughout the Earth, This 
Year did: Adverins his Schiſm happen. 
Within a few. years 415u; began to dif- 
ſeminate his Peſtiferous ©eqrine, and 
Donatiſme put the African Churches 
_ - — Blaze. 

. 323, A Comet appeared (f ) 
inthe ſign of Virgo. Afrer which Chef Pencerns =y 
Arian Bicrelie prevailed exceedingly, fo ;c9, aſt. &c. | 
that the Chriſtian world ( as \ ns 4 
ſpeaks.) ſigkeutto ſee it ſelf become an: 
A4%an, The memorable wars detween 
Conſtantine and: Licinigs hapried about- 
that time, which jfſucd.- in-wonderfof 

pO Db, -  _ _ changes 


e Scribente | 
Rockenbachis 


3K... : _ ''A Diſconrſe > 
| changes, the whole Empire being turn? 
ed upſide down. The marvellous things 
ſpokenof in the twelfth Chapter of the 
Revelationgerc now accompliſhed. 
A. D. 33H. A fiupendeus Comet; . 
and terrible to behold, was ſeen in the 
WH ſign of Aries (pg) cominuing for the 
| gOrofivsL. ſpace of fix Moneths; immediately 
| —— +. 710 after which followed the deach of Con- 
| alltedius Sc. ft antine, ſ1rnamed the great, whoſe 
S death made way for great Diviſions in 
the Roman Empire, and infinite miſeries 
upon all Chriftendome. His Son Cox- 
ftantius being an Arian, quickly be. 
cam? a Perſecucor. 
| AD. 363. A Blazing Star(+þ) was 
> 6 Eckſtormius feen and that not only in the night bur 
| _ in the day time. This was attended 
D ehotiani with /«/ian the Apoſtate his war againſt 
' Hevelius the Ferfrans, and with the prodigious. 
23-17 death of that great Apoſtate, About 
two years after that, another Comet 
was ſeen in A-zs, continving eleven 
weeks, A moſt prodigious Earth-' 
quake followed he which was _—_ 
| © (as Hiſtorians #fhirm y in all parts of. 
| 2s, the world. The like to- this Zarth- 
| Calviſus iz quake wasnever known... The waves 0 
{ Chronol, the Sea were roul'd out of their chanels,. 
and Ships.leſx havging onthe. taps of: 
22: — Hyuſes 


| SAI. ub - Ge 


Conctrning Comets, - "| 
Houſes; & a fearful-Inundation, ſo that 
 m-ny Cities, and ignumerable Souls pe- 
riſhed by thoſe Calamities. Ntany 
Perſons about Canſtantinople were kil- 
led by an Hail-fterm, The Azcea- 
»ian Hereſic caufed great troubles and 
diſturbances in the Church of Chriſl, 
The /rws attempted to rebuild a Tem- 
ple at Jeru(alemy but fire came trom 
Heaven, ard utterly conſumed their 
Foundation, The crucl Perſecution 
under Yalens began the next year, (0 
that the Church wwas in great danger of 
being carried away by*that flood, as 
Totn ,oretold inthe Revel. Ch,12 15. | 
A.D 383 (or as fome Hiſtorians A.D. t Rockenbdz © 
$93.) A Comet was fecn of that ſort &;u,. aiftedie 
which is called (4) Xiphias in reſpeet of vs, &&c. | 
its appear-ng like a Sword, bigper and Y. Niceph. Z, 
bigher then the Morning Star, which 12 &+ 33-38: | 
was then where this Comet appeared, 
vigin Libre, continuing for the tpace of 
four Montts, viz. from the beginning 
of X1ay to September. Its motion was 
towards Vr/a Major, in the midft of 
which Conſtellation it diſappeared. 
This was looked upon as portentous of 
Eupenins his Ir,vaſicn. The Battle 
fought between Theodofins & Enpgenus: + | 
Was 4 yery memoraþle.Providence,, >"Þ>|**=- 1 
> inalouch =O 
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| A Diſcourſe - 
inaſmuch as upon Theodofige his Pray- 


the Arrows of the Enemy into their 
own faces, the Stars in their courſes 
Gehcing againſt them. Some mention 
F alent mians ſirangulation, and a pro- 
digious overflowing of the River N /«s 
as direful conſequents of this Comet. 
The Helwidians, Priſcilianiſts, and 0- 
ther Hereticks who cauſed great trou- 
bles amongft Chriſtians began this 
Year. _s us 
2 AD. 88g. ABlazing Star appeare 
| mares © from the North, beirg in the ſign of 
| Tom.1,P.619 Gemini,continuing for twenty dayes. (/} 
| 62%, Its Magnitude and brightneſs equal re 
Wa Lucifer, In form like unto a Pillar. 
Preelas obſerved this Comet to be 
higher then the Planet 7 mpiter. One 
remarkable event which hapned after 
It, was, a moſt prodigious Hail-ftorm 
continuing without int ermiflion for two 
dayes together, Great Commotions 
and changes in France: by reaſon of 
Ataveomers invalion hapned not long 
WE —_ _ Alſo wars between T heodo:; 
3 ; #5 and AZA4xXImngs, | 
| RR. A.D. 402. ( circiter ) (m) Ancx- 
+ Claudianus 7» ceeding bright Comet in- form like a 
E Poemate dz v098--was cen, After this Camus 
 belloGerees ENT TT © ©. made 


OW aw 


ers, God fent a Storm which beat back 


3 


Concerniny Comets; 

made an attempt upon Conſtantinople; 
Stilicus waging war with the Gorhg, 
overcame them. The Emperour Ar- 
cadins died, An Army conſiſting of 
no leſs then two hundred thouſand 
Barbarians under Radapiſo made a 
fearful irruption upon the Rowan Em- 
pire. Now was the firſt Trumpet 
(which ox ſpeaks of inthe Apocalyps) 
ſounded. Theſe tercibie ſhakings in 
the Roman Empire being fitly ſet forth 
by chat of a ſtorm of Hail, and Fire, 
and Blood, Rev.8 7, as Mr. Afede in- 
terpretech. A great Pcriecution was 
raiſed againſt the Chriſtians in Perfa 
Alſo the Perſecution raiſed by the Do- 
natiſts in Africa, was within a year 
or two of chis time. 

A.D. 40g. Lhere was an amazirs 
Zciipſe of the Sun, ſo that the Stars 
were ſeen in che day time... This was 
attended with a fearful Comet appears | 
ing likea Sword in the ſign of Yirgo, = 
(») blazing for the ſpace of four months y Niceph. 
( viz, June, Iuly, Angaſty September.) 13.C 26 Mo 
The greateſt Calamitics followed that 
bad been heard of in the World. All 
Emrepe, a great part of Aſia, and d4fri- 
ca, was overwhelmed with Judgments, 

A lore Drovgit, ard Famine and Peſit- 
| [zace, 


4 


8 Herlicius. 
Alltedius, © 


% ny 
I 4" 8111, 
KW 


Mercellinus, 


. grievouſly infeſt the Britains, 


. A Difcourſe'” 


Jence, add wars amonpſt the Natiohs 
ſwept away an infinite number of Mc:n, 


. Rome was taken by Alaricus the- Goth, 


who {et up whom he pleaſed as Empe- 
rour there. Now did the ſecond An- 


gel (ou-:d the Trumpet, and the Rowan 


Empire {uffer a violent death, and is 
theretore reſembled unto -a $:4 wade 
bloody by the fall of a great Mountain all 
in a flame, as the forementioned g' cat 
Interpreter doth expound, Rev. 8.8. 


A.D. 4 8. A Coinet Was ſien 1 in 


Libra, inthe Monch of September. (v) 


Great Sedition and Commotions fol- 
lowed throughout Jraly, and in Spaiys 


The Africans prepared a formidable 
' Fleet and marched towards Rome. Not 


long after” this, Famous Hierom died, 
The Pelſtilent Herefie of 'Pelagius 0C- 
caſtoned m-.ch trouble in the Chur: 
ches. 

A.D. 423. An horrible Comet was 
ſeenflim'ng: (p) Immediately upon 


which the Emperour Hoxorins diced. 


Caſtinus with an Army cometh upon 
the Vandals and miketh preat ſl.ugh- 
ter in Soain, The Scors and Pilts 


AD: 


# 
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Concerning Comtts: 

 A.D+ 423. This Year upon a preat. 
Fclipſe cf the Mooh, a Comet appear- 
ed, (9) after which Prodigious ſhaw- 
crs of Blood were tained down -upon 
T holsus in France for a whole day to- 
gether. A terrible Perſecution was 
raiſcd agaitift the profeſſors of the 
truth in. Africa, by Genſevicks, Theo- 
doricus the King of the Yiſigoths ware. 
ring againſt 41/4, was ſlain, 


q Lycoſthenes } 
Lavater Alfteq-8 


4.D. 443, A Comet was ſcen in 
the ſign of Zeo, continuing many dayes, 
(r) There followed a Prodigious r Herlicive 
Earth quake in the Zaſff. Attila op- Eckſtormius 
preſſed and deſtroyed a great part of 
Ttaly. The Penctians periſhed by a 
Flood. The Eutichean Hereſie began 
to prevail, 


A.D. 454 
divers appg 
which 
quake 
Attila 
Cities 1 
FNorthe: 
dred tho 
fearful 


himſelf 


> 


"56 _ _ ns 
I getius, Rome was taken and ſpoiled 
by Genſericus. 


_ -_-- ,. Hiſtorians make mention of two 0- 
rZavater, zy- ther Comets obſerved in this Century, 
cofthenes, Al- The one (t) A.D. 459. which was fol- 
ſtedius, flowed with a ſore. Peſt amongſt miſe- 
rablte Mortals. The other A.D. 488- 
 Aﬀter which great troublcs were raiſed 
by 4rian Hereticks. Gaudamond the 
King of the Yauda/s became the Au- 

thour of a great Perſecution, 


| 


| 


© Ceri Cont x 


yn 


. CHAP: v; 


of Comets! which apjRared beweie the Year 538 


and ror with ſome vem ar kable Events. 
D.- $9. & Bezfded Grinet appentel 26 
dayes, if the Eaſt, pointing weſtward. 
f ales which'there was a wonderful Eirth quakes 
whereby many ( not = perſons but ) whole Qiz 


_- ties periched. "I 


A, D<i'*533..A formidatu'e Comet abpeared 
inthe Mortth-of- December, inthe ſign-ot Sagit= 


: tarins. - (w) This was followed wich an Earth- 


<-Guake= . Ripopulartumult in Conſtantinople, A 
- Plague at Awrioch and in other places, The Ziwag 
Ccaulc troubles in Europe, . : 

© AD. 541. A. notable Comet appeared on 
' Eaſter: Day. 1x) - There followed an univerſal 
:Earth:quakein the which Zpidamon, Corinth and 
' Anazirbam, did aboye other places ſuffer damage. 
- Totilas overcame Demetrius in a Sca-fight, took 
: ſeveral Cities and- :Countries. The memorable 
- changes wherein Beliſanins.was concerned, haps 
- ned about this time, . Tar/athe King of the Goths 
was called Flagellum dei Gods Scourge. Pie rain . 
led a cruel. Perfecution againft the Chriſtians 
: Which were at this time in /talp» - 


- u Calviſjus ex Cedreno, Allted, w Calyiſiu Pretorins, 
Allted, x Lycolthenes, Rockenbachuus, - 


L | A. Di | 


x4 14 Diſcowſe 
A-D: 55. A Comet in the form of a Lante 
or Spear was ſeen'in ths. Yorch, poirting Weft- 
ward. (y.) After which Rowe was taken by To- 
 Filas Fhe'Hans waſtcd:Fravcia and T baringia. 
A.D. 586. A Comet appeared fora Moncth; 
(z) It is obſerved, that this Comet was attended 
-withthe-death of taany' Princes. _ And the War 
' between Aanritins and. 'the Perfiens, Allo, a 
fearful inundation,and-the Plague iti /ra/y hapned 
.:notlong after. oſr pers tg 
A.D.5 94. A formidable Blazing Star-appear- 
-edin-faxnary, for a Moneth together,” and was 
. feen both in the mornibg and in the;evening.' (« ) 
Aſtct this, /ta/y was afflited. with. Armies of 
 Locuſts, A ſore Drought, Famine, and (the 
rag . were the woful-attendants of - this Pro- 
IS1C, ; | : 23013 3 
re P1-D.-600. (rirriesy ) A: Comet Horrendous 
' to bebold, appeared fix Moncths together. (4 ) 
+ Adamritius ( the Emperour') was by-the Biſhop bf 
*Romes inſtigation Murdered by Phocas, Great 
"eontentions were kindled between.the Biſhops of. 
Rome and Gonſtantmople, The former, was now 
detlired to-be the univerſal head of the Church. 
+Everfiace this time' the Bifhops -of Rowe bave 


*. "5 Funccius. Prextorius, Alftedius' babet: Annum 550. .2 
Lavater, Rockenbachius, Faſcic temporum, - Alitedius © atit 
. $4hent-amum. 589 4 Diac. L.4.C.q4.-Lavater Alftedius, 6 Ni- 
cephorus, Z, 18 . Co 35. Rockenbachius, Pb, 
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Gen! no betret then Blazing Stark. Four Years 
afrer (© ).this, another Cemet was ſeen in the 
Moneths of April and May,& again in Newember. 
& December, + Notlong atter which Coſvocs 'the 
King of. Per fga grievouſly infſted the Rowar. Emed 
pire, He «efivered ninety; thouſand; .Chriftizng 
into the hands'of the Ziws, tobe by them with 
wicked hands flain and-murdered. | 
A.D: 629, Another'Comet 20peared About 


| 4his time + Mabomer began to diffuſe his peſtiies 
Tous Doarine.'-, He had an apoſtare 47oxb to 


help hinv. in! compoſi ing- his di-b-4ical Religion, 


whereby muth of that part ofthe World, which 
hag bcen cnlightned with the Sun of:Righreout; 
neſs, was overwhelmed again with he Garkne(s 


of Infidelity.He is therefore fitly ſet forth inthe 4- 


pocalyp[e,by the type of a Star falling ts cheEarth, 


& a {moke arifing therefrom, whereby the'Sun & 


the gir'was dafkened ;1 And 1t is not to- 'de- won 


dred at; if {o- great 4:Plague 'to*the World as 
HM ehometiſm, \is, was -preceded *and- attended 


with Blazing! gtars; aSih' the after. Relations' will 
appear. Nevet'was the' dominion 'of ' any Nas 
'Tion ſpread fo far, andiniſo- ſhore' a tire as thar 
-of the'Saratins,” In the fpace of about forr- 
ſcore: Years there was _6dee to the: Diabolical 


Fi ts «a4 > 
C zycolihencs, +* viz. Anno, 61d. ut habet Alfted. in Chros 


-Hol Cap.,28./-+ Calviſius; Meychius, 0: dl in annum 6159 


buns Cometann $7 anjponere w__ 


"King 


54 | "A Diſcourſe. 
Kingdome of Aabvmer ,. Paleſtina, Syria; both 


Armenias, a\molt all the [fſer Aſia, Perfia, [nding 


Egypt, Numidia, all Barbary, Portugal, Spain, & 
oreat part of 7taly, as alſo $16, Candy, Cypres, 
&c. Though many vf theſe places were not ſub- 
Jugatcd to Aabower, until the next Century. in 
a word, the Sarazens are not without reaſon 
thought to be intended by the rf wo T TApce, 
(4) Propheſied of in 'the Keveilation. Thoſe 
tormenting Scorpions proved a bitter Plague 19 
the Chriſtian World, more eſpecially for the 
ſpace of five prophetical Moneths , (4, e. 15> 
Years;) and the times were then ſo woful, as that 
men dia in thoſe 4ejes ſeek Death, but conld: not find 
8s Rev. 9:9. «©: 

. A:D5i:638. A Blazing Star in form of a Sword 
fanding tqwards the South. appeared for a 
Moneth. :(e) This was attended with. an Earch- 
quake for thirty. dayes: together. About this 
time che Sarazens ſubjugated Peruſoley, pamaſ- 
c«:r, and all Syria.  , - 

A-D. .676. ( Civciter ) A Comet was cen 
divers times. - ,(f) Once it appeared for three 
Moneths cogether, being ſeen inthe Morning in 
| angaft, riling jin-the Eaf.. In appearance like 
'vatos Aiming Pillar, The Plague and Famine 
towed, alloa great Drought, {othat i it rained 


Pi 


« dv; Mede In ug :62Puticcius, Ina. Allted, St- / 


pebert. f Sigebert, _ _ Cent. 7. Col3e. 
| not 


Eone#ning. Oowets. is. 
got (eg) in ſame;places far the ſpace of three years 
together, The Sarazeys came with a great fleet 
inta Sicily, and brake in upon the Roman Empire 
like a flood. Pope Doras died this year, 

' AD, 684. A Comet was ſeen in the 
Moncths of December, 7annary, and February. 
It was obſerved in the Cay time as well as in the 
night, near the ſeven Stars, ſhining with a dim 
light not unlike to that of the Moon when coyer- 
ed with a thin Clond, (+6) After this, moſt hor- 
rible Thander-ſtorms, Plagues, Famine, and 
Floo:ls followed, to the amazing ruine of mortals. 
Alſo the direful flames of YVeſnvins, brake forth 
to the no ſmall terrour and confuſion of the Coun- 
trey adjacent, | 
. AD. 729. Some (:) write of two Comets 
appearing this year at the ſame time, viz. in the 
Monethof 7anvary, The one in tie Morning 
before the Sun, the other in the evening after Sun! 
ſet, But others do more probabiy conceive that. 
by reaſon of its great declination, the ſame Co- 
wet appeared bgth in the morning . and in the 
evening, (k). A terrible Plague followed in ma-_ 
ny places, eſpecially at Conſtantinople in-xhich Cie 
ty three hundred thouſand were ſwept away by 
that Beſom of Deſtruction, The Sarazers in- 


. g Bellarmine Chrono], in Anno 675, Alfedius/Chron. 
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vaded Spain, The Longobardi fell upoh 7raly,be- 
fieged Rome it ſelf. 4 Woful Tumbits and 
Schikms were amongſt profeſſed Chriſtians about 
the worſhippinf of Images. Not long after this 
che Chriſtians under 'the conduct of Chevies 
Ataret: ſlew above three hundred thouſand Se 
Favors, t OS 
” AD 745. A Comet appeared in the latter 
end ot! this' year. (1) Various Diſeaſes and much: 
Sickneſs was obſerved: ta follow, in ſpecial a 
Plague of three years continuance miſerably de- 
populated S7cily, the Zdeatterantan 1ftavas, and 
Ed ORE ER | 
A.D. 763. ABlazing Star appeared for the 
ſpace of ten dayes in the Eaſt. (») After that 
zn the Weſt twenty one daz es. Another Comet 
was ſeen about two years after this. Remarkable 
Events attending theſe Prodigics, were, the '7 arks 
breaking in upon Armenia; an intolerable: cold 
Winter, ard after that as fiery a Suromer, and a 
Fery affiQive Drought. 
was obſerved in tne Monetth .of November. (5) 
Both the Light and the Pare it was amazing 
£0 behold, It appearcd like two Moons meeting 
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"— Conrerning Cov-et7] 57. 
and departing, and ſometimes like a Man without 
an Head, The Jrneys Event attending this 
Prodigy was the death of Charles the Great. The 
Emperour himſe'f was aftonifhed at this Comes, 
(if we may cellit a Comet) ſuppoſing it to por- 
tend his own Death, and great changes to follow 
in his Dominionss 

A.D. $37. A Comet (o) appeared in April in 
the lign of /:rgo, and inthe ſpace of 25 dayes 
paſſed through Leo, Cancer, and, Gemini, until it 
came into the head of Tanrns, and there diſap- 
peared under the feet of Aurige. The next year 
another ( or the ſame again) Comet appeared 
in Auturan, in Zi6bra, it was (cen in the morning 
before Sun riſe, and of an hyrrendous afpe&. 
The Spring following another ( or the ſame Co- 
met) appeared in Aries, it was ſcen in the E: 
ycning, 

A. D. $42. A Comet was obſerved in 4qn4; 
yine. (p) | - 

A,D. 344. A Comet was obſerved by 4/þu- 
waſar to be above Yenus, As for the remarkable 
Events attending theſe Comets, thus frequently 
appearing in fo ſhort a ſpace, there are many 
memorable paſſages noted by Hiſtorians as hap». 
ning abour this time. e.g. The death .of the 
Emperour Ladovices Pins, and of P;pin King of - 


'0 Calviſius, Hevelius, p Fanccius, Edkfiormins. ? 
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Fraxce, The Sarenens. care upon. Ttaly like a 
flood. nor leaving Rome it lelt fntouched ; many 
of them-;periſhed in thewaters as they returned 
into Africa, - (q) An unhappy, War brake out 
between Lotharius and his two Bre thren Lewis 
and C a 2:9 Ami shty Army was brought in- 
to the Fic'd, Lorbarins was worfted. The greats 
Et part of the Nobility and Flower of the French. 
Nation was ſlain, '* Notlong aſter this in Ger-, 
many, Famine prevailed.ſo as that the Parcnts did. 
eat their own Children, and ſometimes Children 
thcir Parents. | 
AD. 3868. A Comer appeared (+) which 
was attended with, a great Eartk- quake. *The 
next year the Emperour Lothavins died. The 
Danes cruelly walled England, 10 did the Slavi 
do ip Batavia at. the ſame time. Afichaet the 
Emperour of the Faſt, was deprived of the ule 
of ' bis reaſon, one of the meancſt of his Servants: 
killed him, and becariie an Emperour,' between 
whom and the SAYAagens there were great conflidts, 
The Greth and Latine Churches were at variance, 
and the Patriarch of Cat antinople was depoſed. 
AD: 874. A Blazing Star with long and ficry 
Beams appeared in the beginning of April, conti- 
ning for a Moneth, being lcen in the day as well 
a5 n the night (s) The next jcar a Ccmet wheſe 
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Concerning Comns- * 
colour was more red then vſeth to be, the tail 
very long, was ſcen in the Moneth of Fame. The. 
Plague and Famine followed. The,cruel Danes. 
made more fcartyl ſlaughters in Z»g/and, until: 
they got the Land into their poſſeſſion. ' Ethus 
the Rirg of Sgorland, and the Emperour Lewis 
the ſecond diced this year, lhe Germays invade. 
France with ab Army. Jtaly was again ſorely af- 
flited with the Sarazens. FR | 
AD. 882, A Comet with a long tail was ſeen- 
in the Moneth of 7 annary (:) within a ſew Cayes. 
aſter which Lewis tha King of Germany Gied, al- 
ſo the Ring of Fraxce died that yeat. The Nore, 
9141s ſcll upon Germany, and burned the famous. 
City of Trevire, There was this year an attempt. 
to poyſen the Pope ( ob» the 8:h,) but the poy- 
ſon not being ſtrong enough, one took an hammer. 
and knocked out his brains- | -- 

' A.D. 902, A Comet appeared in the moneth 
of May, for forty dayes. (v} The Hungarians 
ſell with a great Army upon Jraly, defiroying fa- 
mous Citics. And in Lombargy they laid all waſte, 
before them. The Saraxers ſpoiled Greece, and. 
the \ſlands of the Mediterravean Sea, Lew;rthe 
King of the Longebards being taken Priſoner by 
Berengerins ( the Popes Emperour ) had hiseyes 
put out, Soon aftcr this p»na/dss the King of 


Scotland died. Wc 
z Calviſius, Lycoſthenes, Alſtedius. # Alſtedins haben 
4nnmm g0Oz ali vero #hnum 904+ Calyiftus, | , 
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.- A Diſconſt | 
"AD: 5rz: A red fiery Comet appeare@ ih 
the fign of Capricorn. (») Aﬀter this the Han- 
rians Cauſed woful Deſolations in Germany. 
There was alſo a great inundation of Waters in 
Saxony, The Emperour Lewis the ſecond having 
aft fucceſs inhis Wars, died with grief, Alrx4ndew 
the Eniperour of the Eaft, was taken ill as tie was 
playing at Ball 3 thenext day Bivod iſſving our 
of all parts of his Bedy died. Anaftafins the 
and Abzal the Sarazen Ring died this year 
a10, ; 

_ A.D. 942: A Comet appeared in the Moneth 
of November continuing for about fourteen dayes. 
(#) Therr followed Civil Wars in Jraty. A great 
Settition and Rebcllion in Fravce, The Turks 
 Hvaded Thrace. Conftantine the King of Scot- 
Lent betook himſelf te x Monaftary. There was 
great Mortality of all forts of living Creatures, 
and fome parts of the World were affiiacd with 
a ſore Famine, 

AeD. $44. A Comet appeared which was 
of marvellous magnitude near Caſſiopea, with 
frery Beams iſſuing from it. (y) The Plague, 
Floods, and Famine followed. 

A-D. 975. A fiery Blazing Star was ſeen in 
the Moneth of Aug,yft, continuing for eight 
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Conciring Conmtt7? : 4 
Koneths togcrhitr.  (z) The Emperour Orro;! 
ericyoully waſted Bohemia; which*injurics were” 
revenged by 'tue Doke of Bavaria. Zimiſtas? 
the Emperout w as poyſoned. Culimys the. King) 
of Srotiaid, Ailkbzca the King-of Cordnbain Spain 
died, | - 28%, 

A.D. 084. A Blazing Star was ſeen; (4) A 
Forth quake, Wars, Plague, Famine follows 


The Emperour and the Pope died. , - | 
CHAP, VI. | 


A Continuance of the Hiſtory. of Comets, winly 


the Events attending them unto the Trax 1200; * , 


' A D. 16006, An horrendous Comet was fee 
A appearing in the Moneth of December, a 
bout 9:4 P.M. (6) There followed.a moſt tcrri- 
ble Earth quake. And great Wars between the. 
Emperour of Conſt antinople and the Bulgarians, 
Otto the Emperour killed Cre/centins who was the 2 
the principal man in civil power at Keme, whole* | 
Wicow gave the Emperour a pair ef Gloves in- +. 
ſeed with Poyſon, which proved his Death. _ 
Ef the Duke of Saxo»y put in for the Impe-, | 
rial Ctown, but he was reſiſted by the States of 
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ſhe Empire, baniſhed, apd the next year, killed? 
England was grievouſly infeſted by . the crucl 
| Pens. In Scotland the fiſh died in the waters, ſo 
- As thatthey were in great multitudes caſt upon 
| the ſhoar, putrilying and Rinking, that the air 
| Was corrupted, and ficknefs followed, Alſo a 
fievous Famine attended this Comet, and a pro- 
tgious Drought, ſo as that both Mea and Cattle 
of thirſt, moſt of the great Rivers in Europe 
| Might be wadcd over. | 
| wvAD. 1605.4 Blazing Star horrible to behold 
| was fcenflaming in the Heayenin the (c) Spring 
time, for the ſpace of thirteen dayes. And (d ) 
eainin OFﬀober. There followed a. moſt fearful 
lzapnc continning for three years. In fome pla- 
reswhileſt the living were borying the dead, they 
rew their laft breath, and were.thirown into the 
Srave with thoſe whom they intended to leave 
there. Many whole Cities were utterly [aid waſt 
ghercby. And the Villages 'were empticd of 
their Inhabitants, ſe as that the Cattle belonging. 
* to them had none to own them or look after them, 
| Above halfche Inhabitants of Germaxy were ſwept 
- away with tbat Beſom of DeftruQion. *A War. 
' alfe between. the Zmperour of Germany and the 
| Pdlander: followed this Comet. The Duke of 
L.orain ( who was the laſt of Carolns daguns his 
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Poſterity) died, [Baldwin the Farlof Flanders 
took up artns againſt his Uncle Gedfria Duke of 
Arden whom the Emperour had. confiituted Sucy 
ceſſour to the Duke of Lorain.. ' About this time 


there-were great:tumults and blood: ſhed in Ger- * 


muany, occalioned. by- the Emperours impoling 
fd engarans as Arch biſhop ef '7 riers, whenas 
Aaelbey was before choſen, and the Duke of Beaver, 
744 ingaged in his quarrel againſtche Emperour, 
AD. 1009. 'A-Southcrn Comet terrible. to 
behold was ſceninthe latter end. of May: (+) 
An unhappy Civil Warin Germany followed., In 
the Moncth of 4vgnff, a great ieetof Danes lane 
ded in Z»g/and, and cruelly deſtroyed the Inhabi- 
tants of the Seacoaſt; This year-:atto Pope 7oh# 
18, deſcended to his own place, whoſe Sucgcfiors 
name was *. Peter Hogs Syont, being aſhamed of * 
his Swiniſh Name ( thovgh not.of bis Swiniſh na- | : 
ture. )- -he:called * himſcif Sergivesz ever: fince 
wilich, it hath been the-faſhjon br hoſe, thae 
Tive at the Popedome to have;a new name given 
to:them. The next year the Duke of Saxo»y 
died..': The Sardtens deſtroyed: that moſt ſumy- 
.taous Church which the Chriſtians had built. in 
Feruſalem, and burned down. many, AMovaſierits * 
.and. Retigions Houſer, The Norwoans made -woſul - 1 
bavockin the Yerberdapd?, burning the Cities/gf 


- e Ricciolusex Cardato; ' Hill, Ecrleſy Gent. 11, Cap. 13: 
* Pears Fucea Poree © $1 ail); © 48 


Lo REES 6 4 Dife þ- "Ip 7 » 
File, Uirith, &c-. The+ Blague ſine pt away 
multitudes i9.many pants of .the World. , alſo a 


Flandrs loi thouſands were Crowned. - - .. 


| _-*.4 D.:1619-;, AComet ja formilike a Beam, ap* 
 - earcd in the Gn/of Teo, cominuing for the ſpace 
of foor Moncths:; -(f) Thiswas attended with 
Wars between the Dares and-the Sweder.” : Alſo 
the/Pope fer the" Netwenr and the Greghs. toge>, 
ther by the cars... The Bifiopof. Urreck took up 
7taly-were expoſed to great miſeries, becauſe: (as 
Hittorians. relate ); they. were® ſeen Mocking,. 
Seour ping, and 'Cruciſying our Lord Chriſt. 
| 'effoie. Inſomepartsof the"World the' Plague 
| raged, - This year- alſo, the Duke' of! 4ufric, 
s Gdicd;/and the Duke of 'Ba/garia was lain, ' Th 
, "*Fpaxc« it rained Blood. , ER oe 
if [D./ 031. Another (# )-Comer apprared; 
Þ, ance was embroiled ih civil Wars, Great .mu-. 
tations followed in-Burgindy; by reaſon of the 
death of: cheit King, which pat;an end - to- that; 
Kingcome after it had continuethfor the ſpace of 
[+44 Years. Ode (the/King obi Burgundy this' Sie, 
Meers Son )-put infor the Crown; but Cexrad (then, 
-Empetour) weged War upon the Buy pungians, 
an{depoſedi0Ze.7 i The Yandalrfelbupontheting 
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pirc, faying waftabovean hundred, Villages, ar 
carrying away: many. thouſands of .Captiyes, ;The 
Saraxexs burnt down:'many Towns and. Cities in 
Sjrie, Alſo, with no {cefs then.a thouſand Gallies 
they: fell upon the matitime. Ifſauds, (+4) It is 
Moreover obſcrvable, that a-Floog,. 8nd; Plague, 
and Famine.did atrend this Blazing Star. - 
 A.D. 1038, A- Comet was ſeen. (&): This 
year,Conrad the Emperour being in Parma, Thie 
eople proved tumultuous & ſegitious, the-event 
of which was, many: of the Citizens:were deftray- 
ed, andthe City was,burpt, A-great Battle: yas 
Fought hetwees the Emperour of: the Eaſt, and 
the. Sarezers, who: baving civil-&tfcords:2- 
mong themſclyes were.overcome, The :Ring:of 
Ceaſte/i{abducd the 4ſores, whole King was killed. 
The King of Hungarian died this year., Penduiph 
was by the Emperour cjedcd-out of his Principas | 
lity,: ::(/)-Theſſalonicaand. other placgs were 4 ] 


voully.afflicted with-a Famine, The- next. 
Kyeral--Princes expircd; and the. Fmpcrour died 
21(4;ÞD. 1042. 4 Comerwas fees the (ixth of = 
-OFober,; continuing: all; that: Maneth - with long) 
Maming - Locks, having. its Progcels from theEaft - 
towaray the Weſt. (») - Mansatas falling aut | 
with the. Emperour, ſought to. get. the: Imperial 


-b Alſtedius, 4 D Chriſtian. "Alftegips, - -& Calvigus, | | 
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Crown vpon bib own head, for which eh fe be? 
took himſelf ts the Bulgarians, and - obtained a 
ViRory over the Imperial, Ariny. Nevertheleſs 
the was himſelf mortally woundcd, arid ſoon after 
died. Alſo, the Serwians rebelled apainſt: the 
Eaſtern Emperovr, who loſt forty thouſand of his 
Souldiers in chdcayouring ro ſubdue them. It 
was in this year, that Hardecannte, (-) who then 
.Reigned in England, after he had barbarouſly 
*caufed his Brother Harold to: be dus out. of his 
-Gravc; as he was Feaſting died ſuddenly''sf an 
©Apoplexy. ' Alfred ſucceeding-inthe Kingdome; 
{died within a few MonethsS: , Adicharl the' Empe- 
-rourof the Eaff, after: he< had Reigned- fou? 
.Moneths removed his Queen Zoes putuing her in- 
co a Monaſtery, whereupon-the mult itude'made 
a tumult, purſuing che #mperour with ſtones. for- 
-cing 'him” to ſet the Quecw' at libefty, ands theh 
+ Ko him arid*put out his eyes. ard ſent.him away 
to a Monaſtery, aud anothet perſon-:married 
| yZoer and heeame- Etnperouf:4-* :This yea! wFa- 
mine began, which laſted ſeven ycars, .\. i 
F* A.D. 1058. A Comet was ſeen. | (5) TheXing 
J:of Poland died. AFaminein that Countreyf 
lowed. - 1/aacius (4) the Emperour as he Wis go- 
:3ng oY watcr-to* 'C onft antinopie, was {mitten with a 
yu of Lightning, which did'ſo aftoniſh:bim, as 


- 0 Polydor,- Virgil, * Alita: Ciiron, Cap, 25s 4 Furc= 
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that he laid-down his Robss,! atid, refignifip his 
Crown unto one that was no-way related to him, 
-betook himſelf 'ro a relis10us HouſE wiereof an 
Eeperour he became a Porter, 0 
AD, 1966. An amazing Comet was' ſeen by 
the whole World, (+) It appeared firſt in the 
beginning of ALay, and cofitinuzd ' for” the {pace 
of forty dayes.” The' body of it was #s big as 
the Moon when atithe fol, but'is it begafi t6 have 
aſtream, that increaſing, the body ot the Star 
decreaſed, Authors motcover affirtn;' that ano- 
thicr Blazing Sear (or the ſame again) did:appeat 
the two following yeafs. (-) As for remark. 
able Events attending 'this Prodipy, they ' wefe 
fuck as theſe. Great Wars in many places of the 
World, e.g, In' Afaz berween the' Cbriffiafte 
and the Saravtyr, In Exrope, between the Etri- 
perour and the Yarlalr, The King of Aorway, 
with-a thouſdind Ships invaded Zngland; He 
cruelly. waſted the Land, murdering above a thous 
ſand of the Cletgy; bur was in Battle” overcome 
by the King of Zzg/and, and (lain, -> Inthe latter 
end of theyear iliam the Duke of Norwanay 


{commonly though improperly called the'Con- 


gnerons') came into England, there was:a bloyd 
Batrle.fought between bim & H«y/4 then Kih 
pl.-Z»8/4n9; wherein Haro/d was flain,after which 
the Land. became SubjeR to the Normins,,. Allo 
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$a re tte FPagus, and , Famine attended 
- A.D.,1071. An Oriental Corget appeared in 
the Morning for twenty five dayes. (:) The ftream 
Jong ang flaming, - Great Seditions and Commo- 
tions ih Holand followed. Spain flamed with 
. War, the: three Suns of Ferdinand Aitriving for 
_Dominion, unity] Sarins overcame bis two Bre- 
tHren, but wes himſelf che next year treacherouſly 
Nain, and his Brother Alfon/ſus was brought out 
_of a Monaftafy to wear a Crown, The Saxons 
'Tebelied, Great Contentions arofe between the 
*Emperovr.and the Pope, until ar laſt the Pope 
cauled the imperial Niajeſty to ly down und erhis 
Feet. - Diogenes (the Emperour of the Eat had 
wars with the. 7 hs. | His Army was betrayed 
by his Son in Law Androvices, {o was he taken by 
the Tarks. who aftef they bad treated him with 
great civility, gave him his liberty apain, 
; E Aneronicus made a Prifoner of him, 
and cauſed his eyes40: be put out, not bfmg 
any Medicires for his healing, fo that wortns bre 
inhis eye hotes. whereby he died miſerably, * _ 
The latter end-of this, attd_the beginning” of 
the nefr.Century, was famous for the appeatance 
of Comtts-with an unwonted frequency; For 
£00&(y)Hiſtotians relavetonicerhing A BL3994 
| $61:97,.98,-99, I 101, 1402, 1103, 1 164, 4106 
ng Star as {ce 


. 2109, 1110, 1113. that a Blazing 
..," t Pratorius, Alibdiis, 20 Ques wdec/tiow bpm Mev: 
my Cometographia, L442. EE bGd.. 


Cohtirnins Comet Ys 
#5 evety one of theſe years, Tt would ff} x yo- 
lume to ſpeak particularly and fully concerning 
the miſeries of theſe doleful crimes. In Syri« 2 
food hapned, whereby innumerable - thouſands 
were drowned, Famine, and the Plague "raped 
throughout almoſt the Whole Earth. In (») Ger 
»any the Pepe. ſtirred up the Satovs againk thei 
lawful Zmperout Henry V. There were no lefs 
then five bloody engagements, wherein the 
lives of many famous Pfinces were loft, and Ri- 
vers of Blood were ſpilt upon the ground. Bye 
the moſt remarkable arid great concern attending 
theſe iterated blazing Stars, was the Holy War (as 
It uſcth to be called ) which lafted for many years; 
and proved moſt unhappy to the whole Chriſtian 
World. 1 4, 
 A.D- 11432. A Comet of horrendous thagni- 
tude appeared in the Moneth of Oober. o) 
The Swedes and Danes revolt from their Zmpe- 
xour which cauſed gteat troubles arid commons 
#fis in thoſe Countries, The Eatl of Holand fal- 
ling upon o_ made woful deſolations thete. 
Ratisbene was burnt Gown to the ground, There 
were alſo great Comimotions in Sicily this Feat. - 

_A.D,” 1145. A Comet appeared wager" 
for a Moneth, being of a bright and fiery coleus. 
$2] Which was atterided with sreat- troubles be-! 
tween the Armenians and the Turks, In Haſte# 

"WA ER u6E Hiſt, Feeles, Cent: 14.©; 333 Bits 
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W” 2 Dif" 
the Nobles rebelled, Saxony flamed with war. In 
Polant theRing and his Brethrenfelt out, which 
troubles ifſucd in that unhappy Princes being for- 
ced tofly:out” of his 6wn Countreyz-and die in - 
exife.: -It w.'s in this year, that a tumult - hapned 
in Row, forme body (not-known who ) threw 
z ftene; which | hit the +Pope- ( Lncins 11.) by 
whichblow that Blazing.Star died, The next 
year;the:new?ope was driven trom his Seat by the 
tumultuqus Rowarns, On: the twenty ſecona of 
41a) there-was an. extream Froſt, fo that both 
Vines and Irecs were killed by it. 
4D: +1163.” There appeared - two - Blazing 
Seas at the ſame time.  (z) The one in the. Soy2h, 
and the other'in the Norreh, Remarkable events 
this year were the death of 7a/com the King of 
Seotland.::- Troubles and-great Commotions both 
in the. upper and in the lower Germany, The 
Sklden of Epypt was murdered, which cauſed 
great Commotions in thoſe parts of the World. 
(a) In Sicily there was an ufcxpetted inundation 
of waters for three dayes together, ſo. as that 
twelyc thouſand.Souls periſhed in that flood. The 
 HeXt+ year was: attended: with . great. troubles: in, 
Sprin,- and tin : Hungearia Allo Batarin, :and 
joe were mil erably. waſted. : - Prefently after 
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C eneerninuy Comtts. 73 
next. year a3 ſame Hyftorians (4). relater)ithe Pas 
piſt« fell npori'the poor 1aldev{es with bloody fury 
ſo as that, erethis Perſecution ended, in, France a- 
lone they barbarouſly ſlew no leſs then ten hon- 
dred_ thouſand» Souls, It was was ngw-manifeſt 
that the. Pope ( ſucceſlively taken). is. zbe Avti- 
chriſt ; (0: that ; Daniel's nymbers ( RENURONGs 
Chap. 12. Ver.,11,12, ſecmthen to be expiree+ 
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#:favther ' Acccunt of Comets, appraring from the 
-$\Frar of or :Lord: 1200. ante the;Lear: 1500. 
:1'*pith the. moſt obſervable Events tending them. F 


--D. 1208, A Comet appeared:jin 15:0f 
L: A Scorpio,” Its motion. was contrary: to the 
order of the figns in the Zodiack, (c)'; Itwasok 
a rotund figure, and in magnitude three: times 
bigger then the morning Star, giving:;as' much 
Iight as a fourth part .of the: Moon: yieth: todo; 
This year was attended: with Commetians in zfls 
ſatia, and almoſt all the upper Germany. ,:There 
were al{o-great mutations amongſt the: Veſcong 
whofe Kingdome was ſwallowed up and:4bivided 
byhc Kings of Cafted and 4rragon, : :\Philip:the: 


_ 1:6 'YideMezde de numeris Danielis, P,44e ..6 Cardanus 
ex Haly Ben R6doan, Calviſius.. .;...- .-; {3.5 
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Kitig Uf Fart wis vnvogattuniceiad, 4 bythe Peyis 
He at frftmade light of the Pos -Buil, cjeced 
the Biſhops who'adhered 10 the.;Poper intereſt. | 
Put the next year, being afraid leſt the Pope 
fhoutd ccayife tvmuſts and miſcries-in:his King- 
dome, he complied with him, The Zoberriane 
Fea Theringiets "Had bloudy Comeſts the next 
F es RRC ES 
AD. 1517; A Comet was ſceenin the Moneth 
of Xay, near to the 4rich, Poley continuing for 
the ſpace of 47 dyes, in the'crening-+the tail 
Pointed eaſtward, and in the morning weſtward. 
x) Sopnufrer whichthe 7 ar rare (who were: be- 
an unknown Nation ) made'ia doleful:iprup- 
$ion-upen 'Polaxd, The Rvf/arr coming::39:ta 
"their ſuccour, were cut off by a lamentable flavgh- 
hers * There were Wars detweenthe: Turks and 
" the Afdvrr; The Saxrazens beraking themſclyes 
' to-theit ſhips were vaſt multitudes of them 
_*growned,' Two hundred thovſand. of them 
| © werefflain.. The Popes Thunderbolt fet the Em- 
 pifepn:five, and (o it did Frglend, i where: alſa 
- there wax great troyble by reaſon of 2 elrh' re- 
" belliv — about wer fan "as wliiges: 
; wore a ain crue r{ecuted a _—_ 
by bs bloody Papiftt: if} 
7M "#6De 1204 (ar as others rary, ) 8) dnthe 


o" Michov, Hift, Polpn, Funeciug. F for Veer, 
Cone 13-Cap,13- 5 79 ra 
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Corctreing: Comte, 73- 
Movcth' of *Afarch a terrible Blazing. Star was 
ſeen; both preceding and following the'Yin- every. 
day, which cauſc# many in thoſe. dayes to think 
that thete''were 'two Comets at the fame time, 
This was.attended with a Perfecution in Germany; 
in Srereborough, cighty 'perians were for their 
Religion burnt tb death by the PapiNt;. ff gene” 
ral Council fat at Rime.wherein were 412 Bifhops 
and 'rrore then's "thogignd,of #feriour Clergy- 
2 men. . Whatcycr the Blazing Star in thesky had, 
\f6 many Blazing ftars beitg in Conjunttion 3t 
"Rome, muſt needs have , a malignant icflyence 
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- Updn the World. . The times in E:g/and mere 
--ow moſt dolcful by reaſon of We 'oby his 
2 management of "affairs. His tyratiny cauſed the 
Fords to take pp Arms, to be avenged off whom, 
- King 7obn, Acherouta moucbat, moved the Po 
-"to appear on his ſide, who inimediately fcts.:his 
"Bull aroaring; The E»ghſ> Lotds aflrighted | 
| with the bellawing of the Popi?s 'Excommunica- | 
tion, requeſt the King of France tq. come in,to 
their Aſſiſtance; ſo that the Land became a ſtage 
of Rapine, bleeding under the, deyourirg mile- 
ries which muft needs follow, when two mercileſs 
Arthjes were in.its bowels, + Sevcralthings ac- 
counted diſaſtrous hapned. 1. Hugh de Bones 
'eoming to aid King fob» with threeſeore thouſand 
men out of Britain, and Flanders, were all drown- 
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» &) Diſeaſe 
c4vithe Sca.....:2- ; Gol F:1 t@; #aipor! in; 
talks OE carcfy] to Coni, a-guide: to. Bae 
with ſome few. that he, might'g0 over the. Fords 
where ic was paſſable,but took no carc of the mul- 
titude which followed himy fo. thas they: all peri- 
The in FE; Wares. F, lie Uber filed King Zeb 
with.mpeh an \that he fell ich. and 
ys Yet ra write t L1 Spe poyſoned by3 
Mark, the year alter 6s OR Stax laſt; Reh- 
ond, was leen.. .. Th of. Sceflaug' ticd, - 
The Spariaras few. 7k F hundisd, gr 
agrss © 
AD» 1217; A Southern Comet. 22pexrg 

the latter end ob; this year, 2. lie. aſter Sun 4,08 
M it oradnally. declined. Weſtward, . "In form. 
ig Jie & to & Broom, caching almoſt to the. 
bi t of the 5ky. Remarkable Events which toys. 
lowed. were (uch. as theſe. Wars between Et, 
flee and Frence, the, French being notably wor-. 
The Eniperour @tho died, The ihg .of 

as he was playing. it. Ball, a Tije hapned t6 
all ppon his hcad, whereby be wes Killed. The 
$arazgns defipoyed all the Chriftians in Jeruſalem, 
The next year, here was a drcadfy] jnungation, ſo. 
$5 that all #riſ/a was overwhelmed therewich,. ang. 
no leſs. thenan hundred thouſand ſouls periſhed in. 


the waters, . þ 
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tr) Preſentlpaſey which the F*exch King Uhed;* 
The King of=Deamark was treacheroully:larpri>. 
zed by Swerinisy. A greaz-Commotion hapned- 
in. Poland by-rcaſon of Henricus Barbatus his: re» 
bcllion, The-Fmperoyr Frederick being provoked 
by the Pope, marched with an Army ingo Jealyy 
and had probably driven-the Pope out of Rome, 
had . not. Jobs + the King of *Fer»ſalcm.. inter». 
poſed and recongled the Yifference. 7rythemins: 
laith, thatthis-year there yas a general Murrain 
amongh Catley forhat- 4. third pare. of them 
160+ ET TOS IEEE [> 2:06 "of 6 IA 
_':D+. 2,40. A Comet (6) was obferved gear 
thePole, pointing Soith-eaft.,) It was ſeen: in 
Fibraary, and continued fix Moneths. (4) Wri- . 
tefs ſpeak of another Blazing .Star: appeatfing* 
zhenext year for thirty dayes together in ants” 
&, ofa dircful Alpea, Remarkable 
Everits were; the King of. Denmark died. The? 
Tartays miſerably waſted Ruſſia. They came” 
over the Ice into Poland, and got the viftory over-” 
an Armythat was raiſed to oppoſe them. From: 
whence they went to Cracoviaz and burned down: 
all :befare them. Alſo in Silefia and Bobemia 
they caufed great deſolations, , The Empire wag 
| put intoa ſtrange burly burly. For the Emperor * 
had no lefs;then ſeven Armies to defend himſelf,” 
The Popeandtte wereat daggers drawings -the 
_ e Paris Hill, Angl. p. 305. Nauclerus. b Albertus 
Magnns Meteoreok. Lt. Tratt,3e C5: Paris vbi ſupra P. 
£56. # Polydor, Virgil, Lycoſthenes, © alii, " Pope 


Pope HP to: \cal a Counoi a a$ liked 
him'beft; whether the Emperoor' would or noz 
He £e.) the Emperovur ) forprized the Biſhops 
Navy as they were tranſporting chemſtlyes tv the 
Comneil, ſunk three of their Ships, took twenty 
of them, and the Bifhops in them decatne his Pri- 
foners, - The Pope immediately died with grief 
and vexation, Another remarkable Me thing was, was, 
thata great Monntain mn Bargws 

Earth: 6 oper ——_ oof 
Corvntr e; hiving in the Vi Werc over: 
whelmed, and killed i = moment. 

A.D. 1254. A Comet( &) of immenſe iaje 
virade” appeared for ſeveral Monerhs together, 
There followed terrible and prodigious Tempeſts. 
Wars between the Grnevenſes and the Fenerians, 
The croſs-bearing- Army took ſuch a courſe:th 
evnvere the Ruſrans to the Faith, as was never 
tavght them by Chriſt ar his Apoſtles, for with 
fire and ſword they fell upon them, and made 
them promiſe that they would be Chriftians. Thi 
Emperour and the Pope being at variance, the 
Emperovr Ged fuddenly, not without ſafpicion 
of Poyfon by the Popes procurement, © The Pope 
himſelf died within a year. The new Pope -made 
a great difturbance in 7raly, but bis Army was | 
ſhamefully overcome. A Rebellion; brake. ſorth 
in"Friſia. Tere were great troubles: 2nd. com: 
motions in Saxony. - 

.4 RockenbaciiNs ebus, & alli, 
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' FD; Y3643-A mighty Comet was ſeen+this 
year, in thefignof T anras, cominging for- three 
Moneths; vizoftom 7/yto-OfFobrr 5. Its me- 
tion was-retrogfade. ' Forat firft-it appeared be- 
fore the Morning'Star, but: at- laſt after 5c. '-( 
The ſiteam was long and broad, appearing before 
the body of the Starwas fern + When'that came 
above the Horizon; it extended it felf Weſtward 
overthe onc half of 'the Heavens.” © ]t was ebſer- 
ved by the Writers liviyp*in»that age, that that 
Blaziog-Star vdiſtppeured the very niphrin which 
the Pope died. - Other Remarkables attending 
this Comet'were theſe; The Earl of * Fyiers Cid 
adihe-Popes- inſtigation remove out of ' France, 
ahdfellupon Sc5/y, canfing the King there to be 
.treachcrouſly killed, - Ar#:2nia was aff ina flame; 
by theans of 2Banancay- (the King#of Babyles) 
his coming upon them, Herrnri4 was ian” up» 
roar. Spain was [et upon by the Sargzis, who 
flewand were ſlain in great muſtitudes.” Enyland 
blazed with Civil Wars. It would make this Dif> 
courfe too voluminovs, if we ſhould expatiate 
particularly upcn the ftrange and amazing revo» 
tutfons which hapned there, as well a3 in other 
parts of 'the World abvart this time. : 
' > "2 Palzofogis, Þalmerius, © alii. Wolfns haber anmum 
$365. Appendixad' Hilt, Matth. Patis P, 967. Dabet- aupum 
T1265. :; #0c-4nu0 (at ) apparuit Cometa. notabilis, ut nul- 
tus tune vivens, videritiaJem. Zvinger Vol,5, Lib, 4.. Page. 
9p Gn, 7 > 7 
AY ! ; A, D, 


of | fl ; D(c 0K {0+ 3800 
-i11AD; 22. :An horrendous Blazing Stan (mr) 
was {ecny which was attended: wighithele Remarks 
ables; The $ uldan of. e/ Egypt fellupen Arriocs; 
flew no leſs then ſeventeen thouſand- Chriſtians 
there, and made an, hundred thouſend: of them 
Captives. , 440»4avne the King, of. Portugal re- 
nounced his Chriſtianity, and became-a proſcifed 
Infidel, and raiſcd a cruel -Perſecytion againſ the 
Chriſtians. . In Scot/aua. there were. fearful de- 
fructions made by horrible winds, which Cardev 
Wind were the ſpecial evils: pertgnded by. this 

OmMet. y 't-4 2&7, 494 TELLS. IIs; 
;- Hiſtorians ( ».) bave noted that .in- the latter 
cod of. this and the beginning of. he next- Conus 
ry, Blazing Stars (. ſome of then of, an horrens 
dous : magnitude. and, dircful aſpe@.) . appeared 
every year, far ſcyecn ar eight years together, nizs 
A.D. 1298, 99. 13c0, 1,2,3,4.5- inthe laſt.of 
which years the. deftreying Angel was let looſe 
upon the World, the Plague raging and killing 
io. all Countries and Nations, But the great and 
ſtupcndous providence attending theſe Heranlds 
of: Heaven, whereby the World was thus. loudly 
and. frequently Alarmed, was che riling, of zhe 
Turkiſh Pewer.united in. and: under the, Orromani-. 
cal Family : .So that in thoſe dayes the {econd-d4- 
pocalyptical Wo (and it wasa Wo indeed to the 


-m Cardanus, Ricctolus, 2 Qu05 citat Hevelins is. libra 
ſupralaudato,, Niltedius, MG CFLg791G: 
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| Conce#ning Comets. 5p 
Criſtian World began to be poured ifgreh. 
The huge and horrid Armies ofthe 7#ris,where- 
by Chriſtesdome ( as.it is called}: hath becn:mi» 
ſcrably waſted, 'and the” Eaſtern "Churches made 
molt deſolate, areſet forth (o) in the Revelation, 
by chat ofan Army of Horſcmen, conſiſting of twe 
hundred thouſand thouſand, which are prepared 
to kill the third 'part of men, Rev.9.15, 16. Now 
was the time-when this Army being furniſhed 
with inſtruments of death, out of whoſe mouths 
iucth-fire arid ſoak and Brimſtone, began to'de 
rbeir woful Execution. | , 
2A.D. 1313, A great Northern (p ) Comet 
appeared: fourteen dayes, having its Motion to» 
wurus the South. The next year a (.9.) Comet 
was-ſcen blazing in Yirgo for ſix Moneths toges» 
ther. Andin the(-r) yeat aſter that, another. 
Blazing Star appeared in.December, Thad, Has 
gecins (s) writes that the year 1315. was attended; 
with tw» Comets, the one of which was in thg- 
ArFick Circle, the other near-unto Hars, and ity 
the ſatne ſphere with that Planet. Remarkable- 
Events which attenJed theſe Blazing Stars, were, 
the Emperovr being poyſoned by a wicked Teh 
a Civit War. broke out in Germeny about a ſuccel- 
ſodr t9'the.Crows, which, continued for eight. 


o Mede jnJocum. p Lycoſthenss, Funccus & Buntingus 
habeit aweim 1312, 19 Woltins, Catherarins, 9.2/7, "7. Lg- 
Vater, Herlicius. © s 1nſuadjdlex} de nova ſila, P.56., * 
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Concerning "Comets; # 
and pointing tqwards the Eaft,  Obſervable.q9n- 
-Tequents art were the death of 'the. King 
of Sicily, . to the Eaſt there were great ſtirs a- 
bout a Suecelſour to the Imperial Crown. Wars 
berween the Terk: ard F braciensy, whowers mi- 
ſcrably {lain, and thirty thouſand carried into 
capiivity at once, Infome places a prodigious 
cold Winter, fo as that rhe Croſs bearing Army 
had their Nofes and Fingers frozen, A formi- 
dable Army of 'Locuſts devoured Boberia, Aa- 
'Bria, and other Countries : The breadth of 
"Which Army was twenty eight miles, the length 
'bf _it'coulInet be found ; when they flew. they 


Y , 


VYarkened the Air,asif the Heavens had brenco- 


"yered with a cloud. 


as 


215 A.D. 134e. A Comet inform fikea Sword, 
"Ypprared in the Moneth of 21rch, near unto 
Spice Firginis, (x) moving forward eyery day one 
Degree, until it came to the fign Zee, and there 
it vaniſhed, This year 4#dronicus the Emperour 
died. Atertibie Plague raged in /taly;, War 
detween England and France,whereinthe French 
were epregivuſly worfted; their Navy butpt and 
broken dy the Engi/5; The next year che Tarks 
civletl, Polard, Aforevia, Havgaria, to bocome 
giferableAages of Rapine, Blood, and Fire; Af 
Eirth-quike in-Zurgwexy, removed wwo Moun- 


tains which fell upon the People thereabout, A 
od L233 DLLEL as Se alt * Be "> 36 P av 1.1 * x pv 
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32 A Diſconrſe-+ 

prodigious Tetnpeſt and deftrugiye Flood hap: 
ned in other parts. 14.51 11 D 

1D: 1347. Inthe Moneth of 4npuſft, a Co- 
met appcared in 7 aur#s, continuing ſixty dayecs, 
(3) Many things worthy of remark -hapned this 


year. For the Scots invading England with en 
Atmy; fifteen thouſand of them yyere lain by the 
Engliſh, and their King taken Priſoner, There 
was a general riſing of the People in Aragon. The 
Emperour as he was hunting a Beat fell- 6ff his 
Horſe and quickly:died. The King of Sicily was 
Arangled by bis Queenin his ſleep.' | A ſweepin! 

Plague laſting for the ſpace of fix I Gogh 
throvgh the World. - It came. out of 4a int 
Europe this year, There died inthe City of 4L#+ 
beck ninety thouſand, in Avi*ion an innumerable 
multitude; In Ergland nine parts of ter ditd 
throughout the Land, Above filty ſeven thouſand 
in the City of Norwich. So fearful was this Be- 
ſome of -Defirudtion, as that a third part of 
Mankind was not left alive upon «the: face of the 
Earth. Alftedius* (a graveandtearned Author) 
Writes, that this Plague ſwept away no-leſs then 
a Million, two hundred and fortyrfourthouſand 
four hundred & forty four AZoxks avhich(though 
ſtrange )yet conſidering that the World did-then 
ſrarm with Monks is notilmpoſiibletoibetrur, - 
- . £009% 3614609 455 $43 Feel t32't 
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| Concerning Comts; $3 
ADD. 135 1, *:(z)Northern Comet appeared 
in December. - Some ( @) Authors ſpeak of Bla. 
zivg Stars ſeen in the two following years alto. 
| Theſe Prodigics were attended with fearful Tem- 
peſts, Drought, Famine, 'atid Plague, eſpecially 
in Ztaly. V Vars in Germazy, and a devouring Ar- 
my of Locufts..ih 4a, and in 4frice; Ferarful 
burnings and defolationsin many places, 'occafi- 
' __ onedby lightning.” © ST”; 
-**&.D.. 1362. & fearful Comet appeared/(b) in 


- 


the Evening on the eleventh of A4arch, in the ſign 


* Aquarins, being : ninety [Begrees : in. length, 
- pointing Eaftward, and continuinp for-the ſpace 


F "the Pope and the Kirig of France both dicd within 


Britain, . 


a year, ,VVarsand great troubles in many places 
6,8. betweeti the Kipp of Cafteb and of Arragoy, 
the Earl of He//and, and the Gildrians, the King 
_ 'of Cyprus andthe Saratens.. In,Poland a Famine 
. prevailed, and a violent Plague: throughout all 
._ AD: 1375: AComet appeared (c): Soon af. 
ter which" the Emperour Charles/the 1V. died. 
' . Great tumults in C racovia; a VVar in TheTingia 
lafting'two years. 'ick/iffs Doarine was con- 
£ Lavater, | Lytoſthezss; \ 4 Schoſſerus, Eckſtormins, 
b Eckſtermius, Hevelius, ex #jp. Pol, Pretorius, I Alfte- 
ing babent annonz-1363%. &Lycolthenes, Rockenba- 
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4 oyoks +. of Sh 
. demned. in,Englang.  *Scventeen Towns in Flay: 
_ der gucci xomned., The French took the Iſle of 
| 92g t>, burn "Hoſting, &c. Prince Eaward 
- Q1CQs - 1 uns on Foes "4. "WIE | 
14 .. AD-.1389- ( which year was famous, for the 
"firſt invention gf Guns ).A.C omet (4) appeared 
in Aquarint, tontinuing three. Moneths.. And 
(r) another {or chedame ) appeared again with- 
..in two years,, . Remathable Events, were, a ter-' 
rible Plague.....The dcath af. the King of Fraxce, 
and of the;Ring of, Hungarig Locufts in Ger- 
mary. A, prodigious Rebellion hapned in' Z»- 
. gland, The, Rings Collsgar . behaving. himſelf | 
1 udely, was knocked. in h&d.hy opewhom te had 
. affronted and inzaged, whereypon no _1efs thenan 
huncred. thouſand of-the:rabble rovt gathered 
rogether, andſiczed upon the. Tower of Londony 
- inwhich was the King and. Queen, and cauſed the 
\ Lord Chancellour, Lord Treaſurer, 'Lord Chicf 
- Juſtice, and others to þc ba+barouſly flaio,” 
\. A-D. 1394.. A blazing Star in form ( f* ) like 
__ a ſpit ( which aſtronomnrs aze.want to Jook 'upcn 
-. as molt uohappily ominous ) with the head'down- 
' ward, and the Coma or Blaze pointing upwitrds, | 
-.was feen-inthe Welt, maiee. Nermnepd. - This] 
year the. Pape died, and the: -next- year. the:Duke 
of 4:ſtrea. The: King ob: 1 4rrags #: as: he was 
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 d*Rockendachius, Alddius. e Jdem, Bonfin jus, Eck- 
ſormius, f Lavater, Lycolthenes, 


yn 


ery, io” ww WINE. > ad 


Concerning Commits. ; By 


hunting, beheld a VVolf ( er rather a-Devit in 
the ſame"Tikeneſs) of a prodigious magnitude, 
at the ſight whereof he was frighted to death; iA- 
bout that time, all the 7ews in Germany were 'Cl- 


\ therkilled or baniſhed. micki:f* DoRrine he- 


gan to enlighten Germary, Troubles aroſe'be- 
tween the Germans and the 7ralians, The (r} 
Tarks being informed that the Chriſtians were at 
great variance amongfht themſelves, came with an 


_ Armyof twohundred thouſand, under Bajazet, 


and obtained a fatal and remarkable Victory over 
the Emropeans, About this time the Duke of 


' Lancaſter male ſuch an intereſt in E»x91ang, as 


to cauſe King Richard: tobe depoted from his 
Throne, and after he had reſigned the Crown, ta 


| be privately murdered by bloody Villains. 


A.D. 1400. Inthe (+) Spring time a Comet 
was feen. But the next (:) year in ' Fe&raary, the 
whole'VVorld was amazed with the fight of a 
ficry and flaming Comet in form like a Lamp, 
whoſe Blaze was four Cubits in lengths She light 
of it was ſo great, as that ir obſcured the: Stars, 
and overcame the darkneſs of the »ight as long as 
It was above the Horizon. It continued until the 


| Sun entred into Libra. The conſequents of this 


Blazing Star, were no leſs prodigious, then'the « d 
Comet rbat appeared, . (4) In divers” places the 


g Clurerus, 6b Herlicius, Prztorius, &c, 7} Hiſtoria 


'  -Bizanitina, &, Allied, 


F "ther great Comet of ared ang fiery afpe&, was 


"> Altedins, 


zpue raged,and other grievous Difcafes beſors 
that time unheard of, Great Rivers'were dried 
up*;, .Jt would make this Diſcourſe too volumin- 
ous, particularly to enumerate all the fatal and 
memorable accidents which hapned by reafon of 
VVarsin many Countrics Our Engl ſh (1) Chro- 
nolggers, ſay, that this Blazing Star was portens 
rous'of that effuſion of Blood in Wales and Nor® 
thumberland, which followed quickly aftcr. A 
very prodigious thing hapned che lame year ih 
.Danbery in Eſſex, the Devil in the ſhape*of u 
Grey Fripr, entring the Church, put the People 
Into a ſgmentable.fright,. and inthe ſame; hour 
with a:Tempeſt of :Whirlwind-and Thuncet, the 
topof the Steple was broken'down! and half the | 
Chancel ſcattered abroad, ' 1n Bbewia; obs Fuſs | 
landing up'in defence of 3Pich/:fs Deoarirez* Ho | | 
ſrriall Commotions'were occafioned thereby.': But 
_ that which moſt amazed the: World,” was, T air 
merlain came out of Aſa, with an huge Hoft; 
"He overcame the TurkiſÞ Emperour,-and- ufed 
him Jike a ſlave. © He called bimlelf the Anger of 
. Gd, and waſter of the Earth, and indeed te]. 
made the Earth toſwim in blood.” | | 
TED {ov3- tokio) Solas hight vruvar 

_ tended with a ſmall Comer. | The-next-year ano- 


* was ſcen, (») lt continued blazing all night long; 
1v. Sr. R. Bakers Chron, m Chr, Polen. + Funccius 


nor 
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nor was it extina far a. quarter of a,year. Fog 


ther. - RemazkableEvents, were, a Dearth 1.1% 
years continuance. . (o) An Inundation through- | 
out all Germanygin Thuringia 40 Villages periſhed 

in that Flood, alto ſeveral Towns in Sohemta. In. 
the Spring time there was a great Snow continu . 
ing for 40 dayes together, ſo that Beaſts & Birds. 
periched in. great m:;ltitudes, Hunger broughy 


the wild Beaiis upon the Towns, cither to kill ol 
tob: killed. | A flame of War was: kindled 'be- 
4weenthe Duke. of Saxszy. and the Prince of 
 Brard uburg. France was ſorely diftrefled. The 
-Ring.of . Portugal and the King of Poland dicd. 
.. Fc Dyke-of ;Fexice, was: beheaded, .. The, rope 


{ ;hsd lice to. have; been. lioned to death, | being for- 
| -ced to difguile him{clf, and fo. to flee gut of 
W (1 THONGS | | 


.; 1 A.D.. 1419.:( 9) A Comet appeared. \ This 
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.year 46:yt the Emperour died. Great commo- 
. T'0n5 were in-the Empireby reaſon of the, Turks, 
 An& Wars between the. Eng/i/i and the Frenc#. 
. The M.rſhal 'of  Fraxce, was burnc for Sorcery. 
. The Ring of- Bohemia died, A bloody Rebellion 


broke torth in Spain. _ The Cougcil at Baf! de- 
poled the Pope. and choſe a new once, which cau- 


ſed a notable Schifme amongſt the worſhippers of 


the Baſt, ſome adhering to the 01d Pope, ang 6- 


-thers to the nzw.one. _ The next year was famous 


0 Ciljifias, p Fanccius, Camerarius, Ge, - 


- 


BY A Diſconrſe  - 


for the firſt Invention of the Art of PRINTING), 
by Fob» Guttenberg a Goldſmith in Strrasburg:; 
AD. 1444. About midſummer (4g) a Bl/azinp 
Star was feenin Leo. The King of Hangaria, 
with a great multitude of Chriſtians was lain in 
Battle with the Turks, The King of France and 
the Helvetians fall ont, Tomuits hapned in En: . 
. pg} Amurathes the Turkiſh Emperour being 
 Ciſtrefſed by the Ring of Hargaria, ( who had at 
the perſwaſion of the Cardinal Palianas, violated 
his Covenant with Amurathas) prayed to God. 
for help, vowing that if God would give him the: 
victory, he would betake bimſelf to a Monaſtery; 
Which after the Vitory he accordinply perform- 
cd, anc reſigned his Crown to another, whereby 
oreat cCOmmotions in the Tarbif Empire, and the 
burning of A4rioneple was occafioned. The next 
year, a terrible inundation of waters hapned in 
the Netherlands, {6 as that aboye 'an hundred 
thoufand perſons leſt their lives in that flood, be- 
ſides an inficite multitude of Cattle, 

AD. 1450. A Comet was ſeen this Summer, 
appearing a little after Sun-ſer, in form like a 
Sword. moving from the Weſt towards the Eaſt. 
(-) The Moon beirs at the full, this' Comet is 
reported to cauſe it to ſuffer an xclipſe,(1donot 
remember that I have read the like of any Comet) 
vience t!eT7zrbs were rot a little aſtoniſhed, at 
q Prxtorius, Rockenbachius, Fx Ricciolus. ex Franz, 
Eift.L.&.C-21, 

the 
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the beholding of it, Remarkable cyents,were, The. 

Turkh Empcrour died, The Eaſtern parts fla-* 
med wich, VVar. Conſt entitople wat faken by 
the /»$:els; *The Empire was embroyted with 
civil Diſcords. Alfo fack Cade his mid Rebel-' 
lion in E »g/ardhapned in this year, \when' diyers? 
Moblcs of. the Land” were murthered. The. 
French taking advantage from the troy bleb"in* 
England ſeize upon ati the Eaglif®: Terricotie 
there, [caving nothing t tothe Ength Hit Clite,” 
This year Naples was' aken with 4 a Firth! quake) 
and thirty thouſand perſons” were: Cefroyed: by? 
that E-rth:quake, in places adjacent;". © 

AD: 145 6. A Comet appearedi#G wittr and 
another in Zee, extending it ſelf over'tws' 'oÞ the 
© ) Coleftial Signs ( b.c, 60 degrees; This Be: 
zing Star was atrendet! with a 'direful” Farth- 
quake in 7taly, by means whercof thirty thouſand 
perſons loſt their. lives, alſo''a- great Plague; 
Bloody * VVars between the Tar ks and the Hunga- 
FIand. hat brave Prince of Traflvanin Hun" 
niades, after he had deſtroyed two Fufdred of the. 
Tk; ſhips, and in one Battle ſlain ſorty'thouſknd? 
of them, died. The young King of *Hmnigariaz 
on the day appointed for his Marriage, died ſud- 
denly. One of Hynniazts his Sons being then a 
Prifoner, and'cxpeRting Seritence of death, was 


*Alted- Chronol. Cap. 24 5s Funccius, Gatvifus, Tc. 
Scd alii babent annum 1457. 
G4 545" 
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ſer $t liberty, and choſen King, 'fo- that there was 
a.” ſudden and*ſtupendous' alteration of affairs. 
Scanderbegs Wars and the great Commotions 


cayſed thereby, were about this cime. my 
"AD. 1460. A notable Comet was ſeen, (t) 


d.. Me 


The King of France, and the King of Scotlavd 


- jed. Craceyia was laid waſte with Fire and 


Sword, :In;Zrg land the Dnke of York aſpiring. 
tothe Throne, headed an Army, deſigning to de- 
pole 'the King, but was himſelf lain, His .Son 
che Earl of  Marcb, putinfor the Crown, between 
whom and Ring Henry FI. there was this year the 
dloodieſt Batecl fought: that ever was known in' 
England; No les then thirty ſeven thoufand Z»- 
£1:B-men were flair in one day: * The. Farl gers' 
the Crown, and the Kipg was kept Priſoner inthe 


- 


| Tower. ACivil War began in FYvagte.*”* 


_, pe 


 A.D, 1470, A marvellous Comet appeared 

this year, . That great Mathematician Regiomen- 
7anus ( whom («) Peter Ramns calls the glory of 
Germany) was accrrate in obferving that Prodt- 
gy, inall its motions, from whom 24:za/7ns hath 
given an 'exac& defcription of it, The body of 
the Star, did at firſt ſeem ſmall, but on a- ſadden ir 
grew toa wondrous magnitude,” and then again 
decrealed, Sometimes of a white, otherwhile 
of a flame-like aſpect, .” The Blaze (wm) was at tbe 


* x Pretorins, Rockenbachius, Funccits, U- Ix Schet. 
Rreikem, w 1a Cometogr, Libs Cap, lt, EIRT. * 
fi; 
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be ſeen all the night long.” Its motion ' ( which 


was alwayes' retrograde) at its beginning and: 


ol 


rigr, aotil it came to the hate, . where by reaſon. 


£ 
” 8 


night preſcarly after Sun. ſet itwould point to the! 


Eaft; near midnight to the South, aſter midnight 


ed until his death, Alſo Wars between the Hax- 
g4rians and the Polanders, ant in che Ealt between | 
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the Prrf2vs and the Titke. This year, the King 
of England, Henry Vi. was Murdered by the 
bloody hands of the Duke of Ghecefer. 

AD, 1477+ A Carulcan dark coloure. Comet 
was ſeen..., (x) The Emperour Charles, Y, uſed 
to ſay that that Blazing. Star was portentous of 
lis Grandfathers Death, who fell amongſt others 
that were ſlain.inthat;Battle fought before Waxce 
this. year. It was a fatal ..year - ro many... other 
Princes, A direful Plague, folowed , and. ſuch 
heat and drought, as that-great Rivers,were Cried 
up; and + net. only. Frait Trees were deſtroyed, 
buc whole Forrefts were {ct on fire by the ſcorch: 
ing heat -of the, Sun. A terrible; Plague. fol- 
lowed. . . rl 1 ton 108 556 MAT, 

. A.D-:1491..A Comet appeared in the. even; 
ing .(): a little. after Sun-ſer, - The, Star {mal), 
but the Streanylong, extending, it ſelf ,Faſlward. in 
dirc& oppoſition to the body of, the Syn. _ Imme- 
Clatcly after,which.the. 7 #rks. overcame: Dalma- 
tia, and S/avorias There was alſoa great, Mor- 
Glity both amongſt Men and,, Cattle. j, The, ,Pope 
and the King of Poland died;this year, The King 
of... Portugal was killed by a fall from his. Horſc. 
The ncxt year the now Porld (as it uſcth, to. be 
called ) viz., that part of the World which; now 
bers the Name of America: was diſcaycred by 
Chrifepher Columbas. bo4=, fs 
__x Eberns, Buntingus, Eckſtormius, (Fc, Alſtedins J Mi- 
zZalgus, Prztorius cx Walteri Objervationibus ,Funccius, 
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The PR Comets which have Toes ML, 
from the Tear 15 00: to 1.600, "with the Eventgs. jr. 
D. 19co. In the Monet haf April, a 70. 
A met (a) was obſerved in; hs lign, of Cann 
corn, of ja fearful magnitude, appearin (pr abqye; 
a quarter of a year, and was = Yy, al 
as well as in the night, And another BBC 1 
year in.Zanuary; ſeenallointh = Y 
weektogether,.; 'Equr.years after, Taſer hapn 
aConjunttion ofthe Superiour. Blar ets, m"_ 
was attended -wvith-a-notable Blazing Star almoſt. 
as light as the Moon,1o that FeOplE coud.ſce.ito. 
Travel by-the light'of ir. e next year ,angs 
ther Comet was! feeu in April. continuing two 
dayes, And again in Avugaſt, under Coma \Beres 
zices, and near” Chaylee Wain..! ..Remarkable:E+: 
vents attending thefe Comets vere, the deathof 
the Arch Duke of - Auſtria, ang, of the Kingi/of. 
Spain, and of the*Kins of Bohemia;rand of the! 
Queen in England, + Anti Famine, and fore: 
Drought lafting from Z«»»ary to; Novembrvyin; 
ſome Countries: '+Prodigious Tempeſts and-lnh - * 
undations in other places. The-T artars waſted, 
$45 >: 


F Rockenhachins, Fanceius, Mizaldus' L Lavater, He. / 3 
yelitisy Alltedils, 


Poland 
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Sh " Diſcomſte© 


P2m2;the” Muſcivirer Lithwania; The 'Bava: 
Fr War alſo'War berween the Germans, the Fs 
wHHIr, and French.” The Spaniards began their 
mA bloody Burcheries amongftthe'Zndrans. The: 


|, Hints of Hiſpeniola, Cubs, /amares, were cxcecd- 


ſous; bur. the cruel Spaniards - mace 
deſolate. A Writer of their own confel- 
ſeth that jn a few years time, 'they killed: more 
then ten hyndred thouſand Natives , fourteen 
thier told;2nn 7 oe ef a pt, 5 


'ZA.D. 1513. K'Comet appeared in Cancer, {c) 


Sontinuing from December rothe'laterend of--Ti- 
- mary. The colour various, thefireamlong;feen 


all night. Thig"year® rhat-/ grear: Blazing -St4ar 
which had putthe whole Chriſtin World: into 8 
flatfie, died, v;z* Pope. "Inline AI 1 The 'King-of 
Si#tland with arf Army of ſixty thouſand virvaded 
> rrp burihe was flain in #ar?eZ,! and -( beſides 
three Biſhops7twelve Earls; ſeveriteeniLordas)ma- 
ny thouſands with him. The King | of :DfFimart 


\. died. InfurreRtions in many iplaces'in Germany 


followed: The next year the Popes. Lrgare made 
# 'Proclamation” in Hungaria*'that whattover 
would go out apainft the -7 '#r&s: ſhould have: /+- 
dalrences granted them, whereupon a great rabble 
Sathered together, but inſtead of warring apainit 
the Turks, they fell upon their own Countrey- 


_ cRicciolusex Petro $ordo, Zanch; d: operibes Deb. L-3. 
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men, flew. ſcvehty« thouſand-of them, am 
which were-four: hundred of: the Nobies,..1 -4 
: Torks and'Chriftians bad a bloody enga ener, 'F 
- -an hundred thouſand of the Tyrk beſt 56 | 

were cut off in one day; About this time TAGS 
* #14 Was conquered by Selimnr, and annexed to the 
Ottoman Dominions, v. Ricant of the preſens 
fate of the Armenias Church, P, 389+ 4 +/;-) 


AD. 5 16. A Comet 1) of 2 Lunar nature; 
mas feen for ſome: daycs. The:King of Spain died. 
"The nexr:year: Zuther began;to eclate, 2s inſt 
Jndufgerices.2z Soon after; which. great: Comm 
Tiotis 3nd:-morations followed ghroygbout, al 
3ibriſtemaone. © + Now did: the: Ne Sp an | 
_ \ardr fell upon the +: {n4ians:iphabiting the [Texrs © 

[firwa, wherezbey murdered above. four lions 
--_ Souls. The Suldey of ! Egypt Was: miſera i 
. -Murderedjand: the Mamalnchs power ( that: bad 
| kept «oypt;icunder three hundred years), fſwal- 

lowed up bythe Tarks., -: - 

- AD. 1523:;:Andin the next year alfo,z. Comet 
appeared, G). A fearful Inundation followed, & } 
-Earth-quakes. -: The Scdition of the. R oficks in 
- Germany, in which Gxty thouſand. lives exe loft. - 
The King of France was taken Priſoner by , 
. hb vh 


| 4 Mizaldus, 7 ovius. '$ V. Purchaſe Pilgrim, Part,4.L. 
8. P. 1579, e Pretorivs, Rockenbachins, - JunRinus, 
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Cuarles V. The Duke of Saxony died. In £x- 
' gland, after a great Rain, there followed ſuch-an 
_ extrezm Froſt; as that many loft their nails, and 
ſome died with'cold: Vi 44 
_ AD. 1527- Ontheeleventh day of Ax54f, 
"'a moſt terrifying (f) Comet wes ſeen, of an im- 
menſe longitude, and bloody colour. The form 
Of it, was like a mans arm holding an kuge Sword 
' in his hand with which he was ready to firike. 
Such terronr and horrour furprized the SpeAa- 
| torsof this Prodigy, as thatſome'died away with 
 Cread & amazement, (gs) The next year another 
Comet was ſeen in Piſces, fav:18i'There followed 
- a great Dearth in” Exyland by teaſon of exttetni- 
_ ty of Rain in Sced time 3* al{o'a Famine in Ftnice, 
and in ſeveral other places,' whereby many peri- 
ſhed. And that woful Difeafe known by the 
name of the Engiith Sweat, infected all places of 
' the Realm, whereby whole miriads* were ſent” te 
the Grave. The Duke of Parbon touk Rowe, 
_ and ſackedit, The Turks waſted Aung aria. In 
ſome places, Armies of LZocyſts deyoured the 

fruits of the Earth. 44# 5x; Dope 
AD. 1530. A'(4) Comet was obſerved, And 
. again the next year in Anpaft and  Seprember, ha- 
- ving.its motion from the beginning of Les unte 
-Zabrs, appearing firſt in the Morning before Sun: 


f VVolfus, Cent, 16. P.293. Lavater, Herlicius, Gem= 
ma, g Ricciolus, þ Mizaldus, Eektormus, Je, ® 


———_.. 


every where. Jn the Eaſt the Perſians and 
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riſe, afterwards inthe cycning. | Again, (+) the 
ycar following from.Seprember 25. to Oftober 20, 
its motion being from Fir go to Scorpio, and at firft 

- a ſouthern, but at laſt a norchern Latitnde. The 
body of the Star. was three times 'as big as the 
Planet /»pirer 3 the fiream exceeding long, poiht- 
ing to_the South-weſt, . The next year in 7«xe,*in 

. Geminz , the Star ſomewhat greater then 7#piter, 
' the figureJike a long ſword, As for the more fe- 
; Markable Events, attending thoſe. Blazirg Stars, 
. thus annually appearing, they were fuch as theſe. 


L3 3 « Se »# 
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T urks wereat yariance, Alſo the Tyrks made 


j\ppianus, Confeſio Auguſtana, 
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6m irrvption upon-Chriftendane: | Hung arid was 


#61 'of Troubles," In Helaetia there. was an un- 


-thappy War, wherein Zainglins (that Star of the 
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firſt magnitude); loſt his life. - In 2-eſfpbaliay the 
Ffunſterian Anabaptiſt5 brought all to, confuſion. 

In Dexmark, the Popiſh party deſigning to ſuppreſs 
the Proteſtants, involved that Riggdome in- War 
and Blood.”., In Africa, the Kingdome of .Teis 
was put-into a flame by: Bar#aroſſa, +. Great mu- 


| "tations hapncd in E2/and which filled the world 


- with diſcourſe and wonderment, ! for. Ring Henry 
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the'Church-lands'to, whom he. pleaſed. -- 


3 7774 ca off the Popes Supremacy, 'and [turned 


the Monks and Friers out of eons, Foealn, of 
y all 


which things it appears, that: thg;Blazing Stars 


© mentioned were not {cen for nothing, .”, .. 
3 X:D:ir538. A Comet.appeared inf"; 


[ 
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tinuing ſeveral dayes. A ficry, Summer and a 
ſcorching Drought in many places. The King of 
France came with an Army in:o 7:4, "The Kin 
of Spains Navy was overccme by Zarbaroſſa. The 
Duke ef Saxony died with gricf, and his death oc- 
caltoned great mutations and milcries in that part 
of Germany, The Aminomians headed by an 
obſcure and illiterate perſon ( one Fobx 7/teb ) did 
now firſt begin to Blaze in Germany, A principal 
City in the Countrey of :xico was almoſt over- 
whelmed by a Dcluge of boyling water which 
deſcended from a Yulcano near unto it. 

A.D. 154z, A (!) Blazing Star terrible to 
behold; was ſcen forty dayes. Three years after 
that another appeared of a bloody colour. Re- 
markabie Events, were, a great Drought, in E- 
21424, the lefſer Rivers were clean dried up, much 
Cattle died there for lack of Water.” - In Silifis 
and other Countries the Locuſts did much harm. 
The dcfigned Expedition of the Chriſtians againſt 
the 7 wrks proved unhappy, a great' part of the 
Chriſtian Army dying by an Epidemical Diſcaſe, 
The latter of theſe Comets was attended with the 
firſt Seflion of the Council of Tryent, Alſo at 
the Popes inftigation the waldenſes were deftrey- 
cd for their Religion, at:d Popiſh, Barbarous, Un- 
paralleld Crueltics exerciſed towards them, The 


3 Rockenbachius , Eckſtormjus, Ricciolus ex Fromordo 
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next year (viz. A. D. 1546.) Luther died; imme: 
diately upon whole death a Cloud of Blood which 
had been long i 8 impending, fell upon Germany, for 
a fatal War broke out between the Emperour and 
the Proteſtant Princes, | 

AD, 1556, A Comet in Libra was feen from 
the beginning of March to April 23. The Co- 
Jour varied. .(») The body of it ſhining tike an 
half Mgopy the fiream near it's head: more com- 
patt, but inthe end more rare, Its motioti' from 
Firgo through Boores to the North Pole of the 
Ecliptick ;- from thence through Anadromeaa to 
Piſcis ſeptentrionalis, wheret vaniſhed. 'In the 
midſt of jts appearance the motion was' moſt 
ſwift, for it diſpatched 15 Degrees every day. At 
the £8 retrograde, but afterwards direet. 
In the ſpace of four 4; it was removed about 
70 Degrees Weſtward, and 3o Degrees North- 
ward, It moved towards the Planct Saturn, the 
nearcr it came to him, the ower was its motion, 
(») Its mapnitude at its diſappearing in a mannet 
equal to what it was at firſt, This Comet was 
attended with the death of many Learned and 
Worthy Mcn; and with thefiery part of Queen 
AMary ?; Perſecution. This year alſo, the Em- 
-perour Chayles V, did to the amazement of the 
World, rcfign his Crown, and betook himfelf to 


m Hommelius, Camerarius, Bizaras, Hiſtor, Genuens, 
Kepler, Cardanus, © alii, » Gemma. Mo- 
YiO*® 
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Monaſtery, Such 2n Inundation hapned at Rome 
by the River 7 ybers overflowing, as that a great 
part of the City was thereby deſtroyed, —- 

A.D. 1558. A Comet was ſeen.in the Eyening 
under Coma Berenices, of a pale colour, continu - 
ing about 3o dayes. (os) Alſoin Atay the next 
year ; and in December the year after that. Theſe 
three years did not paſs without ſuch things as 
were very obſervable. In Z»glend there was - 
ſuch a pro-Jligious Tempeſt as the like ( in reſpe&& 
of circumſtances) is feldome mentioned in any 
Fliftory. That year alſo Queen Afary died, and 
famous Queen El:zabeth ſeconded, whereby. af- 
fairs both in Church and State were ftrangely- al- 
tered. The Emperour Charles V. ſaid that Co- 
met was ſent to give him notice of his approach- 
ing Death. and at the fight of it, made this 
Pentameter, His ergo tidicijs me mee fata vocant. 
Soit hapned, for he died that year, (p) The 
next year the Pope died, and no lefs then fifteen 
Cardinals, alſo the:Ring of France, the King of 
Portugal, the Ring of Denmark, and many other 
Princes. 310) 36 

A. D. 1577. This year a notable blazing Star 
amazed the VVorld for-three Moneths together. 
Thoſe famous Mathematicians Michael daft lin, 
Cornelius Gemma, and Tycho Brabe, have written 


o Thuanus, Lib,21, Page 577 Tycho Epifþ.144s 
$ Ricciolus, a | 
So Ha argely 
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E-. largely and learnedly concerning that Comet: . 


It was fcen firſt on the ninth of Nevimber, in the 
beginning of Capricorn, paſling through that 
Ggn-and 49narine; to the midſt of Piſces, The 
S:ar was equal to YVenas in magnitude, being a: 
compat ſolid bodv. and like a little Moon, thi- 
ning as the pureſt. Silver. The ftream differed 
in colour from the Star, for it was red and fiery, 
in breadth five Degrees, and in length thirty. To- 
wards the body ot the Star, the rayes were more 
condenſed, bur the Jonger they were giſtended 
they appeared'to be more ſcattered and diffuſed 
abroad, which argued that the Stream was pr o- 
created by ſome ' external light penetrating 
throvgh the body of :the Star 5 and it was abſer- 
ved-to be oppoſite to the Sun, yet-fo as that the 
fo*m of it was bending like a. Bow, whoſe con- 
vekity was towards the Zenith, and concavity to- 
wards the Hori29y9. Both Gemma and Tycbe 
found tiat this Comet was higher theo the Moon, 
According to Tycho'; obſervation, the true Dia- 
meter of the Star.was'368. Al. Germ, 1o that 
its proportion tothe Earth wasas 3 to 14: The 
Longitude of the Comets tail he found to be g6 
Semidiameters*of the Earth. He concluded it 
was not inthe Airy but in the Zeberial VVorld, 
becauſe it did admir of no ſenſible Parallax, On 
November 10. the Parallax was 19 12 which 
vas diminiſhed-every day until it came to tws* 
Minutes, and that was. a demonſtration that the 

-— - 
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Comet aſcended higher and higher. At the firſt 
it was Ciſtant from the Earth 173 Semidiamiters, 
butt laſt 173 3-6.e. it aſcended as high as the Sun 
it felf, As for Events, the King of Per fa died by 
poyſon. The great Turk was ſlain in Battel, and 
ſeventy thouſand with him. The King of Por- 
tupal would needs venture into Aſanr;tanid that 
ſo he might reſtore «Mahomed to the Kinsdome 
which his Uncle Aldelmelick had detruded him 
from; in that memorable Battel the King of 
Portugal was (lain, and the greateſt part of the 
Nobility with him. Abdelmeleck though he ob- 
tained a vicory died that day of an Aapoplexy, 
AA ahomed was drowned in the Marſhes, ſo that 
three Kings leſt their lives in one day. This 
year allo Novograde in {vſcovia ( whoſe Inha- 
bicants were wont to ſay that nothing was able to 
oppoſe God, unleſs it were great Nowegrade ) was 
taken, the Conquerovr carrying away with him 
(as its ſaid) F*an1cq VVagons of Gold agd 
vilver. : | 
A. D. 1580. A wonderful Comet appeared 
this year. It was obſerved firſt Ober 2 having 
no Coma for ſ{cveral dayes, /c. not till © ber g. 
VVhen on a ſudden ir appeared with a formidable 
blaze, The reaſon of which 1721.» judgeth 
to be this. The Sun and the Comet were in op- 
gPolite ſigns in the Zoaiackyſo that ar firſt the Coma 


* Mordens Geography reflified, P.122, | 
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{204 'A Diſcourſe 


aſcending direaly upwards could not be percei- 
ved by men here below, but as the Star receded 
| from the Suns Diameter, the rayes iſſuing from 
thence were ſeen, which were adverſe to the Sun, 
though not in exa& Diametrical oppoſicion 
"thereto. Its appearance continued aboye three 
Moneths. Artfirft in the Evening at 7h. but 
November 14. it was ſcen both in the Morning 
and in the Evening, until December 6. when it ap- 
peared in the Morning only, It was bigger then 
-a Star of thefirft magnitude, only of a darker co- 
lour, and not moving as the fixed Stars, but as the 
_ Planets do. Atfirſt retrograde and flow in its 
progreſs, afterwards ſwiſtly paſſing through A- 
ries, Piſces, Capricorn, Sapittarins, but towards 
the end of its appearance, the motion was more 
remiſs, until it became almoft Qationary, it was 
as high as the Planet 2ercury, or Yenns, viz.157. 
$.7.There followed an epidemical Diſeaſe, which 
Arangely run through all Zxrope. Alfo great 
VVars between the Emperour of Ma/covia, and 
| the Survians and Polandeys, The States of Hol- 
{and united in renouncing obedience and ſubje&i- 
onto the Ring of Spair, and from thence they 
bear the name of the United Provinces. ' The 
Chriſtians in Cypres this year rebelling'againſt rhe 
Turks, were milerably ceſtroyed: (7) So. that 
TRESTES - | & 


: See Kicaut of the preſent ſtate of the Greck, 
Churches, P.g1, | Wo 
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of fourteen thouſand Villages of Chriftians which 
then were in that populous 1ſtand, there now rc- 
main but ſeven. hugdred, RS 

Ae. De. 1585,/A firange Star. appeared (4) 
from the 3thof Oteer, to the. 5th of November, 
in the Sign of Piſces, having its motion dire 
through Aries, 7 qurus, &c. The magnitude 


$ a ta "<< a Ss 
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equalto 7 =piter but affording an obſcure cloudy _ 


kind of light without apy Coms. ;. It was obſer- 
yedto be as high as, Satar x, OS | 

The next year (r) the Plague raged in the lef= *' 
ſer Aſia, Auſtrieand Hangaria. ltaly and the 
low.Countries were afflited with a Famine. In 
the Countrey near Conſtantivople, Armies of Lo- 
c#ſts devoured the fruits of the Earth. The 
Queen of Scor/ana being in England was tricd for 
her life, condemned and beheaded, 

A.D. 1590, A Comet appeared from Februg- 
»y 23, to. arch 6, near Piſcis.. Borealis, ' The 
blaze very thin and ſmall, and about ten degrees * 
in length. It was by Tycho oblerved to be as 
bigh as the Sun, 2 | 

As for Events, the Pope S;xtes. V. died, and 
his Succeflour Trbanns V1I. lived but ten dayes 
after he came to the Popedome; Gregory X1Y.ſuc- 
ceeded him, but lived not. a whole year, the next 
Pope,viz, [nnecentins IX. lived but two Moneths; 
{o that four Popes ſucceſlively died in little more 


9 TycoBraheus, Chriſtoph Rothmannas, r_Ricciolus, 
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thena years time: There was a terrible Farth- 
quake this year.in 7oravia and Auſtria, whereby 
. many Houſes ( eſpecially in Fienna) were deſtroy- 

ed, The next Summer there wasa fore Drought. 
A Shepherd in a place in Ho#axd Careleſly throw- 
Img ſome fire ypon the ground, - by reaſon of the 
dry ſeaſon, the ground took fire, and burnt ſo that 
the Heavens ſeemed to flame, nor cou'd the fire 
de extinguiſhed, until the Sea water was !eriin 
Upon it. In Paris thirteen thouſard [erſons were 
famifhed todeath this year. ; 
A-D: 1596. July gs. A Comet of Saturnine 
aſpet appeared in Vrſa major, from whence' it 
haftned to Coma Berenicets. (»)It paſſed through 
Cancer, Lo, and Virgo, ard there turning aſide, 
decame Statfonary, Remarkable Events were ; 
a dreught ard earth-quake indi ers places. The 
Enpliſs burnt the' Spaniſs Fleet," The Txrks in 
Battle oyercame the Azffriavs, This year many 
Sreat Perſonages (-) died in England, Allo (t) 
many famous for Learning in other Countries: 
"Ireland blazed with Tyr Owens Rebellion, nor - 
could that Flamebe extinguiſhed without the ef- 
ſuſion of much Z»927/ blood. + An exundation of 
the River T yher, drowned 1500 perſons in Rome, 
ard the City” reccived ineftimadle. detriment 


mdy,* © 2-6 5 


r Brcholzer, Mzftlinus & ale. s Sr, Richard Bakers 
Chron, p. 387. 3 Cluyerijs Hilt,;?, 753. x 
=_— I CHAP: 


7" > Concermng Comits, 107 
CHAP. 1%, 
The Hiſtory of Comets appearing in this laſt Cens 


tury, with the more remarkable occurrences of Di= 
vine Providence which have attenaed them, 


f P. 1697. September 25. A Comet appear- 

ed () continuing about forty dayes, ma- 
king its progreſs from the foot of Ur/a wajor, 
through Boeres, until it came to the hand of Ophi- 
achus, where it began to alter its courſe. The 
Star was not cxattly round, but ſcemed to baye 8 
ſwoln face. It appeared bigg:r then any bxed 
Star. Therayecs proceeding from it, were More 
condenſe and compadcted then ufeth to be. Be- 
cauſe of its Seprtentrional Latitude, it might be 
ſeen both inthe evening and inthe morning; (and 
in Germazy all the night long) whence the vulgar 
ignorantly concluded that there were two diftin@ 
Comets. As for remarkable occurrents, the 
Prince of 7ranſi/vania was poyloned by his Chan- 
cellour. The Haydaques with the T arks made wa- 
ful havockin Havgaria;: The Emperour was. in 
oreat diſtreſs, by reaſon that his Brother the 
Arch-Duke headed an Army, aſpiring after the 
Imperial Crown, and prevailed ſo far that he was 


- 44 Kepler, Lopgomontanus, Gotfr, Wendelin, Clu- 
verius, > | | 
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declared the King of Hungaria, after which he 
perſecuted the Proteſtants in Anſftria, The Duke 
of Lorrain diced. There were great Wars becween 
phe Sweeds and Danes. 

A.D. 1618, This year is famous for Blazing 
Stars, inaſmuch as therein no leſs then four Co- 
vets were obſerved. The firſt appeared from 
Anguſt 25. to September 25, about three hours af- 
ter midnight, cafting its blaze from the Eaft to- 
wards the Weſt. S:prember 1. Kepler obſcrvcd 
it to be a little below the left foot of Urſa majors 
and declining towards the head ef. Zee, its moti- 
on was retrograde. Sept, 6, with the naked: eye 
no blaze could be perceived, but with the Telef- 
cope one might perceive it like a thin Cloud : Sepe. 
23. it was come to 29. of Cancer. Lat. Boreal, 
23. about 10dayes, deflefting from the Ecliptick 
Southward, almoſt 15. Degrees, baving a retro- 
orade motion, The Star was hardly perccivable 
in Earope by reaſon of its vicinity to the San, but 
in Perſia, and inthe Zaft- Indies ( though not in 
Exrope ) continuing from November 22. to De- 
ermber 13. Thefourth and laſt Comet appcar- 
ing this year, was that which all the Earth looked 
upon with aſtoniſhment, It was firſt taken rootice 
of Novembr* 2.4; and continued! to Fanuary: 24; 
.e, for the ſpace of 60 daycs. There are ſome 
now living who remember this blazing Star, But 
T find a far other kind of Deſcription given of it 
in _the Books of thoſe lcarncd Mee, 
Wo 


Concernins Comets, 109 
who were accurate and diligent obſervers of this 
Prodigy, then that which is related by thoſe Rill 
alive, that in their youth might ſee it. There had 
not the like Comet to this appearcd for the ſpace 
of 150 years. 

It was ſeen firft in Zibra, moving towards the 
North with ſome- inclination Weftward, viz. 
through the midft of Zibre and Bosres, when 
it came there it might be ſeen all the night long. 
The body of the Comet was tv appearance big- 
ger then a Star of 'the firft magnitude, and wonld 
tometimes ſeem to twinkle. mendeline, Coſatus 
and others that viewed it with a 7el:/cope, did to 
their admiration obſetye a little Nut or Star in 
the body of this Comer , after that it was broken 
into three Stars like Coals of fire in a flaming 
Oven; after that into a multitude of lirtle Stars 
which could not be numbred becauſe they would 
ſometimes ſparkle our, and otherwhile abſcond 
from theeye. The blaze was narrow near the 
Star, bur broad at a diftancefrom it, | At irs firſt 
appearance it bended like a Bow, but afterwards 
it appeared ſtraight. The Colour of the Blaze 
near the Star wasred and fiery, but towards the 
end of 'it white and pale, very mich refembling 
the Via Lafea. December 21. the viſible Longi- 
tude'of the blaze was 22 Degrees, December Z. 
' it was 58 Degrees, Decemb. 9. it was 75. Degrees 

in length. Longomentanus faith that once the 
| Blaze was extended one hundred V:four degrees | 
= F in 3 
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inlength;z and that as for its. diſtance from the 
Earth it was four times as high as the Moon +2. 
2408.7, Before it was extinQ it had a leſs Pa- 
raltax then the Sun, and: therefore was above it. 
The true length of the blaze was beyend that: of 
its diſtance from the Earth no leſs then 445 S.T. 
ſo that a man going forty miles every day woutd 
not in an hundred years go ſofar as that blaze c x- 
tended. He might ſooner go round the whole 
Earth ſeventy times over, then once go over the 
extent of that formidable blaze. Remarkable 
Events, attending theſe: Comets, were, the death 
of the Emperour and Empreſs. A drovght all 
that Winter ; An Earth- quake ( which hapned en 
the day when the firſt of theſe Comets appeared) 
in 7:aly xemoved a Mountain which feil upon the 
'Town of Plours, whereby an 1500. perſons 
were cruſhed to death. in. a moment. But the 
great and fatal conſequent of this Prodigy, was, 
the Bohemic and Germanic War, in which Rivers 
of Blood were poured forth. | No leſs then fix 
( ſome ſay eight ) hundred thouſand lives being 
cut off by. the devouring mouth of the Sword. 
And the Prince Palatine, King of Bohemia difpol- 
<Ned of his: b@reditary Eftate, forced to fly-for 
his life, and. his Countrey made a deſolaton. 
Quickly after theſe Blazing Stars, God ſent the 
Piague amongſt the Indians here in New- England 
which ſweptthem away in ſuch numbers,/:,as.. that 

the living were na; enough to bury the cad. Ahis 
: 3 : yJeaT, 
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year alſo in Grand Caire in «© gypt there dicd (1% 
huncred thouſand Þy the Peflilence. we 
AD. 165 2. A Comet was ſeen December 10s 
continuing 2 1 dayes.”: Its motion was retrograde 
from the South towards the North, through the 
Hare, the foot of Orion, T aurxs, unto Perſens« 
Its Ciurnal motion at firſt was 11 Degrees and 
16 Minutes, but at laſt hardly 3o Minutes, When 
it was neareſt to the Earch, its diſtance was 110 -» 
S.T. the Parallax being 31. m. 15. ſec, But a 
little beſore its diſappearance it was, removed-. 
22509. $.T. the Paraltax being but 9 fec. fo that. 
at laſt it was as high as the Orb of 7apiter. When 
ebſerved with a Icleſcope, the head appearcd to 
be reuad, (w) and not leſs then the-Moon when 
at the full; and four or five clots might be dif. 
cerned in the Cometical body, whereot two were: 
ſomething digger then the reſt, and many minute 
little bodies reiembling Stars, but their light not 
ſo vivid as that of the crue Stars is. Theſe clots 
in the Cometical body, did very much alter and 
diſſipate every day, The blaze was ſeven degrees, 
as tots viſible Longitude,in form like a Pyr amide 
or Pillar . of a duskiſh, ſmnaky kind of aſpe&. 
The true diameter of the Comer was 825. ih, 
Germ.,{othatif a Man ſhould travail (9 German 
(or 40 of our ) miles.every day; be could not 
$0 round the boy of this Comet inHefs then 
259 dayes, of fo vaſt a circumference was its 
magnitude, Many uncertook to predidt ſtrange 
w Heyelus, VVendeligus. -- 74 Wings 
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things from the appearance of this Blazing Star ; 
Eſpecially a b1i#d but inſolent (* ) Buzzard of our 
own Nation ( as learned Mr. Gataker in the En- 


= gliſh Annotations on fey. 10.2, not undeſervedly 


calls him) foretold matters which never came to 
paſs, yet ſeveral-things very remarkable we all 
| knowat;zended this Comet, e.g. Wars between 
Enpland and Holland, Denmark, Sweden. Bloody 
| Sea-fights,the Sca and the Waves thereoſroaring. 
F Strange alterations in Eng/and, for the next year 
* Cremwel diſſolved that: which is known by the 
name of the Rump- Parliament, and ſet up for 
himſelf, Alſo 2uckeriſme now began to infeſt, 
the World. The Popeand the King of Bobemia 
died within a year or two of this Comet. » 

* _ A.D, 1661. A Comet appeared in the morn- 
” ibg from Febr.3.to March 28. S.T.N, It was 
©. below the Dolphin, between the heads of Aquila 
* and Zquulenr inthe 10. Grad, 5 Its diſtance from 
the Earth was at firſt 2006, and at laſt gogo.S.T. 


- * ſo thatit was higher then the Sun. Its motion 


dire& from the Eaft tothe Weſt. The Teleſcope 
diſcovered a Star to be in the body of the Comer, 
about which a more thin and dilute matter might 


- | bediſcerned, Feb.5.thar Star was divided into 


| fevera] parts. Feby. 6, it was diflipated into 
| many little Stars, one of which was more' denſe 
| and ſhining then the reſt, The blaze was ob- 
*.  ſcure, and about ſeven degrees in Longitude, ac- 
| | cording 
x F, IR VVill, Lilly, > 
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cording to Hevelins (y ) but Franciſcus Zibeit 
(z) writcth that it was ſometimes extended unto 
| 20Deprees in Longitude, of a conical form.: As 
for Events, the Tarks fell upon Germany (where 
eſpecially this (2) Comet was obſerved ) making 
woful havock there. That black Barrhotomews 
day, which the Nonconformiſts in England, o 
much complain of, hapned but-half a year after 
this Comet, ' The F araticks lay, that the like'ts 
'not to be paralleld in any Hiſtory, that five ;and. 
twenty hundred Miniſters ſhould be filencedgith 
one day. It is alfo ſaid, that-theſe Stars which 
were thus caft down, were ſome of them of :the 
firſt magnitnde. And thereforea Comer might 
well precede an event 'ſo remarkable, Bur this 
mult paſs for a” Phanatick notion, Notlong aſter 
this Comet, the: cruel Tarrarvs made incurſions *: 
into Hungaria, Moravia, Siltfa, lacking and 
burning many Towers, and making no lefs then 
an hundred arid threeſcore thouſand Souls Cap> 
tives, (r) whomthey: ſold 40 their barbarous 
Brethren the Turks. | | 

'A.D. 1664. *A famous Comet was cenſpicuous 
tothe whole VVorld this year. Many have pub» 
liſhed their Sentiments'concerning it. A Reves 
rend and wotthy Perſon (5) amungft ourſelves - 


; 7, Cometogr, L.12. P. $92,0c, 2 Aftren.I.$.P.$82. 
# Edlizs Diſcourſe of the ConjunRion, An. 1663. 4v;Mor- 
dens Geography, P, 140. b Mr. Danforth Paitor of the 
Church in Roxbury, - SY 4 
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(who is now aſcended above the Stars) hath leſt 
us his obſervations about the motions of this Co- 
met as by himſelf taken notice of, But no man 
hath done it with greater accuracy then Hewvelias, 
who bcing (ngularly advantaged with the beſt 
Mathematical-Inftruments which the World can 
afford to make diſcoveries of this nature.  (c) 
Reports that it was obſerved by him in Daxtzich, 
” Decemwb.14, S.T,N. About 5. A.M. inthe 8, 
_ . Degree of Librs, the head of a ſomewhat yel- 
lowiſb colour, affording a dull and dimlight, ne- 
verſo vivid and fplendid as the true Stars or Pla» 
nets appear with, in the very midcle of which 
© one might perceive a more clear. ihining bedy, 
whoſe diameter was about ſour Minuzes, invironed 
with a thinner Body of 12. Minutes. whoſe light 
was more dim. + But when oblcryed with a long 
Telctcope,one might ſee that the Star in the midit 
. of 'the head of the Comet, did not conſiſt of one 
clot only, but of many particles, ſome of which 
were more compact and Jucid, others more thin 
and obſcure. As the ſubtile matter oblerved a- 
bout the ſmall particles like Nuts in the body.of 
the Comet, was condenſed, the head grew biggcr, 
{o as that December 29. it was obſerved to com- 
prehend 24 Minutes, and in the midſt of it a moſt 
lucid and thick clot, of a fiery celour, which was 
compaſſed about with matter, ſome of which was 


c Ipljoro ſupra citato, 
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fnore rare, ſome more denſe, intermixed with 
leſſer Nuts or Stars, In the beginning of 7a- 
»#ary, that thick and lucid Clot began to attenu- 
ate, and break away, whence the head of the Co- 
inet was dimihiſhed, that 7an»ary 6. it ſeemed to 
contain but 8 3finutes , Fannary 22, The form of 
the Comet was not exa&tly round, bur ſeemed to 
be rough and broken, and in ſome places point- 
ing out more then in other places. As for the 
true magnitude of the Coinet, it was at firft about 
ſix times as big as the Earth, after it was diminiſh« 
ed in fav»ary, it was again augmented in Februa- 
Yy, It did not alwayes keep the ſame diſtance 
from the Earth. The Parallax was 59, (ec. In 
the midſt of its appearance, when the motiori 
was. moſt ſwift about 4.2. and at laſt but 16. /ec. 
So that at firſt it was diſtant from the Earth 3500, 
ST. in the midſt 1000, And February 4. 2200," 
S.T. Towards the end of December when neat- 
eſt to the Earth, it was twerity times as far off as 
the Moon, ini the middle of Fanuary it was as high 
as the Snn, in the beginning of February as re- 
mote from the Earth, as AZars is. The Blaze 
Was 14, Degrees in Longitude, being towards the 
extremity ſpread abroad, reſembling a Peacocks 
zail, It appeared ſometimes loriger, and ſomes 
times ſhorter. December 2k. it was obſcrved to 
be 22 Degrees in length, and towards the point 
of it, to bend a little, the concavity towards the 
Horizon, but the next day it was ſtraight again 
; LE ES CO aSos De- 
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December 28. a ſudden and great alteration was 
obſerved in the Blazez for it pointed not towards 
the Weſt, as before it had done, but upwards and 
towards the North. From Dicember 29. it be- 
gan to incline more Eaſtward, Faruary x. the 
Blaze pointed direQly towards the Eaſt. 1t was 
obſcryable thatit ſeemed fill to point towards 
the Grmini;, fo that the Blaze was ever in oppo- 
ſition to the Sun ; and we may therefore conclude 
. that it did preceed from the beams thereof, picr- 
cing through the body of the Comet. The Star 
loft its Blaze in the_ latter end of fanuary, and 
yet recovered it againin part in the beginning of ' 
Februarj., Its motion was retrograde, from Cor- 
URS, thrcugh Hara, the Ship, Canis majors the 
Have, Eridanns, the hed of the rhale unts A- 
ries, {o that it paſſed throvgh lix ſignes in the Ze- 
adiack, vis. Libra, Virgo, Leo, Cancer, Gemini, 
T aurus, Thus far is Hevelizs his account of this 
notable Comet. Not long after this another, no 
leſs admirable did appear. It was by the but now 
. mentioned learned perſon firſt obſerved, April 6. 
St, .N. about i h. A.M, in the breaſt of Perga- 
fas, viz,im 14. 21, of Piſces, and Lat. Boread!. 
26,” 30. of a clear and radiant afpet. Inthe 
midft of the Comets head one might with a Te- 
leſcope Jiſcern one Nucless or Star very lucid and 
ſhining like Gold, which was encompaſſed with 
a more dilute matter. The Blaze proceeding 
therefrom was a'moſt as thick as the GR 
whic 
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which the Vaclens was contained, 'Xpril 8, it 
appearcd very lucid, ſo that one might perceive 
the Comet after the other Stars diſappeared, the 
Nacleys not much altered from what it was at firſt 
April 16. the Comet ſcemed brighter then any of 
the fixed Stars, yea to outſliine Sarwyn z then by 
the help of the 7el/cope one might Eifcern the 
Nucleus to be more bright and 1gger then be- 
fore, The Diameter of the Nectegs was leſs 
then Ju2iter's, but equal to Satwrx's, whente' one 
might conclude thac the Comet was as yet in- 
creaſing. The Ncl:»s ſeemed to caft a norable 
ſhadow on that fide which was averfe to the Sun, 
For the blaze ſeemed ro be Eivided; the” reaſon of 
which might be becauſe the Ane/ens Was ſo 'com- 
pat and iolid, that the, beams of, the Sun could 
not paſs through it, Ht ray rkn mater 
which was on both fides af it. The matter on 
the fore part of the Xnzlzps as the Comer ,came 
nearet tothe Sun, appeared to be more acumina- 
ted and diminiſhed, The Paralex of this Co- 
ract was at firft 69 ſec. at Ia'41.'ec., The mag- 
nitude of the Nucleas was 12, ſec, and '0f the 
whole head of the Cotnet 6. wiz. fo that when 
neareſt tothe Earth, it was ſixty times as high as 
the Moon, and at laft as high as the Syn, The 
blaze was 19. ſometimes 25. Degrees ag to its 
, viſible Longitude. The motion of this Comet. 
i was dire& according to the order of the ſigns, at. 


_ * firſt appearivgin Piſces, and at laſt in Taxyss, It" 
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continued for the ſpace of fourteen dayes] 

As for remarkable Events attending theſe Bla-. 
zivf Stars, We cannot but remember whit doleful 
things quickly followed, -..An unhappy War be- 
tween twoprofeſſing N ations, viz. the Eng: and | 
the Daurch, whereby much Chrillian and Protc- 
ſtant blood was ſhed. A terrible Plague in. En 

gland the like never. known there before this time, 
1o that in London-( beſides what was in ſome other 
arts of the Nation ). there died ſometimes a- 
ove leventcenthouſand in one week, and more 
then an biindred thouſand were ſwept, away in a 
ycars time in that one City by the beſome of De- 
Rruaion whichthe Lord ſcent amongſt them. The 
next year the, Papiſts ſet, .Loygdon on fire; which 
dreadful -Conflagration; continued for ſeveral }/ 
Cayes, until eighty ſeven Pariſhes were conſumed + 
by thoſe fatal flames, .'The ſmoak of that þurn- 
ing cavſed the Sun to look. as if it were turned 
into Uarkne! 
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| S, 2rd the Moon into blood. ' It hath 
been computed that there were burnt within the 
Walls of- the. City, twelve thouſand hopſes, and 
wirbout a thouſand. | * The whole damage a- 
mounting to.at Icaft nine Millions, and nine hun- 
ered thouſand pounds ſterling. Alſo, the miſe- IN 
ries which the E»97!:5 inhabiting the Caritbee | 
Tf andy, were n"t long aſter theſe Comets, expo- | 
ſed unto, not only by the Sword of their Enemies, 


* SeeMs, Mordeys Geography, Þ,18, 
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but by the prodigious Tempeſts which -God fſenx 
amoneft them, are ſtill freſhin memory, {© ©: . 
A.D.' 1667. Feb. 85. A Comet was ſeeri only 
the Cowa and not the Star could be by, us diſcern- 
cd by reaſon'of its being inthe ſpn'Pi/ces, -where 
the Sun then was. Its Longirude above'thirty 
Degrees. + Afarch 1. Its extream point rea. 
ched to'that Star in Eridanss which is- called' the 
fourteenth *by Bajeras. . arch 2., t paſſed. 
through the 15 Star in Zridans:, and left to the 
Sonthward the 1 4th. tending to the Scuthern'Star 
which precedes the Ear of Lepxy, ſo that it 'was 
more Northerly. and more Eafterly then at firſt. - 
Both in /caly and in Portugal it was obſcrved at 
the ſame time, as with us in New- England.” - Alſo 
at Lions and ſeveral other places in France; and 
yet (which is very trange ) it was not obſervedat 
Paris,nor at London or in any part of England. The 
TZ.ondon Gazette ſaith, that 2Jarch 17. at Venice 
they obſerved a Comet to the North-Eaſt, the tail 
of it much longer then that which appeared three 
years fince, but of fefs brightneſs, and that it was 
{cen late in the nighe, | & "0. 
As for Events; mary places were this yer 
ſorely afflifted with Earth quakes, In':4ſoa, 
there was an horrendous Earth quake which Con-. 
tinued for $0 dayes together. The Chies of 


+ See the Philoſophical Tranſactions for An. 1668. 
Vol,3, P.68 3,584. 
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B#egbire, Avgera, and ſeveral other  Tawns' (fuf- 
fered, muck-thereby, The City of Tocall was | 
wholly leyelled to the ground. Poo (a conlide- © 
rable:City ), was deſtroyed, a thouſand and eight p 
hundred perſons being killed by their Houſes fal- 
ling upon them. Torgiaero ( another conſiderable 
. Cicy ) was overthrown in a moment, and above | 
fix thouſand perſons loſt their lives, being buried 
inthe ruins, of the City, Alſo ſeveral places in 
Europe were affrighted. with Earth-quakes this 
yearz. particularly Coyftantinop/e,and Adrianople, 
but, eſpecially Raguſe which was in & great part {| 
deftreyed. Alſo the Plague broke out, in the | 
chief , City of the European Tartary; and in {[ 
great Fdlana, and in Paccaray, it raged in Doway, ? 
Ghent and other places. A fire in Ado/cow .de- 
firoyed thirty thouſand Houſes, and five hundred 
Cknrches and Chappels; a great part of the Cities | 
of Gottenbrurg, and Sretin, were this year alſa 
tonſumed by fire. Inthe Conntrey about C adiz 
there was a great Drought, fo as that the Death 
of many of their Cattle was occaſiuned thereby. | 
The Twhs made very ſurious Affaults upon C anr- 
dia, which was the next year ſurrendred to them. 
The King of Poland refigned his Crown into the 
hands of the States, by which means that King- « 
dome wes involved in troubles and confuſions. . A 
prodigious Tempeſt tapned there, Hail-ſtones of 
an incredible bignets fell upon the Trees. break- | 
ing them fe as was ſtrange to behold, The peo- | 
. pie [| 
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ple there concluded that this Hai-&orm was a 
preſage of their future ſufferings. Don Jaan 
cauſed great Troubles and Commotions in the 
Kingdome of Spaiv. There hapned a Popular 
Tumult in Sardinia wherein the multitude inraged 
at the Taxcs impoſed on them, killed the Yice- Roy. 
In Africe T affletto made great ftirrs ſubduing 
the Kingdemes of Fez and Horecco to his 'obe: 
dience, ſo that by bis Conqueſts, he at laſt iyled 
himſelf not only the King but the Empcrour of 
Barbary: 7 ONE, 
A.D. 1677. A Comet appeared in the fign 


| Tanrnsz between the Baſe of the Triangle, and 
the onformed Stars in the Cloud of Aries. The 


head of it was ina right line with the heare of 
Caſfleptza and the 4/amak. (4) It ſeemed to be 
about the bigneſs of a Star of che firſt magni- 
rude, þut of a much fainter and duller Light, It 
had a bright Star in the middle of it, about the 
brightneſs of Sarum, when near the Forizon, 
and was about 25 Seconds in Diameter, the mat- 
ter in which it was involved having an - hazy fhi- 
ning, but not ſoclear, and bright, and devſe as 
the Nucleus in it was, The length of it was 
about cight Degrees, ſometimes longer, and ſume- 


- times ſhorter. C-ſ/ini obſcrycd it at Paris, Apris 


18. * Hewelius at: Dantzich, April 17. and it 


d'See Mr, Robert Z700ks Remarks upon this Comet, * 
Philoſophical Tranſactions for the year 1677- P, 868, 
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[continued until April 28, h.e. 12 dayes;. Its mo? 
gion bcing dire&, it ſoon came to be in conjunRi- 
on with the Sun ; and then could not be by us 
diſcerned, | 

As for Events following this Comet ; within a 
eara Town in Piedmont called Bofa ſuddenly 
nk down into the Earth, ſo as that nothing of 
It appeared, only two perſons in the whole Town 
that eſcaped with their lives. But I find that 
ſome late Writers in Egla24, think that this Co- 
Tnet was an Omer of the late Horrid Popifh Plor, 
ywhercin it was reſolve] that the Proteſtant Name 
Thould no more be had in remembrance, which 
Helliſh d#fign was ripe for Execution, had not He 
which fits in the Heavens prevented, It was before 
vbſcrved, that Hamans bloody Conſpiracy to cut 
off the Lords People, was attended with a Bla- 
zing Star: And why might not this Combination 
of the Afntichriftian party (which was worſe then 
 thatof Hamans) befotoo? Now as the Dif- 
<overy of Hamay ( who was a Type of Anct:- 
Chrift ) his wicked contrivance, ended in the ut- 
ecr deftruction of himſelf, and of his Children, 
So the Lord grant that the: revealing of this P6- 
piſh Plot may iſſue in the ruine of Autichrift, and 
vf thoſc that do uphold him , and let every Man : 
that fears God,or that bears any love to his Name 

and Trutb, fay, Ames ! | 
_ AD. 1689. The motionof the "Comet which 
4ppeared this year, was diligently followed dy 
| 193 
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the Ingenious Mr, 7ohn Foſter, the late Printer in 
Boſton in New-England, And though he be. gone 
( not without a publick loſs by his death and the 
ſorrow of many ) it beiog mentioned amongſt evil 
Owens, that the cunning Artificer ſhall be' taken 
away ) he bath left bebind him, ſome of this Ob- 
ſervations concerning this Comet, It - was firſt 
here taken notice of Nov. 14. at yg. h. A.M. near - 
138 Degrees of Zibra, 1 Gy. and 30, mins, Lats 
Anſtral. Nov.1g. [t was within a Degree of © 
Spica Virginis, diretting its courſe Northward a= * 
bout 40» mv. Several Mornings after that were 
cloudy here in Beſfoz, and not long after it was in 
conjunction with the Sun, ſuthat it was ſeen _no 
more in the Morning. It was then conj eaured 
that within a few dayes it would appear in th&E- 
vening, and ſo it did Dec. 10. when only the Blaze 
and not the Star was to us viſible. December 12. 
Its Blaze appeared very red and fiery, extending 
as far as the breaſt of the Swan, Dec. 14, its 
head was brit diſcerned, the Blaze paſſing to the 
North-ward of Cor Aqui/z. Dec. 16, its appear- 
ance was very terrible, the Blaze aſcended above 
60 Degrees almoſt to its Zeniry, growing conti.- 
nually broader from the head, and was brighteſt 
on both ends, eſpecially on. the South fide, the 
middle conſiderably darker then cither of the 
fides. Fax, 8. Gave the faireſt opportunity to 
find its true place and parallax, by its approach 
to a fixed Star of the third Magnitude, in ths 
7 rs a 
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right ſhoulder of Azdroweda, At6.b. 5. m; it 
was 28. », Ciſtant from that Star, At 50. m, paſt 
6. its diſtance was 25, w, At 10.b.5. mw: The 
Comet pafling by the ſaid Star, left it 12, #», 
Southward, Its viſible hourly motion was 6. »:. 
dire@, which if compared with its daily motion, 
we ſhall find it little ( if at all ) retarded by rea- 
fon of its Paralax, which is an evidence of-its 


* wat diftance from the Earth, For if it had not 


becs-much higher then the Moon, its true motion 
would have far exceeded its vilible. About the 


middle of February, it vaniſhed out of our 


fk 

ee Remarkable Eyents, attending this Bla- 
zing Star, We that live in America know but little 
of the great Motiens in Ezrope, much leſs in A- 
friec« and 4/a,until a long time afterwards, On- 
ly we arc.informec of ſome conſiderable Commo- 
tions the lat year, between the T artars and the 
Coinſes, Likewiſein Hw»garia, ſome things 
worthy of Remark have hapned. Above four 
hundred Villages is that Countrey have lately 
. been laid deſolate by Sword and Fire, The 7 arks 

kaveran Army on foot there, and it is firange to 
conſider ( only God maketh the Earth to help thc 
Weman) that thoſe Barbarous Infidels, ſhould 
declare unto the Emperour of. Germany , that 
they will not be at peace with him, except ke Co's 
reſtorg uro the opprefied Proreftants their Jlibgy- 
ries and eftates-which have been unjuſt)y£2kep 
NS | $1 rom 


he agnftevery one; and every mans againſt him, | 
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from them. The Pope has diſpoſed of the Eccleſis 
aſtical rotb. in the State Miles to be imployedin 
a war againſt the Hungarian Proteſtants. This laſt | 
Summer the Proteſtants ( commonly called Re-. | 
bels ) in choſe parts have had Wonderſul ſucce6 
ſes againſt the Popich Generation, It is; poſſible *' 
this may be a beginning of Revenges wponthe #uc- ' 
wy. The great expeQation, is, thatthe next year. | 
the Grand Signior will come in perſon againſt the 
Emperour, with the moſt formidable Army which 
hath been known inthe World for theſe many a- 7 

5s. It may beanother (the {aft and moſt fatal }. * 

laſt of the ſecond wo Irumpetr, is now aboutto * 
found, In the Surnmer after this Blezing Stay, | 
there was an affliaive Drought; not only in Ame» 
rica, but in Exropr. | Thenext (5c, the laſt) win- 
ter, there was a great Inundation in the Nether. | 
Hands many thouſands periſhed in the fatal nighe 
when thoſe great Waters came nigh unto them, |? 
It is ſaid that thoſe Provinces ſuftered more by 
that Inundation, then by all the Freveb Warg 
which of late have been ſo heavy upon them. The | 
poor Proteſtantsin France, are blazing in a flame: |; 
of Perſecution. The French K ING in his De- * 
claration newly come forth, boaſts:that he hath 
cauſed ſeveral Millions of Proteſtants to forſake 
their holy Profeſſion, and to turn Komen Catho- | 
licks, Healſo and the Pepe are quarelling who 
ſhall be Pope in France. Yea his hand ſeems ts 


the 
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the iſue whereof muſt needs in probability be. 
| ſomegreat overturnings and alteration ofthe pre- 
| ſent State of Aﬀ.irs in Exrope. And beſides 
| theſe particulars ( which are conſiderable). other 
| things have come to paſs in Zarope ſince the Co- 
* met laſt mentioned, which deſerve to have a: Re- 
* mafk ſet wpon them; For the laſt year there was 
| aterrible canflagration in 4Zoſcow ( it begun in a 
| Stable) whereby four thouſand Houſes were 
conſumed, and turned into ruineus heaps. - And 
= this lat Summer the great City of F/e/co, is made 
” defolateby fire, not above ſeventy Houſes r«main- 
| Ing. Allo the Czar (or Emperonr ) of MMuſce- 
 vwi4is lately dead; and his Death hath occaſio ned 
 avery great Commotion about a Succefſour to 
' the Crown. Atfirft his Brother. was Proclaimed, 
' but the City cf AZo/co roſe up in Arms about it, 
- and the Souldiers there have lately made a diſmal 
' avghter amongſt the Nobility and chief Citizens, 
F depoling the late Czar's Brother, and ſetting up 
his Uncle as Emperour in his ſtead. For three 
{| dayes together ( viz. 15,16, & 17 of Aay laſt) 
| things in that great and imperial City, were inthe 
'- Krangeſt Confuſion imaginable, on the feventh 
'; day of faxelaſt, a terrible Zarik-quake hapned in | 
' that part. of the World, continuing for the ſpace 
* of half an hour, whereby:many flately Fabricks 
were thrown down to the ground, and an hundred 
lives deſtroyed by their fall, Moreover this lait | 
Summer, God hach opened the Windows. of Hea-. 
| en 
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venin avery awful manner, fo as that the Floods 
occalloned 'by the great Rains, have deſtroyed 
many Towns in Sicily, We hear that Mount 
eEtna( which has b:en wont to vomit Fire ) has 
of late caſt out. ſuch an abundance of Watcr, as 
that the Neighbouring Countrey is drowned 
thereby. We hcar alſo, that on the fixth day of 
7#ne laſt, a moſt prodigious Tempeſt hapned in 
Sicily, whereby the Town of Randazzo, Franca: 
vile and Tecrtorica becarne ſubjeft to a ſudden and 
unexpeRted ruin, About half an hour before Sun. 
ſet, there hapned ſo great a darkneſs, as that no 
obje& could be diſtinguiſhed at the diſtance of 
four paces; after which there aroſe an amazing 
Storm of Rain, Thunder and Lightning, which 
laſted for thirty fix hours, About one of the 
clock inthe Morning, great Torrents fell upon 
the Neighbouring Mountains, with ſuch irrefiſt- 
able fury, as that Trecs of extraordinary bigneſs 
were carried away before them, which coming ar. 
eainſt 7 ortorica threw down the Walls and Hour 
ſes thereof, 600. of the Inhabitants were drowned. 
The Arch-Deacon, and many others ran into the 
Church of St, N:cholas for ſafety, but the violene 
Watcrs overthrew the Church, and detreyed all 
the People which hoped ro find SanRuary therein 
On the 25 of Zzxe laft the Popes Palace of St. 
Perers in Rome, was ſtricken with a Thunder-bolt, 
the Fire-ball paſting from one Room to another, 
until it entred that where the Pope uſcth to give 
Eno ob oe ef ce 
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Audience; Fanaticky think that this may be an 
Omen that Heaven will pour down a Vial full of 
Wrath upon the Throne of the Beaſt ere long. 
A.D. 1682. It is reported that in Germany 2 
Blazing Star was ſcen 7uxe 17.in ce South wt 
which continued viſible for the ſpace of an heur, 
and was then obſcured by the riſing of the Sun, 
If that Relation be true, there have been two Co- 
mets( or one hath twice appeared ) this preſent 
year. Foritis certain that there was one viſible 
in Ange laſt, Some had a fight of it Auguſt 
15. for my own part,[ ſaw it not until Auguſt 18. 
3.b. AM whenit was in the foreclaw of Or/a 
#1ajor, The ſtream about 10. Degrees in Longi- 
tude ; the Star bigger then that which appeared 
about zycars ago. It was then perceived by 
usin N.E, only in the morning, whenas 1 am in- 
tormed by Letters from Longos, that they ſaw it 
in the Evening the ſame night when we beheld it 
in the morning only. By reaſon of its ſepten- 
tional Latitude, tis paſt doubt that in the more 
Northern Climates it was ſcen both inthe morning 
_ andin the evening of the ſame day, yea all the 
night long, as hath been noted concerning the Co- 
mets appearins Annis 1432, 1470, 151.3, 1607. 
Auguft 23, it was by us in New-#»glavd ſeen in 
the Evening enly, having removed from the place 
we firſt ſaw it in, about 39 Degrees, and was 
come near Come Berexices; not confiderably 
changing its Latitude, but moving in a line almoſt 
; parallel 
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* paralſel with the Ecliptick. Thus it paſſed 
through Coma Berenices, and through the leg of 
Bootes, Anguft 81+ Its Latitude was diminiſhed 
from 24.t0 16. Gr. It was come between the 
feet of Bodtes, about 95. Degrees from the place 
we firſt ſaw it in. Þ had not an opportunity to 
view it with a Teleſcope above once ( and that was 
Sept. 13. ) through which it appeared to be a very 
dim and hazy kind of body. It was then about 
the foot of Yirgo, where it diſappeared in the 
Moneth of September. 

There is an AnonymousAftrologer in London 
(ſome of whoſe Notions are taken ont of Gadby- 
ries Book of Comets, Printed 4nns 1665.) that 
has publiſhed his Sentiments upon this Comet 
preſumptuouſly determining not only what the 
Events are which ſhall attend this, with the for- 
mer Blazing Stars, but the places, yea and perſons 
concerned therein, No 'man of wiſdome and 
judgement canreliſh the boldneſs of ſach a Pro- 

pheraſter ; Eſpecially conſidering that he does 
. predid things that are contrary to the Scriptures 
of Truth, Re prophefies of the Tarks Con. 
verſion, and conſequently Salvation z when as the 
ſure Word of Prophefic unto which we ſhall do 
well to give heed, informs us that the Tark ſhail 
come to his end, and there ſhall be none to help 
him, Namb.24.24, Dan. 11.45 Rev.g.15., The 
vain Aſtroloser likewiſe affirms, that Rewe ſhall 
be geftroyed by the Tarkifs power, when "_ 
holy 


a 
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' holy Scriptures aſſure vs, that it ſhall be done by 
ſome of thoſe horns which have given their pb- 
wer to( the Pope) Amichriſt, which the Turks 
never did, Rev. 17, 16. If men did with under- 
ſtanding read the. Scriptures more, ,they would 
mind Judicial Aftrologers leſs. This notwithftand- 
isg I ind that judicious Writers are of Opinion, 
that ſuch a Saturnine Comet as this was, hath a 
natural inflaence into, ard therefore does portend 
a cold ard ons BR much Snow, and con- 
ſequently great Floods ; Malignant and Epidemi- 
cal Diſeaſcs; in ſpecial the Plague: concerning 
which Deus avertat Omen! Some things worthy 
of Remark, have already hapned in- Exrope, be- 
ing contemporary with this B/azing Star, I un- 
derſtand by Letters, that Vines and Corn are very 
much damnified,in ſeveral Countries by the great 
Rains which have fallen the latter end of this laſt 
Summer. Weare alfo afccrtained, that about 
the middle of September laſt - ( the Comet being 
hardly out of ſight ) there was a very prodigibus 
Tempeft in 7raly. Not far from Floreyce there 
hapned moſt terrible Thunder and Hail mingled 
with Fire; the Hail ftones were many of them 
three, ſome of them five pound in weight z the 
like was never known in theſe parts; 1he wild 
Bcafts and Birds were killed thereby. . For the 
ſpace of eight Miles in length,and two in breadth. 
I It fwcpt away all the Branches from the greateſt 
29s 27 nies, CON Bs. ie TT 2 
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the Autumn Harvelt that was on the Ground,and 
left not a Vine ſtanding. lt cartied away the 
roofs of Houſes; inaſmuch as perſons were kil- 
fed intheir beds. AChurch was beat downte 
the ground, and the Beils carried a quarter of 2 
mile. Since this Diſcourſe was written and fent 
to the Preſſe, we have the fad Tidings of another 
diſmal Fire, which hapned in Zo»gon this Winter, 
viz on the 19th. day of November aft: It is re- 
ported tha: a thouſand Houſes were confumed in 
thoſe vnhappy Flames. What further Events ſhall 
atrend this 8/azing Star which our eyes have 1@ 
lately beheld, is known unto him, he relcth' 5 
tbe Army of Heav n,and doth what he will amons ft, 
the Chilaren of Mens {4 CIR 
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CHAP. X; 


That Blazing Stars are commonly ſigns of tvil E- 
vents, therefore not to be ſlighted; noy this laſf 
Blazing Star which is attended with ſuch rare 
Corjunttions of the Planets.  Fudicigl * Aftrotes. 

 Cers condemned, The Concluſion, © i 


'Rom the thingy which have beef expreſſedy 
We may rationally conclude; that all the wiſe 
Men wholived in all former Ages were not alto- 
gether miſtaken. wh:n they belicyed that Comets 
. re forerunners of ſome great and commonly mi- 
EE _——_—_— 
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ſerable Events haſtening upon the World: Judi8 
Cjious Zaxchy (as well as Mede)) conceives that 
by tie Pillars of Smoke ſpoken of in the Propher 
Zoel, as portentous of the amazing and terrible 
things which were coming upon the 7ewi/> I ation 
Blaz'ng Stars are meant, he ſaith that when he 
lived at Straſburge, there was a Comet ſeen; after 
Which the death of ſome great Perſonages, and 
Eivil Wars in Fraxce enſued - and addeth (-) that 
if we read and obſerve Hiſtories, we ſhall find 
that thus it hath becn ever fince the World be- 
gun, that Comets have never appeared, but ſoon 
after, miſcrable Wars, mortal Diſcaſes, &s. have 
folowed. So that they are preachers of divine 
wrath, and the conſequences of them prove fatal 
unto ſome or other, in which reſpe& all ought to 
walk with an holy fear of the infinite Majeſty, 
who doth whatſoever he pleaſeth in Heaven and 


Earth, in the Sea.,and in all deep places, and ac- 


corgingly caufeth ſuch tokens to appear 1n the 
Heavens when it ſeemeth good unto him, Acad 
whercas, Drozghts, C ater piflars, Tempeſts, Inun- 
ations, Sickneſſes, are frequently known to fol- 
low upon the appearance of ſuch Phenomrna's, I 
ſee no ſufficienc reaſon why we ſhould not ſuppoſe 
them to be not only fignal but cauſal thereof; and. 


perhaps of Earth-quakes (b) alſo. It is undubi- 


« De operibus Dei, L,3.C.2. 6 Nen defuerunt qui ex 
coeli obſeryatione terr#- motam predicerent, Philo. a 
| | ;*4 - table 
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Concernng Comets; 733 _1 
table thathie true Planets and fixed Stars have'a _ | 
natural irfluence into ſuch things, . though the 
manner of their opcration is by us filly Mostals 
undeclarable, Gen: 1.14, Dent. 33.13,14. 7ndgs 
5.20, 7b 58,31,32,33. And therefore it is nor 
impoſſible but that Comers may bave the like na- 
tural influence, eſpecially when: they are rear to 
the Sun, ard that therefore the Blaze proceeding 
from them reacheth the Earth, though by us un- 
diſcernable. Thelight which the Moon recci- 
veth from the Sun bath a phyſical and wonderful 
influence upon the Earth, to may the Beams which 
blaze through a Cometical body have likewiſe. 
As to their natural operation, they may have dif- 
ferent effefs, cauſing Drovghts in one place, in- 
undations in another, Earth quakes in another, 
&-c. accorging to the eccult qualities which are 
in the ſubje&s of their influence. Ard whereas, 
Wars, Commotions, Perſecutions Herefiess the Dea 
of Princes, Changes; and overtur»ings in the World 
co uſually happen after the appearaxce of ſuch 
Stars, they ſeem to be o»/y igna/! and not cauſal 
of tuch events. The reaſons alledged by ſome to 
prove that Comets have a phyfieal influence into 
ſuch effe&s are not ſolid. . ] ſhould therefore ra- 
ther conclude, that they are hgns of ſuch things 
to follew only in reipe@ of their Univerſal and. 
ſupernatural cauſe, Goes baving ordained thern for 
that end, that.ſo the Inhabitants of the World,. 
when they behold ſuch fearful ſights night there=- * 
| K 3 : by 


3 


infe &ivg the Air,and tell us that ſometimes Stones 
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by be awakened unto repentance. I know ſome 


Learned Men do not afſent urto this concluſion. - 


Scaliger laughs at their conceit who («c ) ſuppoſe 
that Comets threaten Kings and Kingdomes. 
B aaritius (4) hath publiſhed a Tractate, whoſe 
Celign is to provethe contrary. And the truth 
is, that the Arguments infifted on by the Admi- 
rers of Ariſotle are frivolous; And when they 
ſpeak of Comets falling upon the Earth, and fo 


of a Sulphurous nature have fallen down out of 
them, their phanſies are ridiculous. But it doth 
not follow thar a principle is not true, becauſe it 
hath been weakly maintained by ſome that have 
undettaken its Patronage. The weightieſt ob- 
3: Qtien-againſt the inference which we adhere un- 
eo, is, That there have been ſome happy Comets, 
and that the evils pretended to follow after them, 
have ſometimes hapncd when no Comet hath ap- 
peared, Tacitzs calls that an happy Blazicg 
'Star which was ſeen before Nero?s Death, becauſe 
Ithgnificd thedownfal of one: that had a malig- 
nant influence upon the whole Earth 5 Others 
mention the Comets that were obſerved before 
.Fvickliff, Huſs, and Lather began to publiſh me 


Goſpel, as happy Omens that the light of truth 


hould be. diſperſed in the World. But truly, 
the nutnÞþer of inſtances on this hand, is ſo ſmall 
and inconigderable, that-it cannot inyalidate: their 

c De ſubtilitate exercit. ' 79. 4 Referent®e 


Keckermanna 8 Syſt. Phy, L 6.P-: 742: 08 


Concerving Comets, 135 
Afertion, who affirm that Z/azinp Stars ave moſt 
commonly portentons of evil Events. And. if we 
ſhould fay as ſome. do that the appearance-of a 
Comet is like the coming of a New Ru'er- to the 
peopie,, (t) Either a great gooder a great evil, 
there is room left to fear the worſt, Moreover, 
as there are contrary. Intereſts in the . World, o 
that may be happy for one, that witi be woful for” 
the other. And alchough ſuch evil. Events as 
thoſe inthe preceding Chapters related, have 
tometimes hapned without any blazing ſtar immes 
diately forerunning, that Goth not prove, that 
when ſuch ſigns do appear in heaven, they; are noz 
ſignal of miſcries not-far off, wars & commotions 
have hapned though Armies have not becn 
ſeen figtting in the Air. - Will any man there- 
fore ſay, that ſuch apparitions are not to be zc= 
counted ominous or ſignificative that evils of that 
nature are like to enſue ? However, it-is certain- 
ly much better for men to fear and- prepare for 
the worſt,then that Judgement ſhould overwhelm 
them in their fin and ſecurity. A Jefvit-confel- - 
ſeth, (f) that when 7obannes de C apiſt®ans upon 
the appearance of. a Comet. A.D, 1469: Ceela- 
red in his publick Sermons, that except the'warld 
did reform their lives and wayes, they might jult- 
ly exped that great Ca lamities were at :hand,! it 
was both piouily and prudently done of! him. It 
is dangerous for men to jeſt with ſuch awful works 
of God. They that do ſo: are: guilty; of * worſe 
& V. Keekerman in _—_— P. 732» f Riccjolus P:34. 
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then barbarous prophaneſs: and ſuch perſons 


( be they high or low ) ſeldome long eicape the 
Vengeance of Heaven. Some have obſerved 


that (g) when Pericles ſlighted a great Eclipſe of 
the Moon: it proved a fatal Eclipſe to him, and 
fo thoſe that he was concerned in, Ard Ye/paſiar's 


Example ſhouſd teach men to be careful how they 


deſpiſe ſuch Works of God, © ' Lrge Hiftoriam ne 
fias Hiftoviae ©- The merciful and righteous God 


wfeth to diſcharge his Warning pieces before his 
 Murdcring pieces go off; Thrice happy they: 


who take the Warning. 1 know not but that the 


poſſeſſed man might 1peak Truth, who affirmed 


the beſt Verſe in Virgi/ to be that, 
Dyſcite juſtitiam monits & non temnere Numen. | 


| And as for this laſt B/azing Star, which is ges 
; - nerllydiſregarded amorgft Men in the World, it 
ſeemeth to he the more Ominous; in that ſome' 
rare Conpunttions of the Syperiony Planets happen 
this year alſo. /Ofober 20, There was a Con- 
Jun&ion of Farury and Pupiter in Leo, there has 
ving bcen inthe preceding Moneth of September, 


firſt a ConjurQtion of Tupiter and Mavs, and then 


of Saturn and" Mars in the ' ſame fign.' And* 
(which is :notable becauſe unuſyal)) theſe two 
{epcriour Planets make two Conjuntions more' 


g Aled. Theologiz Naturals pars 2, Pp, 300, - 
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in the ſame ſign, the one in the next Moneth, viz. - 
on the thirticth of 7anwary, in the 18, Degree of 
Leoz, the other the ſixth of « ACay next in the. 
ſixteenth Degree of the ſame ſign, As for thoſe 
great Conjundtions of all the Planets which hap-. 
pen but once in 794. years, there have becn but. 
|  ſevenof them ſince the World begun, The fe-: 
| cond of which wasattended with Noab's Flood.. - 
The third with the overthrow of Pharaohs. when, - * 
the Children of 1{rae! were brought out of the - 
Lagd of e£gype, The fourth with the Captivi- 
ty of the Ten Tribes, The fifth with the begin- 
ning of the Chriftian, and the DetruQion of the 
\ Tewiſh world, Thefixth with the diviſion of the 
Empire in the dayes of Cars/ns Afagnus.. The 
Laſt was 79. years ago. A-Learned ard Judicious 
Author (6) ſaith of it. that as the foundation of 
Rome was laid at the ſame time when the Children 
of 1{racl mere carried into Captivity by. the 4 
fqrians under the fourth of theſe Conjun&iors,, 
ſo the ſeventh ere the cenſequents or concomi-. 
tants of it be over, will be attended with the con- 
verſion of the 7:ws, and the utter ruin of Rowe, 
which he thinks will come to paſs in the year 
1694. About which time ſome others conjequre 
thac great things will be accompliſhed ia-the 
World. Mr. Brightman on Rev. 9. 15; !\conclu- 
deth that the. preſent 7#»hi/b Power ſhall not be 
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' continued beyond the year 1696. Dr. 2440» 
ſsppoſcth that the rtime aHfoited for the Reign of 
Antichriſt will expire abort the year 1692. Ds 
'FHfoulin*s judgement was that the Pope ſhall not 
be able to make War with the Saints, fo as to 
overceme them any more; aſter the year, 1689. 
Outinam | Others conceive that Annns 1688. will 
be a year of wonders, which brings to mind the 
Verſes publiſhed by Regiowontanus abouye two 
hundred years ago, 


ws Oftaatefomns Oft auvus mirabilis annus 
* Trgraet, 7 ſccum Triſtia ſata trahet, 


Whether any of theſe have gueſſed right, he 
that lives thirteen years hence, will be better able 
coſay: I am apt to bclicve that ere this Century 
be expired, there will be very grcat Revolutions 
inthe Woerid, But beſides theſe prneral ones, 
there are particular Conjun&tons of the two Su- 
periour Planets, which meet together once in 
(about) 20 years,and uſe to continue in their con- 
Junction, until 22ers come and joyn with them, 
and then it'is admirable to behold three great 
_ Stars ſhining in the ſame ſign in the Heavens, with- 
out any ſcintillation, * and theſe ſome call great 
Conjurttions ( 1) as porrending great Events in 

Fv Xepler Fpit. Aſtron, L. 6 P. 554. (1) Conjunftio 
Saturn & Jovis vocatur conjun&tio magna quia IEs Magnas 
portendit, Feckerngn, Altron, L:1, Col. | 8 

| | | fQe 
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the World! And ſuch a conjunction there has && 
will be within this (welve moneths, beſides ſeye- 
ral others, in the ſame yearand in- the fame Sign 
in the Heavens ( as but now was roted ) which. is 
admirable to conſider ; ſome fay the like hath not 
been theſe two thonſand years, And it being in 
one of the ſigns in the fiery Trigon, there are who... 
conclude that great Deſolations by burning, are. 
at hand. Tfind that ſome weighty Writers: cons . 
celye that ſuch rare Conjundiens are portentous -, 
not only of great Revolutions and Changes, bur . 
alſo of new and unheard of Diſeaſes: amongſt 
Mortals, The jadiciouſly learued Hoſpinian (k)- 
ſcems to incline unto this Opinion. It cannot. be 
denied, bur that the Planets bave a great influence” 
upon the Earth as to things: which according-to-, 
the courſe of nature are preduced- ' The' five 
leſſer Planets areinthe Scripture, by way of emis 
nency termed (1) Stars of lighr, and are conjun&- 
ly mentioned with-the Sun and Moon,as affording. 
light, and being influential to the Earth deyond 
what may be affirmed ef other Stars, P/al.148.3 . 
therefore to obſerve tne Motion of the Caleſtial 
bodies, and what effeRs they do produce accord- 
ing to the ordinary courſe of nzture, which the 
Civine providence hath ſtated, is lawful and good. 
Tarnhbenſerus reports (how he knew it to be ſo, I 


& De origine Feſtorum Chriſtianorum, 2.28. -1 Byth= 


peril Plaln 8. Ver. 4s 
| cannot 


 figo 4: Dsſconvſe 
cannot tell) (*) that the Holy Patriark 4b»: 
ham, by occaſion of the Comet which appeared: 
| 'A.M. 2018, was indaced to fludy Aronomy, 
| that ſo he might be the better adle to judge of the 
* nature and meaning of Vuch works of God. All 
this notwithſtanding the curioſity and preſumptis- 
on of 1zdicial Aft rologers, is not to be juſtified, 
who undertake peremptorily to Prognofticate, 
what the particular things are, ( yea, and the pla- 
” ccs and perſons concerned in them) that fhall 
| come to paſs aſter fuch-Configur:tions and Plane- 
| tary A/pe#s. Thavercad: of a Maromedan A- 
| Brologer who did predi& a great. inundation to 
' bein Syria, A.D- 1095. becauſe of a Conjun- 
 Qionof all the Planets '(except Saturs) in the 

| watery ſign of Piſces, (like as it was before No- 
| ab's Flood ) which fell out to be true. But ſuch 
| 'APrologers haveat. other times come off with 
| ſhame by their bold and raſh predidions, as Cal- 
 vifins, and Fendelinas have more then once nuted 

e.s, A.D. 1186. becauſe ef rare Conjundions of 
all the Planets then hapning; the 4ſrologers of 
| thoſe dayesteclared that there would follow hor- 
* TCendous: Tempefts of Wind, and after that I 
| know notjwhat miracles, nothing of which came. 
to paſs, Again, A-D, 1322.. By reaſonof a no- 
table Conj union of the Plancts in Z:bre, one 
Foby David (a great Aſtrologer at Toleds in Spain). 
and manyJothers with kim, tent forth his Procla- 

 & Referente Xeckermanns in Syſten, Phyhic, Rn 


Concerning Comtis, T4z 
mations abroad-into the VVorld, declaring that 
that Conjundtion of the Plancts would be atten- 
ded with Famine, Earth-quakes. and ſuch a Storm ' 
of 'VVind. as that there would be no living above 
Ground, affirming that all' the, Philoſophers and © 
Afﬀtrologers in Spain, Arabia, and in Greece were 
of the ſame Opinion, But when theſe things 
ſhould be accompliſhed, not a word of them pro- 
ved true, Another on the like ground, declared 
that the yorld would end, 4». 1464. Another 
from the like Planetary Conjur@ions, propheſied 
that Anz0. 1524. a General Deluge would over; - 
whelm the Earth; which many irjudicious people - 
pIving credit unto, pot cither into Ships or unto / 

igh Towers, left haply the Afrologers flood 
ſhould drown them, + But the event proved 
theſe predi&ions to be falſe and foolifh, 

Thus God delights to baffle 7 ndicial Afrelo 
gevs, 'when they will preſurne to know the times 
and the ſcaſons, which he hath kept in his own 
power. "It was the ſaying of a wiſe King in Po= 
land, that to be able certainly to predif& future - 
Events is Gods Prerogatives * And a wiſer 
then he, yea, the wiſct amongſt the finful Sons of 
Men hath ſaid, ' *A Man cannot telt what ſhall be, 


+ v, Wendelin, Cont, Phyſ. Se.2. P.249. * Opinis 
prxteritorum hemini certa efle poteſt ; futurorunm perna» 
turam non admodum poteſt, quamvis Deo tempaga amnia. 
preſentiaſunt, P, Kami Dialect, Lib.2. Cap.z  ' © 


and 
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and what ſhall be after him, who cas tet? Ectl. 
20.14. Notable changes have hapned: in our 
dayes, which the 2foxethly Progneſfticators could 
tell-us'nothing of, before that God who rules in 
the Kingdomes of Men brought them to pals. 
 - TheStar:gazers in old Baby/ex, who by looking 
 uponthe Heavens, ardobfcrving the Courſes ani 
Conjunctions of the Stars there, would undertake 
totell the fates and fortunes of Kingdomes; all 
the Judicial Iftrologers and #12.ards there, could 
' notbyall their $kill inthe Stars read their own 
and tke Nations ruin; until the day that it came 
upon them, 7/ai.47+ 13, 14+ Therclore it is not 
good poſitively to determine what the particulor 
miſerics or mutations are, nor the perſons or pla- 
ces that ſhall undoubtedly perceive the cfiects 
thereof, when rare ConjunQions of the Planetary 
Bodies happen, or when B/azizg Stars appear. 
Quly that at tcaft ſome of thoſe Evils which have 
' Heen wont toattend the like appearances, arc at 
| the door, we may rationally conj:tQure and con- 
cludc.. 

} ſhall therefore finiſh this Diſcox7/e, with the 
appolite-and celedrazed Expreflions of that Fa- 
mous For ( # ) who Speaking of Comes, 
faith, | 


- # Pontanis qui nulli ui ſecyli poet ceſit, dicente Zoo 
ggerds in Bibliothec?, OT 


Its 


. nl 
1; etiam bell; motas, feraque arma minantar 

LA agnorum & Clanes populoram, & faner 4 Reg unod 
Ut cum, ſeu C al: occaſum, [ty ſolts ad ortuns 

E xtaltrint capnt 1 nfelix, & crine minact 
Hurrenaum late implerint terroribus urbes, ce 


Concernins Comets; 


To the ſame purpole another in Enolifs 


fpeaketh thus, (o 9 Silvefter in 

E ; c ) his Tranſlati« 
on of Dubare 
ts, P.l4s 


There, with long Bloody Hair, a B/azing Star 
Threatens the World with Famin, Plague & Wars 
To Princes death , to Kingdomes many croſſes x 
To all Eſtates, inevitablelofles : | 
_ To Aerdsmen,Rot; to Plow- men hapleſs Seaſons? 
To Saylors, Storms : to Cities civil Treafons, 


Sol; Deo Gloria. 


ERRATA, 


P.4.L. wt, r. Flement, p.19.1.16. ZarGagnaſh, phe 
1.11, for the 7, this. p. 56. 1.5, r. Marte, P,69.l19, for 
their, r. the, P.,94.1.23. for whatſoever r. whoſpever, 
Pe.lo1l.l.13, forſeconded,r, ſacceeded, Þ, 10241. 28, r, 
19.44 12. Fo. Pogok.d. $3 be read thus, 23, Gr, 
41 min, The ſecond Comet this year appeared Nowe! 

the tenth, continuing, Ge, ny OY Never 
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HEAVENS 


ALARM 


| WORLD. 
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; Rev, g, IO, And the third Angel ſounded, and there fell n 


| a great Star from heaven, burning as it were a Lamp, &Cc, 
Rev. 11, 14. —— behold, the third Wo cometh quickly. 
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TO THE READER. 


z Oncerning thoſe admirable ; andamazing 
works of God, which are by us called 
Comets, as under a Phyſecal and Mathema= 
ticsl Conſideration, there are many that 
have publithed their Sentiments, and 
ſome to good purpoſe and edification, The ſcope of 
the enſuing diſcourſe, is only ( that being moſt pro- 
per for one under my circumſtances) to make a Theo- 
logical Improvement thereof, There are that do pro - 
pound this inguiry, Zow mavy Comets bath the world 
taken notice of Face the firſt Creation? Which is indeed & 
Queſtion that no mortal living is able to give a full aad 
certain anſwer unto; lt is frue that ſundry learned 
and worthy Writers ( eſpeciall Zavater and Aled} 
have attempted to give us the Hiſtory of Comets, nor, 
hath their labour been wholly in vain or unprofitable. 
In the Authors but now mentioned (though others give _ 
us a larger account ) . We do not read of above eleven, 
Blazing Stars, in thoſe Ages ( for about four thouſand, 
years ) that were before the Incarnation of the Son of 
God : Daubtleſs there were more ;. but the Records 
of thoſe times are very imperfeXt, ſo that we cannot 
lay, when they appzared , or by whom obſerved, 
The number ot Comets ſeen theſe laſt 1680, years, Is 
Jadged to be about 153. , Some (pak of a farr greater, 
number, but others queſtion whether there have beet 
{s many, inaſguck as diverſe appearances of the ſams 

4 RR Eqpe? 
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Comet have been fet down by Hiſtorians as if they had 
becn ſo many diſtin& Comets, Such Stars ( for ſo ra- 
ther than Meteors have the Obſervations of later times 
evinced them to be ) have ever been accounted Omz- 
nous Preſages of great mutations and miſeryes coming 
upon the world. So did the wiſe men among{t the 
Gentiles of old ( 4) their Orators, Poets, Philoſophers 


(a) Ab ultima antiquitatis memoria notatum eſs Cometas 
ſemper calamitatum pranuncios fuiſſe, Cicer. de nat , Deor. 
£39. 2. 

————— diri toties arſere Comett, ViIrg, 
Et terrys nunquam fbeitaclum impune Comet, 
Claudian, 
Quando noe Comete, 


Sangiunet Ingubre rubent. — 


everefteem of them. And the obſervation hath been 
ſadly verifed, by the experience of latter Ages ; con- 
ſonant to the holy Scriptures of Trath, where (both in 
the Old Teſtament and in the New) Prodigious Sights 
and S1gns in the heavens are mentioned as the preſages 
of great Calamityes, Some objcCt that after the blaz- 
ing Star, Anno, 1097, Avery fertile proſperous year 
followed, but they forget that the next year a direfu] 
Plagueraged in the World, Others object that Wick= 
liffs and Luthers Reformations, had Comets to procede 
them, But (to ſay rothing of the Warrs and fatal 
changes which in thoſe dayes hapned in diverſe parts of 
the World ) twoor three exceptions do not invalidate 
the truth ofa general Aﬀertion. If ſuch f1gns are com- 
monly Preſages of ſore Calamityes , that's enough to 
awaken men out of their Lethargyes, though now and 
then, once inan hundred times it ſhould happen to be 
otherwayes, which yer remains to be demonſtrated, 
As for their notion who think that Comets are ſigns =_ 
| 7 
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To the Reader: 


? the light of the Goſpel ſhall be further diſperſed in the 
* world, or that they portend mercy tothe Church, and 


Judgement to others only ; it is to be wiſhed that 
there were a ſolid foundation for ſuch a conceipt : But 
alas ! Diviſions amongſt the Lord's profeſling People 
themſelves, and great Perſecutions have oftentimes 


been the fatal conſequents of ſuch portentous ſigns. 


And if publick calamities come upon the world, it is 
not to be expeged but that the Lord's People , - whilſt 


; theyaremixed amongſt others ( and too much partak= 


OO TS"; 


IF PEA IO: 2. 


ing with them in their fins) living in an evil world, will 
have their ſhare therein. It hath ever been ſo, and 
is ever like to be ſo, until the /:gn of the Son of Man ap- 
ear. | 
: As for the Blazine Star, which hath occaſioned this 
preſent Diſcourſe, it was a terrible fight indeed, eſpe- 
cially abour the middle of December laſt, the ſtream of 
ſuch a ſtupendous magnitude, as that few men now 
living ever beheld the like, That in the year, 1618. 
was looked upon as very prodigious (b) yet the ra- 
diant Locks of it were not at firſt 

(b) Z7iforyof great though at laſt extended above 45; 
Brittain, Pag, 128. degrees in length, whenas this 
Clark's Example, was about 60, degrees, Yet I 
Vol, 2. Þ. 256, cannot ſay there never was any ſo 
diſmal ſince the world began, for 

I have read of diverſe no leſs fear- 

(Cc) Nat, Queſt, full. Seneca (c) ſpeaketh of a 
Lib. 7, C. 15,16, Comet whoſe magnitude was equal 
with that of the Sun : And of ano- 

ther that prodigiouſly diffuſed it ſelfoyer the Fiz ledes ; 
and of another very formidable, after which Zelice 
and Buris, Citves in Achais perifhed by a fearful Inun- 
dation, That which appeared Anno Chriſti, 1452- 
(4) was above 5o. degrees in 

(d) Tefe Nau- length, Writers ſpeak of ſome 
Clero, : Blazirg 


To the Reader. 


Blazing Star that hath been attended with a much lon- 
ger ſtream ; Yea, of one that was go, and another that 
was 120, degrees. Nevertheleſs, one ſo fearful to 
behold as this, hath rarely. been known : Ard with- 
eut controverſie ſome grcat thing is portended there- 
ty. Ifſeelittle reaſon toconcliude, thatitis an Omen 
&f happy dayes to the world untill God hath made way 
{or meicy by great ſudgements, Eſpecially conſ:der- 
ing, that we are fallen into the eregs of time, wherein 
the dayes mult and thallbe perilous. It was long fince 
| (e) conjectured, that in the Ages 
(e) Keckerm. Wore immediatly preceding the 
Phyſ. ubi de Cometis, day of Judgement, Comets and 0- 
p. miki 1697. ther fearful Sights ſhould be more 
Magins deexiſti- frequent than formerly, as intima= 
ene Mundi. 1, 3. tions of the great and amazing 
BY | Revolutions in thoſe Ages to be 


accompliſhed. It will not belong ' 


before the ſecond Wo Trumpet FHath dere its work, 
and then the third Wo will come quickly. The Lord 
grant that we may be accounted worthy te flznd before 
the Son of Man at His coming, 
The learned ard judicious Z0/- 
(f) De Origane pizian (f) writes that Anno, 
templorum. Pe 59+ 729, There was a GCemet ſeen firit 
in the Faſt, in the Morning, and 
. after inthe Weſt in the Evening ( jult as with our pre- 
ſent Blazing Star ) Qnaſi Orienti ſimul & Occidenti magni 
alicujus maii Praſagi, We have cauſe to fear that this 
Comet ſo appearing doth preſage and portend great 
Calamſthes both to the Eaſt and the Welt, þ.e. to the 
World in General, That ſome notable day of the Lord 
is at hand, when ſuch Signsappear, we may believe ; 
Hence are they called (g) Predigia 
(s) V.Melchicy Fun a Praoftendendo, becauſe they ſhew 
Orat Par, I. P.425- before hand that ſomething Remak= 
| | ' able 
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| able 3r & comirig, Further then this T Would net go 23 
bout to determine ; only we may modeſtly coxjeture as 
* to particular events like to happen, I have ever 
| thought it unwarrantable, for men, not afted by an 
" extraordinary Spirit , tomake particular and poſitive 
* determinations concerning the Judgements (or the 
: Perſons eminently concerned therein ) by ſuch Prodi- 
' Sie menaced, The great Xelay#hbon hath been thought 
- (by ſome great ( þ) Authors) to | 


proceed ſomething too far in ap= (h) Foetins in : 


' plications of this nature. Peucerus Dip. de Sion, 


( Melandbox's Son in Law ) ex- 


; prefleth himſelf more warily, in his Teratoſcopia, dB 
\ Diſcourſe about Divination from fearful Sights, Yet he 


affirms that when ever great changes in the world haye 


|| been near, predigious Sights have been the forerun- 
| ners thereof; and that unuſual Sights are ſeldom or 


never known to have hapned without great and miſe- 


| ſerable changes attending them, Only it is poſſible 
\ for particular Perſons and places through faith in 


Chriſt, and in a way of humble Repentance, to obtain 
a lengthening out of their tranquility, The Gentiles 
of old (i) when they beheld fear- 


| full Sights in Heaven, would preſent- [ Ak xand, ab 


ly betake themſelves to their Prayers Alex. 1. c,c, 27. 
and Piacular Sacrifices ( in imitation C#1:s Rodegt.1,Z. 
of whom idolatrous Papiſts have been c, 27. 
wont in like caſes to go to their Re- 
liques, Amulets, Preceſlions, &©c,) that fo evils 0mz. 
«ated thereby, might (if poſſible) be ayerted. And 
ſhall not Profeſlours of the true Religion, be awaken= 
ed by ſuch awful works of God, to go unte Jeſus Chriſt 
( our only Sacrifice) and to pray earneſtly that impen- 
ding wrath may be removed, and the mercy of Heaven 
obtained ? Shall we not be humbled, as for other Sins, 
ſo for that, ef avt kearkning to His VVord ? The con- 
| tempt 


To the Reager. 
fempt whereof provoketh him to ſpeak by fearful? 
Sights and Signs from Heaven, which ſeems tobe the 
(4) meaning of that Scripture, AZ, 
(k) Strigelim 2,19, The Lord is many wayes cal- 
© Tofſauus ad ling upon men, torepent, andpray, 
Locum. and get into the Ark before the Flood 
come, Indeed we ſhould not be diſ- 
mayed at the Signs of Heaven, nevertheleſs (as that 
Emperor ſaid ) We eught to fear that God who hath made 
thy blazing far. Surely, we haye cauſe to ſpeak , 
' as ſometimes the Pſalmiſt did, My fleſh trembles for 
fear of thee, and 1 am afraid of thy Fudgements. 


Boſton, N-E. 
Feor. I 6, | 
1680, 
(!e 
INCREASE MATHER. 
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| Luk, 21. 11, ———— Pearful 
Sights, and great Sipns 
ſhall there be from Heaven. 


HE Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ha- 
ying told his Diſciples 
that great Calamityes 
were haſtning upon TJe- 
ruſalem, and upon the 

Jewiſh Nation 5 they enquire when thoſe 

things ſhould come to paſs, and what 

Siens ſhould precede and preſage the 

| Judgements 


—_— 


2 Fleaven's Alarm 
Tudgements predifted. This we ſee in 
the 71h. Verſc of this Chapter, They asked 
Him, ſaying, Maſter, but whes ſhall theſe 
zhings be : and what Sign will there be when 
theſe things fhall come to paſi? In Anſwer 
umo which Enquiry, the Lord Chriſt 
doth in this Context mention ſeveral 


. things, ſome of which were to be more 


remste, and others more immediate Signs 


> | of thatmiſerable DeſtruQion, which the 


* 7 acred and unerring lips of Chriſt had 


—_ ”" 


forctold. 1. Falſe Chriſts would ariſe, 
FP. 8. Many ſhall come in my Name, ſaying, 
Tam Chrift, &c, The Jews had rejected 
the true Mefhah , therefore God would 
puniſh them with falſe Chriſts, as an- inti- 
mation thar the dayes of yengeance were 
coming upon the Nation for thar Sin of 
theirs. The Apoſtle Fohn ( Chriſt's be- 
loved Diſciple ) doth imitate his Maſter 
in mentioning the ſame-thing as a Sign 
that the Jewiſh World was near unto its 
end, 1 Joh. 2.18. There are. many” Antis 
chriſts þ h.e. falſe Chriſts, ſuch as came 


Mede's Works, I, 818, 872, in Chriſt's 
Name, 


| To the World. 3 
* Name, 7. e. that pretended unto his Office, 
' Dignity, and Authority z and thereby, 
| (faiththe Apoſtle, ) we know that it is the 

' la time, {c. the Jewiſh State, both Civil 
- and Fccleſiaſtical, was come unto the Jaſt 
hour: ThePeriod of the Jewiſh World 
was at hand. And the Hiſtoryes of thoſe 
| times fpcak of one Thendas, and others, 
| that pretended tro be Chriſts, and that 
| the River J8rdan ſhould give way to them 
| as once it did to Foſhxah ; ſo that a multi- 
| tude of filly Jews were ſeduced; 8: perſwa- 
ded to follow them,unto their own deſtru= 
ion. 2. Another Sign mentioned, is 
| thatof Warres, and Commotions, FY. 9, 
| When you shall hear of Wars and Commoti- 
ons, be not terrified: for theſe things muſt 
firſt come topaſs z, but the end ts not by & by. 
This may be underſtood of thoſe 1nteſtine 
Warres and Commotions, which hapned in 
the Land of Judes. The Calileans took 

vp Arms againſt the Samaritans, At 6 

one time, in a Mutiny _ Joſeph. Anrie: 
there were twemy Thou- 7, 0. C. 4s; 
ſand ſlain. Theſe were 2* Belo Jud, Z, 2. 
| Commotions, which cauſed © "7: 


a great 


= 


A Heaves's Alarns 


reat noiſe and conſternation amongſt 
men ( eſpecially amongſt thoſe of the 
Jewiſh Nation) in thoſe dayes, Hence 
that which is by Zeke expreſſed by Wars 
and Commotions, is by Mark called 7 rou- 
bles ; and by Matthew, Wars and Rumors of 
Wars: And theſe things hapned about 
twenty years before the final deſtruction 
of Feruſalews, and fatal overthrow of the 
Fewiſb Nation ; therefore was it ſaid, 7he 
eud i not by and by, 3. Another Sign is 
that mentioned in the 10th. 7, Nation 
Shall riſe up againſt Nation, and Kingdoms 
* Joſeph, de Bello againſt Kingdom. * . 30 
Judaico, Zib, 2, indeed it came to pals, 
©:I0+ 20, hs when the Jewish Nation 
reſc up againſt the Romane Nations and 
their Neighbouring Nations, Syrians, S4- 
maritans, &c. roſe againſt them. In thoſe 
dayes the Land of J#dca was divided into 
ſeycral Provinces, which did bear the 
names of Xinzdems, and the chick Gover- 
nours ofthem are according to the Hebrew 
Style, called Xings, being the Vice-Roys 
which the Romane Emperours did ſubſti- 
tute tO 


aa e. 


To the World. JJ 


to be over thoſe places.. See 1 Xing. 22. 
47. Hence we read of King Herod, King 
Agr pa, &c. 4 Now 4 Grotius, & Lu- 
the people of theſe Pro- cas Brugentis is 
vinccs were ſet one againſt Matth, 24. 7. 


another therefore it.is ſaid, Kingdoms 5hal 
riſe up againſt Kingdom. All theſe trou- 
bles were forcrunners and Intimations of 
the fatal Calamity a coming, and did help 
to make way thereunto. 4. There were 
to be great Farth-(Nuakes in divers PlAcese 
In the beginning of this Verſe, Such 
things are uſually ſigns of Divine. Anger, 
and fo portentous of great Changes and 
Calamityes : the Intimations of State- 
Quaakes, yea of Nation- Quakes. Hiſtori- 
ans {peak of very tremendoſe Earthquakes 
which hapned in diverſe places f whereby 


f Sex 61rciter annos, ante Urbis excidium, tes An 
ſix clariſſimas urbes, Terre-metu everſus eſſe, reff1- 
zur Orefius, L, 7, Tacitus ſcribit, ſn5 Tiberio 
Nerone, duodecin civitates in Alta Terra-monu col- 
latſas efle : Ac denus in quints ejus regni anno, tres. 
decin urbes Terre-motu cecidifſe, = 

Vide Bertram. i» Matth, 24. 7> 


(cycral 
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ſeycral famous Cities periſhed, not long | 


before Jeruſalem was deſtroyed. 5. Fa- 
wines. Probably that Prediction dorh 


reſpe& the ſame Famine which 4gabus | 


ee Se OO? 
S- ww We L IS 


prophefied of, 4. 11.28. Under which |} 
the Land of Fudes ſuffered deeply. | 


Whence it was that the Apoſtle Paxl was | 


very ſollicitous to obtain ſome Relief for 
the Chriſtian Fews then at Jeruſalem, 6. 


Pefiilences, 'Thele two Judgements, ( L1- | 
292705 kat Loimoi, as 1n the Greek it is ele- | 
gantly exprefled ) of Famine, 4d Pefti- | 


fepce, do often go togerher, the latter fol- 


lowing at the heels of the former, and be- | 


ing occaſioned thereby. 7. Fearful Sights 
and great Sigus bw Heaven : which arc 
the words now before us to conſider of. 
Fearful Sights ] Gr. Phobetra [ Terri- 
eulamenta : 7 Such Sights as ſtrike a terror 
into the hearts of men thar are the Specta- 
tors of them. Signs from Heaven } viz. 
Prodigious Signs, Theſe things are 
mentioned as the more immediate Preſa- 
ges of thoſe Miſeryes that were coming 
upon Feryſalew, with the whole Jewish 
— _fY x - Wo 


—— =} wy ——— ws 


Do. That Prodigious awful Sights and 
Signs in Heaven, are oftentimes, the 
Preſages of great Calamity coming 
upon the World. 

For the farther clearing of this Do@rine, 

three things may be enquired into. ts 

What Sights and Signs are the Preſages 

of Calamity? 2. How it doth appear 

that they are ſo? 3. What Calamityes 

ſuch Signs do commonly preſage? * 

Q. 1. What Sights and Signs is Heaves 
are Preſazes of Calamity ? 

Anſ. 1. There are Signs in the farry 
Heaven. The great God, when he made 
the World, placed the Stars in Heaven, ro 
be for Signs as to Eyents that in the ordi- 
nary Courſe of Nature ſhould ceme to 
paſs. Gem. I. I4. God ſaid, Les there be 
lights inthe Firmamnent of heawen, ans itt 
them be for Signs. They are for Signs of 
Heat and Cold, wet and dry Seaſons, and 
the like. Hence the Lord ſpake to Fob, 
as in Ch. 38. 31. Canſt thow bind the ſweet 
Tufluences of Pleiades, or looſs the bands of 


Oriog ? The Pleades ajgihe fame with 
es c 
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8 Heaven's Alarm 


theſe which men call the Sever Starres, 


When the Sun is in that Conſtellation 


with the Plezades, ir hath great power and | 


Influence upon the Earth, Ir is Spring- 


time then. As for 07107 f it is a Winter- | 
f See Mr, Conſtellation, cauſing Cold, | 
Caryl os Job, whereby the pores of the earth | 


35. 33 arebound. It binds the Earth 
from bearing Fruit, and as it were binds 


the hands of Men from labour in their | 


particular Callings, When that Con- 
Rellation appears in the Evening ( as it 
doth in the ninth Moneth ) *tis a ſign 
that the Earth ſhall be bound, as hath bin 


expreſſed. Yea, and it is a ſign that 


Storms and tempeſtuous ſeaſons are to be 


. expected. Therefore was it by the Poet 


's 


called Nimboſuws Orion. And hence the 


Stars are called by the name of the $7gns 
#f heaven, Jer, 10. 2. Learn not the way of 


the heathen, and be not diſmayed at the Signs 


of heaven. Which words may well be un- 


derſtood concerning the Stars and Con- 
ficllations in rhe heavens. g For the Hea- 


EY Sp" 


AM 
. 


* weed wn# a 


themiz which. beatheniſh Idolat 


| RG lm £ Warves' of 
thedeftruction, of, 7 er uſa les, Jews, I 9.c12 
there was a Blazing Starre in... 27 : 
B. - form : 


L 


to Heaven + Mirm 
Form of 4 Swotd, which ſeemed to ini- 


Fi over the Ciry, for'a Year together : 
his now was a fearfil Sight, and a goues 

ie» from Heaven, © 

" There are fearful Sights and: Signs 
ws Sing, in the Air, ſometimes in; the 

er heaven, which we tnove & breathe 
in. Prodigious Meteor are ſomictiinies 
ſceai there.” [And ſtrange' Appearances, 
which are ettherſten,; or heard ſpcaking. 
Of theſe” fearfal fights d figns, is the 
f'bxt tkewite 16 be injerpts d, Joſephus 
retates, Marko the' Rep ct Airs yes 
Aroyed Jerufdtty,” hehe were Tebhinehe 
Air, fro'© {#idfs, ah ——_ in bat- 
Mary); - Yd *Fn Che HAR HE ti oo: 
T:ighit 4 þ 3224 for thee - hg an 
Kour together, with us brighteſt as 
if ir ha beey hoon diy; arid a Voice wis 
heard ſaying, Let #s bt ghie from hence. - 


Qu.'2; Fug doth it appear thit foch | 


Fearful Sig; s are Projages of C alamityes 
coming wpon the [Porta 2? | © 


Anſ. 24 The Seriprure is clear far this. 


Tho Text betote us doth cxprefly 'de- 
| clare no 


; q F kh >. bY \ 
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no leſs. | And the Prophet Joel foretelling 


| the ſame-"Calamityes. which this Text 

| hath reference unto, ſaith alſo, that pro» 
| digious Siges in heaven ſhould preſage 
| and ported them. Foel, 2+ 30, 31. [wil 
| sbew Wonders in the heaven. Truly, Bla- 


zing; Stars\ are Wonders in the heayen- 
Andintht Earth, blood, and fire, and pil- 
lars of fake before the great andthe terri- 
ble Day of the. Lord come. | When, Jeruſa- 
lem: was deſtroyed, and the Fewish'ſtate 
diſſalued,"\ that: was a great and notable 
Day; of the Lord, a 'Type of the -great 


Day of Judgement. Wonders, even pro- 


digious and amazing Signs ſhould-precede 
its: A-very learned z and judicious:Inter- 
preter | condceiveth that the |, _-. 
Hebrews of old-did uſeto call Log 4s 
Comets, dt Blazing Stars by-- phe 2 ld 
that name of 4 Pillar of | Smoke, becauſe 
ſometimes: they appear like Pillars. of 
fmoke;andithar therefore when itis faid; 
there ſhall be;Pilſars.of ſmoke before the 


{ tefrible Day ,of che Lord, the true mea- 
. | hing andintendmentof.thaſe -Exprefſians 


HE! B 2 is, that 
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thar Comets ſhould'iprecede and preſage 
the miſeryes coming upon the Fewish Na- 
tion. Yea, the Scripture informs us, that” | 
Fearful Sights and Signs in heaven, (hall | 
precede”the Great'and General Day of. | 
Jadgement, as Prefages thereof. Luk. 
21.25. There shall be Signs inthe Farres : + 
meaning thar ſuch things ſhould be'obfer- 
ved among rhe Stars in heaven; as' would 
br a'Sign thar Chriſt's coming'to Judge 
the World, did approach. ' Wheretore. 
in Verſe 28, ic is aid, When theſe things: 
com to paſs, then look up, and lift up your 
heats," for' your "Redemption drawith nighs. 
The Duy of Fudzement, is a 'Day' of Re-: 
demprion, and is lo'called in orher Scrips: 
; tures, Epheſ.:4.30; | Then thallthe Bo-; 
d.es. of the. Saints be redeemed from the 
power of the Graves and both Bodies and 
Souls, redeemed from all Eyils of fin and: 
of ſuffering. Rom. 8.23. I Cor. 1.30. 
_ Arthe Refurrection,-inthe laſt Day, will 
the great Redemprion be to the Saints of 
God, and the greatcft Miſeryes to the 
Wicked that ever were thought of, And 
| ſigns 
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Signs.in heaven ſhall precede them. And 
hence it is,' that Fearful Sights are called 
St2ns in the Scriptnres it is partly on this 
account, in tha: they.are S7z9# thar the 
Lord is coming forth 'out of his holy ha- 
biration, to puniſh the World for their 
Iniquityes- 

2, The Experierice of many Ages doth 
bear wineſs tro the truth of this Do- 
Arine. Ifthe Scripture were filent about 


this matter, the Experience both of for- 


mer and later Ages doth ſufficiently and 
ſadly confirm the Truth in hand. Hence 


an & heathen Writer could ſay, If God be 


about to punish a City or a Nation, He is wont 
fir#t to give warning of it by Prodigyes, by 
Stgns from heaven. And commonly its 
ſo, that when ſtupendous Signs go before, 
ſtupendous Judgements follow after. 
Soine / have written large Volumes can- 


& Cum Deus puniturus ſit gentem vel urbem, Prodigijs 
2d prius ſolet ſignificare, Herod, 1,6. Tege Melchioris 
Juni) 0rat, Par, 1. f.425, (1) Conradus Lycoſthenes 
Librum edidit in quo omnia colegit Prodigia, que ab exor- 


dio mundj oftenſs ſum, Tanch, de natura Dei, p. 414. 


B 3 cetning 
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cerning the Fearful Sights, which haye at 
ſeveral times and places been obſerved in 

' the World ;z andthe Judgements and Mi- 
ſcryes which have followed. A 
3- Many times ſuch fearful Sights ate | 
tokens of God's Anger 5 which is another 
. Reaſon why they are called Signs, as be- 
Ing Signs of the Anger of God : Signs 
that flaming Vengeance is kindled, and 
burning in Heayen againſt a finful World. 
Now when God is angry, then Publick 
Judgements come, as Teſtimonyes of Di- | 
vine Diſpleaſure. Perſonal AMiQtions 
are not alwayes Evidences of God's. An- 
ger, as we ſee in Fob : bur Pablick Judge- 
ments are eyer wont to be ſo. "Tis 
thought thar-che ninetierh Pſalm was pen- 
ned by Moſes on occaſion: of a publick 
Judgement, the Plague which broke in 
upon the' Children of 7faet, and ſwept 
away many Thouſands of them: And 
ſaith he, We are conſumed by thy Anger, & 
by thy Wrath are we troubled, V. z. So 
thar if Publick Fudgements come, God is 
angry, and his Wrath kindled ; He _ 
| bi 
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by them-teſtity, and power.down his righr 
wk Dilpleahe Fom Heaven. .. \Inaſ- 
much then. as tearfpl Sightsare Tokens of 
God's Angex,,.they.are Prelages of great 
and publick Calamitics. . As the Rainbow 
(though a natural Sign) is a token of Di: 
yine Favonr z; {o. are prodigious Sights 
Tokens of Diyine Anger. ) 
... 4+ Theſe fearful Sights are many times 
Preſages of thoſe things which make way 
for great Changes and Calamityes.to | 


' come upon the World. They are often- 


times ( Blazing Stars ® in a more ſpeci- 
al manner are ſo) the Preſages of the death 
of great z yea, and of worthy Men. Is 
not the fatal downfal of Auguſtulms (the 
laſt Reman Emperour) in the Scripture 


emblcmarically ſer forth , by thar of a 
_ Blazing Star falling to the ground}? 


" m Damaſcen, 1, 2, c.6. Tfidor, 1, 3. Erymol, 


crinemq; timendi 


Sydergs, © terris mutaniem regna Cometam. LUCan,. 
Anno 1471, ardet Cometa : Hoc anno multi Princifes 
moriuntur, Anno 1477. multt Principes objerunt, Alſted. 


BA » Rev, 


x6 Flebpalfv "elm 
Revi Sits. aid kt 7] a} friins bbc 
vj, bottfing iitwore a amp, Te 1"eOn-' 
ceived; that the'Fuine'of  Awowſtiliu "de 
throned by Ofbacey the Mirultan, wisfig- | 
nified&by thofe words; ind thit he's te- 
ſcmbled-ro that forr'of Comers, 'iwhich'is | 
called Lawpadier.” And when there's a 
Star burning and-blazingin heaven, com- 
monly- tt proves fatal to ſome: 4ugnſtulus 
whence great Changes & miſeryes enſue. 
Yeaz:the Death cf worthy ( as'wall as. 
great )- Perfonages, is ſometimes porten- . 
ded by ſuch Signs. A little before great 
Conſt antine's death, a blazing Srar appea- 
red, and- infinite miſeryes followed..' In 
the Year © 1556, a Comer ( then vyul- 
» Allted, Chrono), Barly called 2 fiery Bee- 
C. 49- ubi de Come- ſom ) was ſeerr;- and ſoon 
porn Fee Spotwood's after, many learned, uſe- 
ene 2. 9+ ful, wonhy M:n dyed; 
whoſe dearh was an enſpeakable loſs and 
'miſery-to the places where they had lived. 
: + Queſt. .3. What Calamityes 4o ;{uch 


fearful S ichtsand S12ns in heaven Pre ſag e? 
{\::: Anſ. We muſt not be particular: and 
SIRES ORE: poſitive 


* _— {= 2, 


__» To theWorld. 
poſitive in Interpretations of things-.of- 
this nature. When a fearful Sight ap» 
pears.in heaven, which the whole World. 
cnnot but take notice of, now to make a: 
particular and abſolute determination ig 
tbar ſuch a Place, or ſuch a ., ,- ye. 
Perſon, ſuch a- Judgement, Dip. de Signis, 
is certainly intended there- ** 919» 939+ 1? 
by, is roo much boldneſs. - In general, 
we may ſafely ſay, that theres juſt cauſe! 


to Expet that great Calamityes are at 


hand :. bur whac. Perſons or Places ſhalt 
more eminently fall under thoſe Judge- 
ments, is not for us to determine $ but we 
muſt leaye that with God, who beſt knows 
whart himſelf intends to do. | 7 

This being 'premiſed, we proceed in 
Anſwering the Enquiry before us. / t 
.. I. Sometimes ſuch Signs are Preſages 
of \great Perſecutions coming upon the 
Church of God. The Lord in mercy to 
his People, giveth them ſuch Warnings, 
that ſo they may prepare for whar's a 
coming, or make haſte ro enrer into the 
Chambers of (:fety, as it were for a little 
moment, 
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= reby the Woman, the Church, 
flcdinrothe Wilderneſs, was in eminent. 
danger of being (wallowed up and deyou-: 
red, Rev. I2.15, pets ; . 

-- 2. Sometimes ſuch Signs in heaven. 
are. Preſages of miſerable Dearths and 
Scarcity, That Blazing Star impending 
over Jerzſalew,, which the Text bath refe- 
rence unto, was attended with a terrible 
Famine, whereby multitudes periſhed q , 
And therefore ſuch Signs are frequently 
portentous of thoſe Judgements, which 


q Inthe Tears after Cbrift, $76, 948. 964. there were 
Blazing Stars ſeen, preſaging Famines © ather Fudgements, 
In Annis 674, 675, 676, Comets appeared, and ſore 
Droughts followed : In ſome Countryes it rained not for 
3 Tears together. The like Miſeryes followed the Comet 
Anno 1477. InAnnis 594. 1527, 1542, Comets were 
ſeen, avd Armies of Locufts followed, devouring the Fruits 
of the Earth, | 
1 caule 


 Toche World. wn. I 
cauſe Want and, fcarcity.z. e. 'gr- of ſore 
Droughts and Gi $, and the multi- 
plicatign, of noxiqus. Creatures that de- 
roy the Fruits of, the Earth, All which 
particulars I could confirm unto- you by 
approved Hiſtory,,which declareth how 
they bave all been preſaged by Blazing 
Stars in heayen. | TI - 

3.. Lamentable Deaths and Deſtrudi- 
ons amongſt Men, have been oftentimes 
preſaged by ſuch Sights in heayen. $ud- 
den and. amazing Ruines, by r Earth» 
quakes, by [nundations, by Fire, and the *? 
like awful Viſtrations, have been thereby - 
porteaded. Eſpecially deſtruRtions by 
mortal-and contagious Diſeaſes. That 
ſtrange Diſcaſe, known by the name of 


r Ia theTears 66, 78. 79, and 668. Comets appeared, 
after which terrible Earthquakes bapned in many Places, 
Annis 377, 912, 1530. there were blazing lars appea- 
ring ; and Inundations followed in diverſe places. Quickly 
after the-Comet 'Anno-882- +be famous Cty of Triers was 
burn e0'the ground. Alted, ubi ſupra. Memorabile 
fuit Portemum Terra-meius Anno 1618. quando ruma 
monty, qua torm Oppidum plarium, © Yicus Schilanus 


cus: 900 Hommibus oppreſſa. 


S uder 
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Swat vglicanntr; which in a peculiar 
man\er. purſued thofvof the Englrſh Nati- 
on,evep when'in ſtrange! Hd, whence 
they were dreadedin altplaces where they 
came, itherewas-aBlazing Star that did 
-precedeiit-Efpecially'that which is, of 
all Difeaſes mt(ſcrable.Mortals arc ſubje& 
_ unto, the moſt cerrible; I mean the Plague 
of Peſtilence, 5 it is frequently thus preſa- 
ged. . Such Sights arc- Heaven's Alarm 
toafinful World, togive notice that God 
hath bent his Bow, and made his Arrows 
ready, -and thar if Sinners turn not, the 
Arrows of Peftilence-and Death ſhall fall 
down upon them ſpeedily. This might 
'be confirmed by a multitude of. Inſtances 
*bur-it needs not. Our own Expcrience is 
e£noug/. - We cannot but rememember 
the BlaJing Star that was ſeen but 16 


5 Aund 4s . Comets quiem nigram appellabant, app c- 
- Tait; ſecxt2 e Pefis dinturnior, Anno 14.72. \Duo Co- 
« mere = Peſtis adeo Javijt, ut Cognant proximi deſererent ſuos, 
. dem eodem' Libra, © Anno 1006, Cometa, quem Peftic 
excepit," ut vivi cun mortuie _ {pans . mult Qppidg 


wal we: 


Years 
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Years agoe, andaterrible 2/aywe'lfollows 
ed; (o thar in our ewnNation;: as > 
an hundred thouſand: were ſwept away. 
one City, and in-one Year. Anditigre- 
ported, that immediately after'tliar grear 
Blazing Starre, which appeared>above 
threeſcore years ago, God ſent the Plagins 
# amongſt the Natives in-«his' Py 
which (wept them: away in 3's 
ſuch multirudes, as: thar the ge'r" ER 
living wcre not-enough to: ; ry» 6aper 
bury the dead. »Sordidthe 785: 1141 
Lord. caſt our the Heathen before his his 
People, that the eyay; mighr-thereby"be 
preparcd- unto our more peaccable-ſcetle- 
menrhere, The Lord in mercytgrant; 
. that we may never, by: becomi ys - 
rothe/Heathen'tn Profanencls: andirrelis 
gion, -provoke Him to dounmous; as He 
hath done unto them. * 

4- * Such fearful Sights and/Signs in 
heaven, .are uſual Preſages'of War: amon 
the Nations, and ſq of thoſe Devaſtation: 
and Delolations which the Sword leaverh 
behind ic. Prodigycs on the Earth doe 

ſomerimes 


| 22 Fleaven ni alarm | 


ſametimes betoken-War and Bloadthed, 
2 K1ng..3+ 234, And Signs indeaves 40 
no leſs, Thus in-my. Texts, the: \Ramanc 
Sword, which made the: Femiſh Nation 


delolate ( according to Daniel's Prophely | - 


Ch. 9. 27, ) was partended by: a3 tearful 
Blazing Star in heaven; s 

And when-Alariews: the Goth rage wh 4 
terrible Irraption: upon:the Romene Eme- 
pite; like a ſtorm of, Hail,” and Fire, and 
Blood,:Rews 8.7. Blazing Stars in-heaven 
preceded thoſe Calamizyes..;. When;At- 
is, ho they ſay, called: bina(elf:Z logel- 
lum Deis/\Goid's Whip, to 1courge the 
Wetdld_for , their: Wickednefs, when, he 
was armedso be-rhe-Exccurioner ofitlivine 


Venggdnge:-upon/the Earth, / doſtroying - 


Ciyes, andlayingiNatians:waſttlhefore 
him,.. Blazing Stars; wee forn;pr 

and portending thoſe: dniſerablact ive. 
an like manner; wheriuthe:S arecers 6 the 
Sl WW Q+ m1 the area the 
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| - precede thoſe: woful Dayes. - + - 


ſecond VVorTrumper, -prophefied of in 
the Revelation): were let: Jooſe upon the 
Apoſtate Chriſtian VVorld, Blazing 
Starres, and Ftarful Sights in heaven ex:did 


there not ſame alive; and; here before t 
[Lord this day; thatcanremember the ble 
2ing Star which appeertd in the 966; and 
in the 10th. Moneths, in the Vear 1618, 
| and the next Year began that rp Le 
VVar in Germuny, which proyed {of 
td the Proteſtant Intereſt there. © -—--'.; 

: Thus have we ſeen whar Judgement 
and Calamityes, Fearful Sights i heats 
are common!y. the: Preſages'of.' - Ag far 
that $1G N.in_beaven, gow. apprarigdg, 
(6 which hachbccafioned me 40-(prale. 'this 
{Word atithis itime ) what: Qalaminyes' 
-may-be pontended thereby, which ofthe 
:Judgementsmeationcd,.or whetherall of 
them be nor thereby preſkgeds 1 ſhalknot 
-fay's;but leave ir unto: (God.and/Time:to 
.difcoyer..: \>-Only in (general,, werhaye 
\cauſe to fear, that ſweeping. Judgemams 
are thereby ſignified; that the Lard- is 
; | coming 
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coming down-from Heaven vvith a long 
Beceſom of Deſtruction, which. ſhall op 
away a world of Sinners beforc it. 

\  Tconclude with a word of Application 
Nor would 1 ſpcak any'thing, bur: the 
words of Truth and ſoberneſs, as beco- 
weth a Meſſenger of Chriſt'to _ when 
7 ſpeaking in His Name. '' - 


-US E. Let us bones be. es to ap- 
prev onr ſelves as thoſe that are under the 
ſolemn, awful Warnings of God, ought to ds. 
' Theed not lay-('for every one knows it ) 
that theres a Feorful Sight and Sign ap- 
pearing inthe heavens: Sch a formida- 

ble Blazing? Har,"as thar' the like hath 
| Acldom been: obſerved. - (Tr: concerns bs 

hen, 16 hearkenito the voice of the Lord 
*Fherein;z who by*ſuch cremendous Sights 
is ſpeaking” awfully tothe: children.of 
wo - Hear'then Zeaven's Alum this 
'You will ſay, 'Burwhar ſhould we 
_ do ? Wha dorh rhe Lord expett from 
"44; when theys are ſuch dreadful Preſapes of 
*E vils coming #por-the World? 
-. Anſo - 
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To the World, _ . 25 
Anſw. 1. Tt now concerns us to be awa- 


kened out of all Security, That's one of 
God's ends ( his declared end ) in-cau- 
ſing ſuch Fearful Sights to be taken notice 
of, that ſo he might awaken a ſecure flec- 
ping World. And indeed the Lord ma-« 


nifeſts his Goodneſs and Compaſſion to- 


wards ſinfu] Creatures therein, It was a 
pious Speech of that w Emperour, who 
beeing ſomewhat TT 


eerrified at the Gght 


of a Blazing: Farre, 


ſaid to thoſe about 
him, Let #5 admire 
the C lemency of that 


w Ejus Clementiam lau- 
dare tenemur, qui noſtram 
tnertlams, talibus moneve dig 
natur indictjs,.. Carolns 
Magnus vel ut alijoelum, 
Ludovicus I, Caroli Mags 


| | ni f/tus. \ 
God, who before fe _.. _ : 
ſmites ws, cauſeth ſuch Signs in heaven, that 
fo He might awaken us out of our Security. 
O. let us beware of crying. Peace, Peace, 
when the Day of Deſtruction is at-hand-. 
O take heed of sleeping, and dreaming - 
of nothing but worldly Proſperity, at ſuch 
a Time as this.. When the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt had cold his Diſciples, that” cala- 


mitous Tims were 4 coming, and menti- 


C oned 
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oned the Signs and Preſages thereof, He 
bids them Watch therefore, Luk. 21, 
36. Let us not then pleaſe our felves, 
with imagining thar ſuch Fearful Sights 
are Signs of Mercy only, and not of Judze- 
ment. The contrary unto which Opini- 
on, hath bzen confirmed by more than 
. two hundred Inſtances x . Men are cx- 
| | cceding apt to in- 
g — — : _—_— terpret {\uch things 
Univer/ali zongients & na way of fayour 
bominum conſenſu, prejudica= tO themſelves, 


Tum e5} Comeigs magnus Mu - . 
hs ras Veer. when nothing lcſs 


Diſp. de ſignis ps 929. is intended there- 
3A about by, So when 
theſe Fearful Sights and Signs in heaven, 
which my Text ſpeaketh of, were ſeen ar 
Jeruſalem, the Fews did interpret them as 


ood Omens to themſelvess and as omi- | 


'nous of Deſtruction to their Enemies. 


The Prodigies in Germany * were looked ' 


0 upon by the Proteſtants as 

* yid. Clark's Signs of Deliverance umo 
rg 26%, 45 trhew, and of Deſtcuftion 
to their Enemics. Bur ig 
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| there was a long hairy Comet 


To the World. 27 
the Event was quite otherwiſe, And let 
us not make our ſelyes ſecure, by ſaying 
or thinking, that the Lord by ſuch ſearful 
Si2hts ſpeaks to others onely, and not unto 
us, As Yeſpaſianthe Emperour, when z 
ſeen. he did but deride at it, 2 Teftinis 
and make a Joke of it, ſay- JETT 
ing, That it concerned the Parthians that 
wore long hair, and not hin, who was 
bald : buc within a Year, Yeſpaſias him- 
ſelf ( and not the Parthian ) dyed. Such 
fearful Sights are uſually Signs, that thoſe 
Tudgements, whicti ate ( as 7ertulliar 
ſ wo, ) Tonſurk humani generis, God's 
ſharp Razors on Mankind, whereby He 
doth poll, iis Sythe, whereby He doth 


| ſhear down inultirudes of finful Creatures, 


doe draw near : In which reſpeR, there is 


| no doubt to be made of ir, but that God 


by this Blazing-#ar, is ſpeaking to other 
Placesz and not ro New England onely, 
And it may be, He is declaring to that ge- 
ncration of hairy Scalps, who go on ttill. 
in their Trcſpaſſes, that the day of their 
| C 3 Calamity 


28 _ 
ity isat hand, and thatthe things which 
-ſh:l come uponthem make haſte. Aftrange 
' $Sizht doth betoken ſtrange Puniſhment 
"coming upon thoſe that have been prod 


gious workers of Iniquity. Yet letnor us} 


niſe to our ſelves nothing, but Proſpe- 
rity. in the dolefu} & the bitter. Day, when 
there ſhall be Lamentation generally. I 
am -perſwaded, that the floods of great 
water are coming. 4 am perſwaded that 


God is about ro open the windows. of | 


heaven, and to pour down the Cataracts || 


of his Wrath; cre this Generation ( where- 
in Atheiſm and Profaneneſi are come to 
fach'a prodigious height ). I fay, cre this 
Generation'1s-paſſed away. But what 
reaſon haye we ro think thatmo drops of 
the fatal-Storm ſhall come near to us? If 
we 'fo conclude, we may provoke the 
- Lord to fay,'7he Sinners of my People ſhall 
dhe by the Sword, who jay, The Evil ſhall 
not overtake us ner prevent us. To be 
awakened out of Security, and trembling- 
ly .to wait for the good Pleaſure of God, 
whateyer it may be,” is the moſt likely 

Sixth way 


way to find Reſt in the day of Troublc. 
So did the Prophet find it, ZZab. 3. 16s. 
t | When T heard, my belly trembled, my lips. 
| | quivered, 7 trembled in my ſelf, that 1 might , 
SH reſt in the Day of Trouble, When the | 
-| thundring voice of ſudgement-was heard, 

nf his hearcir. mbled ar it; ſo did he find Reſt | 
If in the Day ot Trouble. 15. 


th 2. 7his ſheuld put us upon preparing for 
{| another: Day of Trouble. And this ſhould 
s | we do.the rather, fince the Changes por-. 
-| tended by this Comet, are like ro come _ 
0| ſpeedily as well as certainly. Foſaph (aid 
is] to Pharaoh, For that the Dream i doubled, 
it | it 5s becauſe the thing is eſtabliſhed by God, 
tf | & God will ſhortly bring it to paſS.Gen. 41.33 | 
ff} Doth'not the doubled Appearance of this: 
ef Fearful* Sighr in the heavens' ſpeak as. 
4} much? - Ler us then prepare for 'Trou-_ 
[| ble. - We ſhovld not onely expett it ; but 
| fo expeR it, as to prepare for it. Cer- 
7-1 tainly we have reaſon ſo todo. If there, 
J,] had been no Blazing- ſtar, yet upon other 
y| accounts, we have cauſe to expe and 

| C3 prepare 
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prepare ſor anether Day of Trouble, which 
ſeems to be haſtning upon thee O NE W- 
ENGLAND, and upon thee, O ZB0- 
STON! The Sins which are amongft 


us, are ſurer and blacker Signs of Judge-_ 


ment, than any S7gns in heaven, that we 
may think of. I ſay the Sins, the Pride, 
the Profaneneſs, the Worldlineſs, the gene- 


ral Sewrity and Zxiquity that prevailcth_ 


2monegſt us. * Eſpecially confidering how 
little good All former Judgements and 


Diſpenſarions haye done upon vs. What 


Fiery Deſolations hath the Lord made a- 
mongſt us? The Lord hath been roaring 


out of $7on. Such roaring Judgements , 
have been amongſt us, as that the Report. 
of them hath been heard afar off. Sword, 


Death, and Fire. - But ( alaſs! O Lord 
God) may itnot be ſaid concerning the 


generality of men, They return not to 
Him that hath been (miring of them ? 
They are' the ſame fince the War, fince 
the Smwaf-Pox, fince the Fires, that they 
were bctore.” Ah! what will comenext? | 
We haye cauſe toexpeR, and. it yvill be , 
our * 
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our vviſdom to prepare for another Day of 

Trouble (even times greater than the re > 

mer. TItgrieveth meto ſpeak thus, butT 

cannot forbear. T feel that the Word of 

the Lord is like a fire in a mans bones, 

and it will break out. The Lord God 

hath ſpoken, who can but propheſy? And- 

now know for certain, that if deſtroying -  _ 

Judgements and Death overtake any in 

their Sins, and ſweep them avvay to Hell, 

their blood ſhall be upon their own heads. | 

For the Lord hath fired his Beacon in the _ -- 

heavens, among the Stars of God theres © 
the Fearful Sight is not yet out of [ight, - 

'| The Warning-picce in heaven is going. 

j off, now then if the Lord diſcharge his, . 
Mardering-pieces from on high, and men : 
be found in their Sins, unfir for Death, 
their blood ſhall be upon them. They 

j had Warning given them that the Sword. . 
was a coming: Lo, the Lord himſelf gave 
them the warning ; but. they. would not 

| take vvarning, their blood (hall be upon. 
them, Moreover, if Troubles (hould 

j] nor come, yet it vvill be vviſdom to pre- 

' 4; Bp C 4 pare” 
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pare for them. Ifthe Lord, after Hee 
hath ſent his Angel to ſtand with a drawn 
Sword over Feruſalem, ſhould be entrea- | 
ted to ſpare us, yetit will never do us hurt 
to'prepare for the moſt deadly Arrows of 
AMiction that may light upon us, vvbilſt 
inthis Vale of Tears. 
3. We ſbould ao what in as lyes to divert 
thoſe Judgements, which ſeem to be impen- 
ding, and blazing over our heads, This 
word of Comfort, I may fſafcly ſpeak, 
The Lord's Threatenings are not abſolute ; 
but conditional. So far as we in theſe ends 
of the Earth,” theſe goings down of the 
Sun, are ſpoken unto, by this Sizz7 7 the 
heavens, it is poſſible we may eſcape the 
Evils threatened thereby, if we duely 
hearken to the Voice of God therein, 
Jet. 18. 7,8. At what time I (peak concer- 
ning 4 Nation & concerning a Kingaome, to' | 
pluck up, and to pull down, and te deſtroy it : . 
if that Nation againſt whom 7 have pro- 
noanced, turn from their Evil, 1 will repent 
of the Evil that T thought to dot unto them. 
So that when deſolating Judgements are . 
© OED threatned, 
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threatned, either by the Word, or by the 
awful Works of God, thoſe: denuncia- 
tions of Wrath arc not abſolute, bur condi- 
170nal, If Repentance intervene, the E- 
vils whic1 otherwiſe muſt be looked for; 
may be diverted. See therefore Fer. 36 
" 3,7. It may be the houſe of Tudah will hear 
all the Evil wvich ] purjcſe 10 do xnto them, 
that they may return ev:ry man from his evil 
way, Ay, 4 general Repenrance is that 
which will do, if every man turn from his 
evil way, that 7 may forgive their Iniquity 
and their fin, It may te they will preſent 
their Supplication: {efore the Lord, &c. 
This 1s that which the-Lord would haves 
therefore He ſaith, I'le ſtir up the ſpirir of 
my Miniſters and Ambaſſadors, that they 
ſhall declare and denounce my Judge- 
ments agaiuft a ſinful Generation. 7 may 
be they will hear. And I'le ſpeak by awful 
Signs from heaven, that may be as Hee. 
raulds to proclaim Wrathand Wo to the 
World, 1t may be they will hear, and then 
thall their fins be forgiven. You will 
ſay, But what ſhall we do, that ſo the Fadge- 

ments 
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- ments which are blazing over us, may be di- 
wverted fromus? Anſw. Pray, and cry 
mightily ro Heaven, For this let every 
one that is godly pray unto the Lord: in a 
time wherein He may be found, and be- 
fore the Floods of great waters come nigh 
unto us. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, having 
warned his Diſciples of approaching Ca- 
lamityes, He concludeth vvith an Exhor- 
ration unto Prayer, Luk, 21 36. Pray al- 
wayes, that you may be accounted worthy to 


Y eſcape all theſe things that ſhall come to paſs." 


' Prayer may do much toward the ayerting.. 


_ notbe, 


of wrathtul Judgements and Deſo)ations. 
Whenthe Lord threatned to bring Famin 
and Deſtruction upon his People, Ames 
fellro praying ; and God ſaid, The ſhall 

bis Judgement and threatned de- 
folation ſhall not be. Amos 7, 3, 6. O 
then, let us deprecate impending Judge- 
ments. Do yye ſee the Sword blazing 


| over us? Let ir put us upon crying to 


God, that that Fudgement may be divcr- 
ted; and not return upon us again ſo ſpec- 
dilys.: Do vye ſee the Arrows of Peſti. 

Wwe | lence 
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lence and Death blazing over us? Olr 
Pray that the deſtroying Angel may nof 
be ſent to vvalk in darkneſs, and to vyvaſte 
at noon day. Doth God threaten our 
very Heayens? O pray unto Him, that 
He vvould not take away Stars and ſend 
Comets to (ncceed them, Pray that the 
Lord Jeſus, vvho holds the Stars in His 
right Hand, may continue thoſe in the. 
Firmament of his Churches ( the Heaven 
vyhicn his own Hand hath planted ) who 
are indeed Stars, vvilling to impart the 
Lighr vvhich they have received from 
Chriſt, unto his People : and that wan- 
aring Stars, blazing Stars, ſeducing Spirits 
may never come in their room. {1 am 
not yvihout fear, that this vvill at laſt be 
the Judgement of God upon New England - 
and upon theſe Churches. Pray that it 
may never be- And our Supplications 
ſhould be attended yvith deep Humiliati- 
6n, Leph, 2. 2,z. Gather .yeur ſelves toge- 
ther, h.e. Come before the, Lord in a: 
vvay of publick, ſolemn Humiliarjon, be- - 
fore the decreeg i, 6, the Judgement won 
an 
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Heaven's Alarm 

and threatncd, cring forth, before the fierce 

anger of the Loya come upon you, before the 
day of the Lord's anger come upon 10u: ſeek 
the Lord — Tt may be you ſhall be bia an 
the day of the Lord's *anzer. - Thus then 
ſhould we do in this ay; vvhen there are 
ſuch dark & angry Clouds hanging over 
our heads; and yye know not :how ſoon 
they may break upon us. And truly, if 
.our Lefures, were, ſome of them, turned 
into dayes of Prayer, at ſuch a time as this, 
it 1s no more than yyhat there is cauſe for. 
And there js one thing more, that-ſhould 


-in ſpecial be remembred: by us; a thing 
that hath been much ralk'd ofz but lictle 


-hath been-done in it, that is, Reformation ! 
Reformation! When the Prophet Fonah 


-vvas ſent of God to preach and:ſay, 7et 
- forty dayes, and Ninevych ſhall be deſtroyed : 


that was a more awful Sign of Deſolation, 
than ifthey had ſeen a BlazingHar hang- 
Ing over the City, menacing rhe Ruine 
thereof : Yer yvhen they repenred, and 
reformed ( th&ugh it vyas bur anexternal 
[Reformation ) the Lord ſpared them 
2: WES forty 
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forty years longer... Ah! New-Fpgland, 
wilt thou nordo more than Nizeveh? ſhall 
there not be ſomnuch as an external Refor- 
mation of thoſe things that provoke the 
glorious Eyes of Heayen? Will not 
the haughry Daughters of Sion, reform 
their Pride in Apparel? Will they have 
the Attire of an Harlot? Will they lay 
our their Hair, and wear their falſe Locks,. 
their Borders, and Towers like Comets, 
about their heads? Will they do fo, un- 
till God ſend his Arrows from Heayen,, 
to {mite them down into the Grave,where 
the dayes of Darkneſs ſhall be many ? 
And ſhall there be ſti}] ſuch a multitude of 
Licenſed Drinking: Houſes ( and Town=- 
_ dwellers frequenting them ) to the Shame 
of Botox, and ro the Infamy of New- 
England; notwithſtanding the Teſtimony 
which God, and his Servants have giyen 
againſt it? How then (hall we think. to 
eſcape in the Day of the Lord's Anger; if 
a Reformation, ſo much as in theſe Exter- 
nals, which it is ſo caſy to reform, will not 
be obtained? O Return, Return unto 

the 
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the Lord. And in that way lat us berake 
our ſelves unto the ſhading Wings of 
the Lord Jeſus! Do we not hear Him 
[pe-king to us, as ſomerimes unto Feraſa- 
lem, * Mart. 24. 37. O Jeruſalem, Jeruſa- 
lem, how often would I have gathered thee, 
as an Hen her Chickens under her wings. 
Saith the Lord, The Roman Eagles, thoſe 
birds of prey, are haſtening upon you : 
But if you would haye come undet 
My Wings, you thould have been ſafe 
enough. Even fo, doth notthe Lord ſay, 
O New Enzland! New England! doſt thou 
not know that the birds of prey are de- 
hening to deyour thee? But my Wings 
arc broad enough to ſecure and ſhelter 
thee, wherl the black and ſtormy tempeſt 
ſhall break upon the World. If vve be 
found a praying, an humble, a reforming 
People, vvee need nor doubt bur' thar 
Under the chadow of Hu Wines, we hall 
make our Refuge, wniull the. Calamity be 
overnatt, | 

, The 
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Preached at the Lefture of Boſton in 
New-Englahd | 


eA guſt TH 1632, 


Wherein is ſhewed, that the Voice of 
God in Signal Providences, eſpecially 
when repeated and Ircrated,- ought to be 

Hearkned unto. : 
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Job, 36. 24, 28. Remember that thou m4 gnify bis work, 
' which men behold, Every man may ſee it, man may 
behold it afar off. 
Pſal, 28. 5. Becauſe they regard not the Works of ib: 
LORD, nor the Operation of bis bands, He ſvall defi #y 
them, and not build them up . 
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1:i JAS! 
"N the precedh ing Chet er, we yas 
»441,an Account of Moſes : ys being 
, ſentro the children, of. 1{-aet, in 
Wl... order to Cr Deliverance out of 
= Egypt::-Asalſo of. hjs.ſenſe of 
the. FO of ; char. Undertaking s 
Whenes, he td gntreat the Lord; that 
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Jome other Perſon might rather be im 
ployed therein. © A mah may poſſibly 
be called of God-nnto ſpecial Service a» 
meongf his People, and-yer-find a preſent 
avericneſs and unwillingneſs in his own 
ſpirit, thereunto. Moſes was at firſt very 
unwilling toingage in that difficult. work, 
which the Lotd put hin» upon ; and there- 
fore he made diverſe Obje&ions, which, 
untill God himſelf anſwered them, he 
could not-be-perſwaded to.comply there- 
with. His firft ObjeQtion was from the 
confideratzon of his own perſonal Unfit- 
neſs fot fuch'a Service. That Excuſe is 
'obviated* and' remoyed in the former 
Chaprer.  Mofes his ſecond Objeion 
was, that the children of 7ſrae! would not 
believe that God had ſent him ro them 
upon ſuch an Errand. ' In rhe firſt Verſe 
of this Chapter. They will not believe tes 
nor htarken to my Voice > for they will ſay, 
The Lori hath not apptared unto thee. The 
Lord was 'gracioully \pleaſed to conde- 
ſcend to anſwer this Objection alſo; and | 
that ina miraculous way. And therein 
_ Vycc 
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we have 1. The Miracles that were done. 
Whileſt Moſes was yet in the Deſert, 
vvhere God appeared to him, there vyere 
two Miracles vyrought before his Eyes, to 
confirm & encourage him in his Calling. 
Ar this Time Moſes was keeping the flock 
of Fethro his Father in Law: And as 
Shepherds vyere yyont to carry a Rod or 
Paſtoral Staf in rheir hands; . vyhereby 
they did. dire& and goyern, their Shcep 
{ in alluſion unto yyhich Cuftome, David 
in one of the Pſalzzs, having ſaid, The 
Lord is my Shepherd; adds, Let his Rod 
and his Staff comfort me) thus Moſes had 
his Shepberd's Rod in his hand, vvhich at 
the Word of the Lord, hee caſt on the 
ground; and it became a Serpent: and 
vyhen the Lord ſaid unto him, Pur forth 
thy hand, and take it by thetail, he did fo 
and it becamea Rod again, V. 2, 3, 4» 
In thoſe Miracles, vvbich the Scripture 
ſpeaks of, there yvas many-times an Ana- 
lozy to be obſerved, between the Miracle, 
and the thing adumbrategd thereby. And 
ſothere vyas inthis Miracle. If we look 

D 2 upon 
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upon the paſt, preſent, and future ſtate of 
the children of 7ſrael, it vyas not unfitly 
repreſented by this S$igy, For the chil- 
dren of 7ſrael 6 in the daycs of Foſeph, 

yvere like unto a Rod, in 
- Lo_ br reſpet of Liberty and 
pleriq, Bebrxo- Power: But after his 
© rum, Sergemtemr, Death, they vvere caſt to 
er. the ground, and became 
pretanturs as vile and odious as Scr- 

pents, to the Z2ypiians. 
Thus the Rod vyas turned into a Serpent. 
Moreover, the children of 1ſrael, vvere 
by the hand of Moſes brought out of a vile 
_ - and abjc& Condition, into a ſtate of Li- 

: berty and Power. Thus vyas the Serpent 

. turned into a Rod again. And this yyas 

'rhe firſt $Sizy, The Second vyas that of 

- Moſes's Hand becoming leprous ; and all 
on a {udden reſtored again, Verſe. 6, 7. 
This vvasevery vvay miraculous. : For 
. the Diſeaſe of the Leproſy is not cured ſo 
ſuddenly, yvithout a Miracle, Thus 
. Moſes, c wvho ike a leprous perſon, vvas 
c Rivet in locum, @ Jong time excluded 

: | from 
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from the Society of the Lord's People, 
being baniſhed into a Wilderneſs, conti- 
nued like a man half dead and buried in a 
deſert Land, all on a ſudden is revived and 
turned into another man, being ſent an 
Ambaſſador from the God of Heayen 
unto his People in Fgypr. 2. Wee haye 
here expreſſed, that which yvas the pro- 
per Defign and Intendment of theſe Mi- 
racles ; viz. that ſo the People, in whoſe 
fight they ſhould afterwards be done, 
might be induced to believe the Word of 
God ſpoken by Moſes, V. 5. For which 
cauſe there mult be one ſtrange Sign after 
another, The Verſe before us to confi- 
der of, ſpeaks of two : and the next Verſe 
menrions a third. And although the 
Lord does hear expreſs himſelf conditio- 
zally, ſaying © 7f ] they will not hear- 
ken to the voice of the firſt Sign, then 
they will believe the voice of the latrer 
Sign, &c. The meaning is not, as though 


the Qmniſcient God did nor know whe- 


ther one Sign would not cfe& that which 
was the proper end thereof, or no: Bur 
D 3 the 
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the Lord is pleaſed to ſpeak after the 
manner of Men; who if one Attempt 
fail, they'l try another, and then ano- 
ther, anda third after thar, untill ar Jaſt 
they have what they ayfne at. So ( ſaith 
God to Mofes ) Te give thee power to 
- work Miracle upon Miracle, untill at laft 
the end of all be accompliſhed. The 
words imply, that it was a Doty to hear- 
ken to. God's Voice in One Sign, much 
more in diverſe. And that the children 
of Tjracl ſhould hear the Lord's Voice 
therein z and rhar the Feyptians not hear- 
kening thereunto, would be left the more 
incxcuſable. 

The Dodrine which the —_ afford 
unto us, is, 


That men ouzht to Fear the Voice af 
God in Signal Providences, Wy when 
repeated and Iterated, 


There are three things which may be 
enquired into, for the clearing of this 
Doctrine. 1. What fignal Providences 

nn are 


are they the Voice whereof ought to be 
hearkned unto? 2. When men may be 
ſaid to Hear the Lord's Voice: therein? 
3- The Reaſons why they ſhould dothus. 
' Q. 1. What Siznal Providences are 
they, the Voice whereof ſhould be FTearkned 
unto? What Works of God are we to 
look upon as Signal? Axf. Ingeneral, 
d the more Eminent Works of God are 
called S7gns in 

the Scripture. d Res Inſolite, aut amtey alias, 
Such Prove Beet, Zohan 
dences as doc | ſignant, & Mngquam eretg 
Signare, h. & ooo Divnes ans chjen 
declare & ſig- quia futura Dei Opera, © rerum 


nify ſome- Eventus prafegnant, Voetius 
. in Diſp, ſelett, Vol 2, Ubi de Sig= 
thing extraor- ,;;, >. 00g, 


_ dinary, either 

as Preſent, or Future. Such Divinc 
Works, as are ina ſpecial manner Exſigns 
of the Power, Wiſdom, Juſtice, Good- 
neſs, Glory of the Creator. Or that do 
ſignify the Accompliſhment of fome emt- 
neat Work of God to be near at hand. 


More particularly. 
D 4 I, There 


B The Yolee bf God in ſignal Providences 
© I, There are Miraculous Signs. The 
words before us have ſpecial reference un- 
to ſuch SzzÞs, A Miracle is an Extraor- 
fdinary Providence. e It is a Work of 
God aboye the conſtituted Order of Na- 
ture» And therefore the Great- God, 
and He onely, is the Author of a true Mi- 


facle. He alone doth Wonders. Pſal. 


136.4. Such Works of God are called 
Sigas in the Scripture. Thus ſome f 
.* judicious Expoſitors in- 
N --— ne po £ rerpret thoſe Words, 
in © 2 Pſal.74.9, Weſee net 
Cf) Sic Vatablns, ogy Signs, as noufying 
Ayniworth, & alff. the Extraordinary, as 
well as the Qzdinary ſtated Signs of God's 
Preſence. As if the Lord's People 
ſhould there ſpeak after the ſame 
manner as Gideon once did ( Fudz. 6. 
I3.) Whereareallthe Miracles, which 
our Fathers told us of? We ſee nov our 
Signs, we fee not thoſe Miracles, which 
in the daycs of our Fathers were ſeen. The 
Lord doth nor appear in that miraculons 
way for our Deliverance, as He did for 
A | PT them. 
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them. However, it is certain, that in 
many other Scriptures Miracles are called 
Si27ns., Maj.16.17. AGF. 4. 30, For 
they are certain $7275 of God's powerful 
preſence with them, by whoſe hands they 
are wrought, & that therefore they are ſent 
ofGod, The Miracles done by Moſes, 
were Signs that God ſent him, and was 
with him, When John Baptiſs ſent his 
Diſciples ( not that he doubted thereof, 
onely that their Faith might be confir- 
med ) ro Chriſt, to enquire whether he. 
was indeed the true MeſS7ah, or no; the 
Lord Chriſt ro convince them of ir, told 


| them whar Miracles were wrought by 


Him. Thoſe Miracles were Si2ms, Ars 
guments, Demonſtrations from Heaven, 
that Chriſt was as He profeſſed himſelfro 
be, the Son of God, and Saviour of rhe: 
World. And the Miracles which the 
Lord wrought by the Apoſtles, were 
S7zns of the powerful Preſence of God 
with them, and that the Dodrine whiclr 
they taught, was from Heaven. 7 
'' 2» There are Portentous Signs, Suck 
| as 
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as we call Prodigics, which arc Intimati- 
ons and Signs either of the Mercy, or of 
the Wrath of Heaven toward the children 
of Mcn. The Plagues of Egypt were of 
a prodigious nature. When Water was 
turned into Blood, it was a prodigious 
Sizn that the Egyptians, for their bloody 
\ Crueky in murdering the Male 1ſraclitiſh 
Infants, ſhould themſelves dye and periſh 
in the Waters, There were prodigious 
Thunders, and ſtorms of Fire and Haile, 
and prodigious Darkneſs throughout the 
Land; anda ſudden prodigious multipli- 

cation of noxious Creatures, deſtroying 
the Fruits of the Earth : All which frange 
Providences were Signs portending the 
deſtruion of Egypr, and the falyation of 
Iſrael. There are indeed ſome prodigi- 
ous Signs, which are alſo Miracles; many 
of thoſe in Egypt, were ſo. There are 
other portentous Signs, which are not 
Miracles properly z but ſtrange Werkes 
of Providencc. Such as Blazingſtars, and 
ſtrange Apparitions on the Earth, or in 
the heavens, There were -Fearful whey 

an 
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and great Signs from heaven, portending 
the Deftruttion of Feruſalem, and Ruine 
to the Jewiſh Nation, as I have formerly 
| had occafion to ſhew from Luk. 21. 11. 
Signs of this nature, are ſometimes called 
Tokens .inthe Scripture, becauſe they uſe 
to betoken ſome eminent Work of God, 
and great Changes as near at hand. Pſal. 
135. 9. Somerimes they are called 
Wonders, for that they uſe to cauſe great 
V Vonderment and Admiration to be a- 
mongft Mortals onthe Earth, &c. Ad. 
2. 19,20. 1 will ſhew Wonders in heaven 
above, and Sizns in the earth beneath: blood 
and fire and _ of ſmoak. The fun [ball 
be turned into darkneſs, and the moon into 
blood, before the great and notable day of the 
Lord come, Prodigies g are oftentimes 
Signs portending ſome 
great and notable Day of & regentur Pie 
the Lord to bear hand, "v5, & Divine- 
one, & Lycoſthes 
3. There are ſignal nes Je Prodigijs. 
Mercyes of God. Emi- j 
nent Mercyes and Deliverances are ſ'g- 
nal Providences, Providences that are 
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| 12 The Yoice of God in ſignal Providences . 
by way of eminency called zzarweilows lo- 
wing kindneſs. Pal. 17, yg. Sometimes 
God is extraordinarily gracious to the 
children of mens and He is then ſaid to 
do great things for them. He beſtoweth 
ſuch Mercyes on them, as thatthemſelvyes 
who are the ſubjects thereof, cannot bur - 

| vwvonder at. He maketh them to maryel 
at his Goodneſs. Zech. 8. 6. If it be mar- 
weilous inyour eyes. Yea, and others that 
ſee or hear thereof, to vvonder alſo. 
When the great ones of the Earth beheld 
vvhat God had done for his Servants of 
old, they ſaw it and marvelied. Pal. 48. 
5. Such Mercyes are ſignal. For they 
argue the great and admirable Goodneſs 
of God ; and are ſometimes Signs of Di- 
vince Favour towards them that-are the 
ſubjeatsof them, Hence David ſpeaks 
as Pſal. $6.17. Shew me a Token ( or a 
$t2n: the Hebrew word there is the ſame 
with thar in my Text ) + for good, that 
they that hate me may ſee. He. prayeth 
thar the Lord would fave him on of his 
- 6 Rayanelli Biblzoth, ſacr. 31 verbs; Sighum, 1 © , -- 

| | preſent | 


V hk ea 
TI” 


bay 0 net "RE we % - 


Afflictions in ſuch an eminent vyay, as 
that his Enemyes might by ſuch a bright 
Sizu of God's Fayour to David, be 'con- 
vinced thereof, and be aſhamed of: their 
Enmity againft him, whom the God of 
Heaven dtd manifeſt peculiar Love.unto: 
The Lord's own People are many times 
the (ubjets of fignal Mercyes and Salvyati- 
ons. Whenthey are brought into ſuch 
ſtraits. and Difficulties, ' as that they can- 
not help themſclyes, and there is none elſe 
to deliver them, now God ſteps in, and by 
his Wonder-working Providence faveth 


them. When the children of 7ſ-aet were 


made Slaves in the Land of Egypt, there 


was little hope that they ſhouldeever 


be delivered: -but God by yvonderfull 
Provyidences brought to pals. Andtheir 
deliverance out of Babylon, was a greater 


Work than that, | Fer.'16. 14, 15+: For 


the Emperour of Babylon. was a more po- 
tent Opprefſor than Pharaoh, The Over- 
throw of the Babylonian Empire was more 
unlikely than the ruine'of the Kingdom of 
Ezypt; yet God by fignal Providences 
| brought 
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brought about, in Mercy to his People, 
Such Providences are Signs of God's ſpe- 
cial Care of his Church in the World. 

4+ There arc fighal Judgements: | 
Wonderfull Plagaes, as the Scripture-ex- 
preſſion is. Deut. 28.58. Such Judge- 
ments as one may plainly ſce the finger 
of God in them. -Fhe great Perſecutors 
and Oppreſſors of his Pcople, are often- | 
times ſmitten in ſuch a way, as that ir is 
manifeſt that God hath done it. They are 
ſo high, as that mex cannot come at them, 
bur therefore the Lord removeth them by 
inviſible ſtrokes of his Hand, or of ſome 
Angel, whom He ſends from Heaven for 
that purpoſes as it was with ZZerod, and 
with Senacherib's Hoſt. Sometimes men 
are viſited with rare 'and Unuſual Judge- 
ments. Thercare Prodigies of Fudgement 
falling down from.Heaven upon the fin-. 
full children of men. Theſe arc expreſſed 
inthe Scripture, by thar of an Owerflowing 
Scourge. Ifai. 28.18, A Judgement that 
doth not keep within ordinary Banks and 
bounds, is an Qyerflowing Scourge. - 
| \, | Wacn 
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when ſudden deſtruRtion'comerh and thar 
upon many at once, When Pharavh and 
his Hoſt, were all drowned inthe Red Sea, 
it was a fignal Judgement. The Lord 
ſhewed the Greatneſs of his. Excellency, in 
overthrowing them that roſe up againſt 
Him, Ir was ſuch a Judgment as did afto- 
niſh the World, TheDukes of Edom were 
amazed at it, 'Trembling took hold on- 
the mighty Men of Moab, and all the In- 
habitants of Canaan did cen melt away at 
the Report of what was done. When the 
Flood came upon the 'Old VVorld, and. 
thouſands of Millions of ſinful Creatures 
periſhed together, it vvas a ſignal Judge- 
ment. And when Fire ( which ufeth-to 
fly upward--)..contrary\to its nature, fell 
down in ſtreams and ſhowers upon'the-S9- 
domites,.t0.puniſh rhem for their Unnatu- 
.ral Abominations, when ,( as one of the 
Ancients ſpeaks ) Zell was rained down 
out of Heaven upon thoſe worſe than hel- 
liſh Sinners, it vyas- a-fignal Judgement, 
And indeed, all publick and general Ca- 
| lamiries, may be called ſin; becaule 
® they 


T6 7he Voice of God in fizyal Proviliences 
they are S7gns of the mighty Power, and of the great 
Wrath of the Holy God, | 

We come now to the ſecond Enquiry, viz, Whew 

. menmay be ſaid 0 Hear the Poice of God in ſegnal Provi-. 
fences ? Anſw. 1, VVhen they are thereby brought 
to believe his VVerd. The Lord's uſual method 1s, 
_ - firſt to ſpeak to men by his Word, and if that taketh 
"place, well and. good-:- but if his Word be not regar- 
ded, then He ſpeaks by ſignal Providences, ons after 
another, The ſpecial Dehgn of ſuch ſolemn works of 
_ God, is to confirm his Word, When the Lord wrought 
{uch Signs in the Land of Zgypt, it was ( as hath been 
intimated ) that People, both 1fraelites and Egyptians, 
might be induced to believe the word: which Moſes 
ſpake in the Name of the Lord, The Scripture ſpea- 
keth of the S72n of the prophet Foxah, becauſe 3 Fo- 
nab's miraculous Deliverance out of 

3 Ravanellus the Whale's belly, was-to be a Sign 
ubj ſupra, to the Xijnevites, that God had ſent 
him, As in the Antitype, when 

Chriſt was raiſed out of the Grave, that was a Sign 
that He was no Impoſtor, as the wicked Fews blaſphe- 
. mouſly called Him ; but the true Meſſiah ſent of God, 
The Gift of working Miracles in the:Primitive Times, 
was" that ſo men might believe the Goſpel. Signal 
Mercyesare beſtowed upon men, that ſo they might 
believe the Truth of his Promiſes ; and ſignal Judge- 
ments, that ſo they might believe his Threatening. 
Yea, and when there is.a portentous Sig appearing in 
the heavens, it is, that ſo men might believe the 
Word of God, Therefore when they do thus, they 
may be faid to Hear the Yoice of God ijn-ſach figna! 

. Providences. '® = ws : 

2, When met are by ſuch fignal Proyidences awa- 
kened to Fear that God, 'who ſpeaketh to them there- 
iN, and 
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; and thereby, they may be ſaid tohear his Voice there-= 
| | in, Signal Mercyes call upon men to fear'the Lord 
& his Goodneſs : Signal Judgemens call upon them to 
fear the Lord and his Greatneſs. Yea, ſuppoſing 
thoſe Judgermnents to be upon others onely, not for the 
preſent among{t our ſelves, we ſhould be awakened 
greatly, to fear that God, whoſe Name is dreadful in 
all the Earth, When the Lord cut off the Nations 
round about, and made their Towers deſolate, He ſaid 
of Jeruſalem, Surely they will Fear me. Zeph, 3. 7. 
They that pour out the Vials full of Plagues upon the 
Antichriftizu world, ſay, Great and marveilous are thy 
Works, Lord God Almighty, Who would not Fear thee? 
&C, Rev. 15. 3, 4 God brings marveilous Judges 
, | ments on his Enemyes ; and beſtows maryeilous Salva- 
tions on his People; all that hear thereof, ſhould learn 
| fo Fear Him, And the like is to be affirmed with re- 
| ſp=@to portentous Signs in the Heaven. For ſuch a 
Sign doth, as tis ſaid in the Revelation concerning the 
Angel which flew through the midſt of heaven, Ch. 14. 
| V.7. He ſaid with a loud voice, Fear God and grve glory 
to Him, for the hour of bjs Fud gement js come, So doth 
ſuch a Sign in heavay ( eſpecially if it be not a brſt; 
but a Latter Sign ) cry with a loud voice, that all the 
World may hear, Fear God, and give gloryto Him, for 
the hour of bis Fudgement 35 near at hand. And therefore 
they that are thereby awakened to fear Him, may tru- 
ly be ſaid to #ear bis Yoice in ſuch fignal Diſpenſatiens 
of his Providence towards men here below. As'that 
4 greatEmperour 4, who when there was a Blazingſtar 
appearing, and ſome told him 
k Tudgvicys I. Cas he ſhould not be afraid, becaufe 
roli Magnt filius, the Scripture ſaith, Be not diſe 
mayed at the Signs of Heaven 3 


replyed, but 1t becomes us to fear that God, who bath 
"M - E made 
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made this Sign in the heavens, and to ad- 
mire his Goodneſs, in that he giveth us war=- 
ning before He ſmiteth us. 

3. When men preciſe according to 
what the Lord calls for, they may be ſaid 
ro Hear his Voice, in his Signal and 
Solemn Diſpenſations. To Hear, in 
Scripture-language, is to Obey. Iſa. 55. 
3. Hear ( i. e. obey ) and your Souls 
fhall live. And when God doth fo often 
promiſe Mercy unto thoſe that hearken | 
ro his Commandments; ſuch as yield 
Obedience thereunto, are intended. The 
children of Jſrael did hear the voice of 
rhoſe Signs the Text ſpeaks of, when 
they obeyed the Lord's Call, in departing 
out of Egypt, as Hee commanded them. 
God requires men to forſake the ways of 
Sin; and to walk in contrary ways of Ho- 
lineſs, and new Obedience before Him. 
Now if they ſhall by any ſignal Providen- 
ces be prevailed upon (oto do, then do 
- they hear the Lord's yoice therein, . 

Qu. 3 But why ſhould men thus Hear the 
Veice of Signal Providences? Anſ. I ſhall 

mention 
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mention only one Reaſon, and that ſhall 
be from the Conſideration of the Antho- 
rity aud Greatneſs of Him that ſpeaketh in, 
and by ſuch Providences, It is the LORD, 
the MIGHTT GOD, that is then cal- 
ling upon the SpedFators, or Subjects of 
ſuch Works of his. As for his Power of 
Mizht, it is Infinite, He is able as eaſily 
to d:{troy men, as to ſpeak to them. He 
thar by a word's ſpeaking, made the 
World, is able by the breath of his Mouth 
to annihilate any Creature, Therefore 
they are highly concerned to Hear when 
and what ie ſpeaketh tothem. And as 
for his Power of Anthority, it is Univer= 
ſal, and Abſolute. Divine Teſtimony, 
ought to be received on that ſole account 
ofthe Authority of the Speaker- Hence 
often in the Scripture, it is ſaid, ear the 
Word of the LORD, and Thus ſaith the 
LORD: intimating, that becauſe of the 
Authority of the Speaker, men have infi- 
nite Reaſon to Hear and Fear, and to 
Believe and Obey. 
Uſe, 1. By wy of Inſtruction, 1, Z7ence 
2 26 qo 2 nn 
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p- great iithiir Sin, who deſpiſe, or diſregard 
the Siznal Workes of God. -+ When the 
Eord Ipeaketh to men by ſignal Eminent 
Mercyes, but they will not hearken to his 
Voice thefein, their Evil is great. When 
they are not thereby led unto Repentance, 
and tolove and ferve the God of their 
 Metcyes,.and Deliverances, Such have 
no reaſon to expect other, -but that God 
will change the tenor of his Diſpenſations 
rowards them ; yea, that He will do them 
hurt, after he hath done them good. Foſh. 
24. 20, and that they ſhall become 
as eminent Examples for Judgement, as 
ever they were for Mercy. Tou ozely 
have I known of all the families of the earth, 
therefore 7 will puniſh you for all your iniqui- 
ties. Amos, 3.2. Or when God ſpeaks 
tro a People by ſignal Judgements, one at- 
ter another : by ftrange Puniſhmears ; by 
Unuſual Rebukes of his Providence : For 
them not to hear, nor regard the Voice of 
the Lord therein, 1s great Iniquity, Ir ar- 
overh deſperate hardneis of heart, Were 
not mens hearts exceeding bard ; ſhould 
God 
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God but ſpeak to them by his ord, they 
would immediately fall down before it, as 
tender-hearred Foftah did: Burthen,.if 
he ſpeaks by ſignal and diſmal A4ffiions, 
and that in an uterated way, 4a Fir, and 
4 Latter Sig of his Diſpleaſure; in caſe 
men will not zow hear and obcy, their 
hearts are like Lewviathan's, as hard as a 
ſtone, and firmer than a piece ofthe nether 
millſone, Nay, itis many times a black 
Sign of that Hardneſs of hearc, which is 
a fearful Conſequent of eternal Reproba- 
tion. For was it not thus with the Repro- 
bate heart of Pharaoh? One awful Sizn 
of God's Diſpleaſure came opon him, and 
he regarded it notz and then another, 
zeither did he ſet his heart unto this alſo. 

And when God ſpeaketh ro men by 
portentous Signs in the heayen , by a firje 
and a Latter Sign, then for them to diſre- 
ard it, or to make light of it, is a great 
Sin, Mind, I pray you, what the Scri- 
pture ſaith, Job. 36. 24, 25. Remember 
that thou marnifie his 'Vork, which men be- 
pold, Every man may ſce it, men may be- 
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hold it afar off. So it is when there is a 
Sign blazing amongſt theStars of heayen, 
every man ſeeth it, they behold it afar offz 
now they ought not to deſpiſe ; bur to 
magnific ſuch Works of God. And as for 
thoſe that do profanely contemn ſuch 
fignal Works of the moſt High, there is 
an awful Scripture, rhe Conſideration 
whereof may ſtrike Cold to their hearts x 
T mean that in the 28:4 Pſalm, the 5th Y. 
where it is ſaid; Becanſe they regard not 
the Workes of the Lord, nor the Operation 

of his hands, He ſhall deſtroy them, and not 
build them up. 
Inſtr. 2. Hence then, the Works of 
God have a Yoice in them, as well as his 
Word, Anftin calls the Sacraments, 
Perba wifibilia: Fyen ſo the Works of 
God are ( as we may fo ſpeak ) 4 vi{ible 
Word. The Works of Creation have a 
Voice in them. The heavens declare 
the glory of God, day unto day uttcreth 
ſpeech, there is no language where their 
Foice ts not heard. Plal. 19. 1, 2, 3, 
Dtars, and Trees, and cycry Creature - 
We 
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the higher and in the lower world, preach 
and proclaim that there is a God, and that 
He is an infinitely glorious Being. And 
the Works of Providence have a Voice 
in them: Yea, common Providences 
have ſo ; much more, ſpecial and fignal 
Diſpenſations of Providence, Mercyecs 
have a Voice in them; and therefore are 
ſaid to be Witneſſes, God hath not left 
himſelf without Witneſs, inaſmuch as He 
piveth Rain from heaven and fruitfall 
Seaſons. Judgements haye a Voice in_ 
them. Mic. 6. 9. Hear ye the Rod. Brutiſh 
men may fee! the Rod; but wiſe men 
hear the Rod, and underſtand the Lord's 
meaning therein, Yea, Judgements 
from heaven, have a loud, thundring, 
roaring Voice. The Lord ſhall roay out of 
Sion, and utter his Voice from Feruſalem. 
The terrible Judgements, which He doth 
execute upon the World, are the Lord's. 
Roarings out of Sion, There was the 
Voice of Speech; yea, the Voice of the 
Almighty, in thoſe Judgements, vyhich | 
came upon Jcruſaſem. Ezek, 1. 24. 

| E 4 Por- 
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Portentows Signs in heaven have a ſpeak- 
ing Voice in them. Sometimes they 
ſpeak the Mercy of heaven, and good 
will towards the children of men. As. 
that extraordinary Light which ſhined 
about theShepherds at the Birch ofChriſt, 
was a Token of Divine. Favour. A very 
judicious and learned / Interpreter, thinks 
that the Star which appeared to the Wiſe 
men; was the ſame with that miraculous 
Light that ſhone about the Shepherds. 
It was no ordinary Stay, nor yet.® a Co-- 
met properly: for it guiced to a particu- 
Jar Town & Houſe. and was thercfore 
ſuch another miraculous.work of God, as 
the Pillar of Fire, which direRed the chil- 
dren of 7frael in their way towards Cang- 
ar, being a Si2n oi the;gracious Preſences 
and Fayour of God, ' But moſt come 


I Conftat certe, &© Lumen illul, © hanc Stelam eodens 
tempore © eodem fine apparuiſſe: Lud ui unum tdemgue 
Lumes efſer? Lightfoot, (m) Cometam proprie 
253 fuiſſe paiet, 1- Ex difjerentis Sitzs 3 quia bec Fells 
guferior fuit, 2, IMotus, 3- Apparition;s, 4. Durationis, 
Spanhemius : fs & Hoſpinian 9: 07i2ins Fefi. Chriſti» 
$72 Pg 25g | | 
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monly, portentous Signs in heaven are 
Significations of Divine Diſpleaſure« 
The Lord ſends them as ZZeraulds topro- 
claim Wrath and Wo to a ſinful and uns 
believing World. They are like the fi= 
ring a Beacon upon an high kill, which gi- 
veth notice far and near, that Troubles 
are at hand; and that now men are con- 
cerned to prepare themſclyes for the Bat- 
tel. 

Uſe. 2. of Exhortation to F7earken tb 
the Voice of God in all his Solemn and Sig+ 
nal Diſpenſations. 3h; 
The Lord hath of late Time, been fpea- 
king by very Signal Providences, inother 
parts of the World, which we that are as 
far off, ſhould learn Inſtruction by. We 
* hearthe ratling of the flames of Perſecuti- 
on afar off, whereby the Houſes of God 
in other parts of the World, are burning 
and conſuming. There's a Voice in 
thoſe flames ſpeaking to us. Have #n 
we not heard how ir hath been with the . 
wy See the Relation of the preſent ſtate of the Churches in 
Hungaraia, /ately printed. 
| poor 
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; poor Proteſtants in Fiungaria, of later 
years? Five and twenty hundred Chur- 
ches there reduced to a ſmall number. 
And in the Kingdom of Fraxce, what 
bloody Cruelties are exerciſed towards 
the Proteſtants there, Forty of late ſtar- 
ved to death in one Priſon, beſides many 
_ other Miſeryes, doletul ro relate. And 
whart a fearful Inundation was that which 
hapned in the Netherlands, no longer 
ſince than this laſt Winter, when thou- 
ſands loſt their Lives; and the Lord 
knoweth how many ſcores of thouſands 
had all their Eſtates taken from them in 
one fatal night, Surely the floods of 
great waters have come nigh unto them. 
And ſomething of that nature, we hear 
hath fince that, hapned in the Land of our 
Fathers Sepulchres. God hath been o0- 
ning the windows from on high there, 
and hath poured down a Flood of Cala- 
mity upon the Lind. Hiſtorians re- 
porr, that there was a prodigious Rain, 
and ſudden Fiood cauſed thereby. in the 
Land of Fzypt, a little before the Perſians 
. p ſwallowed 
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ſwallowed them up. An Overflowing 
of the River 7yers did forcthreaten the 
deſolation of Nineveh; which may proba- 
bly be hinted at in thar Scripture. Nah 1. 
8. TIrmay be what we now hear of, is a 
Sizn, that God will ere long pour down 
the Cataracts of his Wrath upon a ſinful 
Nation, which hath of late been found 
guilty before the Lord, of Sz2»al Apoſta- 
{y, Debauchery, and { above all ) of ne- 
fandous Contemprt of the Pure and Pow- 
erful Diſpenſarion of the Goſpel, witneſs 
the black day p when above two thous 
ſand Miniſters of God 
were Silenced at once, þ y. ay, Baxter's 
as to their publick Te- Church 2iftory. p. 21, 
ſtimony. Shall not 

my Soul be avenzed on ſuch a Nation as this, 
faith the Lexd, And hath not the Lord 
been ſpeaking by very ſtgnal Providences, 
wherein we our ſelycs haye been, and are 
peculiarly concerned? Hath not the 
Sword been raging in the mid(t of thee, 
O New- Eneland? Hath nor the Lord . 
been marching through the Land in Indi- 
gnation ? | Hath 
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Hath not a mortal Contagion been a- 
mongſt us, and ſwept away five or ſix 
hundred before it, in this one Town ? 
Hath not God rendred his Rebukes in 
flames of Fire upon thee Botox; and that 
nor only by a firſt, but a Second Sign of 
his Holy and Rightcous Diſplealure ? 
And have we nor bin viſited by the Lord 
of Hoſts, with Signal and prodigious 
Tempeſts? Was itnot ſo two years ago, 
ina Place q not far off, wken one that 
ſtood inthe way of that Whirlewind of 
the Lord, was daſhed to death in a mo- 
ment? Had the ſtrength and fury of 
that Guſt fallen upon ſuch a Town as 
this, where there are a multitude of Hou- 
ies, many Lives had periſhed. AndI 
am informed, that there was this $11m- 
mer, in a neig!\bour Colony r, a Tem- 
peſt no Jeis prodigious; vvhich in rhe 
Woods, for eight miles together, carricd 


q Viz, in Cambridge. Fuly, $. 1680. (1) 1n 
MNew-Haven Colowy,. near Stratford. A more full ac- 
ceunt of theſe things, the Readey may expe in the Collefi- 
on of remarkakle Proviiences, Inended 19 he publiſhed. 
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4!l clear before it. Certainly, theſe are 
Signal, and ſpeaking Providences. 

And now behold! the Lord is ſpeak= 
ing tous, and to all the World, by a Bla- 
zing Sign, which His own Hand hath 
hung up in the Heavens. Ir 1s not for 
nothing, that there is this Latter Sign ap- 
pearing ſo ſoon ( within leſs than two 
Years ) aftera former, Divines lay ir 
down as a Principle of Truth /, That 
Things, which proceed from Natural cauſes, 
if Unuſual, are Signal, So may it be af- 
firmed as to the Sign now hanging over 
our heads, Oh! let us conſider the 
Lord's Voice therein, But, What doth 
the Lord ſpeak unto us by this Latter Sign in 
Heaven ! 

Anſ. 1. Surely the Lord ſaith by it, 
The World is full of Unbelief. When 
the Jews continued in their Unbelicf, nor- 
withitancing John Bapti#'s powerful Mi- 


f Quicquid in Cwlo, Terra, © in Mari fit non ſolito, n*- 
que uſttato more, Divinitus pro Signo ponitur certorum 
Eventuum, Non igitur contemnamus hos Dei Pranuncios, 
_ Alited, Theol, Natural, part, 2, þ. 346+ . 

niſtry, 
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niſtry, it was ſaid, Except you ſee Signs 
and Wonders, you will not believe, Joh. 4. 
48, Truly, except men {ce Signs and 
Wonders in heaven, they will not believe. 
Nay, except they behold a Jatter as well 
as a former Sign, they will not believe. 
How juſtly may the Lozd from Heaven 


_upbraid the World for their Unbelief. 


2. God feems to intimate that there 
are great Changes haſtning upon the 
World. When God creates a New 
thing in the Heavens, 'tis a Sign He hath 
ſome Stranze work to do in the Earth. 
What thoſe Changes are, Time will diſ- 
cover, Onely ( as | haveelſewhere no» 
ted ) the conſtant Experience of former 
Ages declares that fuch Signs # have bin 
portentous of great Mutations in the 
Wotld. And the Scripture foretelling the 
great Changes, and dreadful Revolutions 
of Providence, which ſhall come to paſs 


t Comctas nova Imperia portendere, apud omnes fere gen- 
tes receptum ezi, Vulcanius auruſpex, teſt? Servio, ad 
Eclog. 9. dicebat, Cometa ſegnificari Exitum veteris, 
© igre/am noyi Seculj, Grotins ju Matth, 2, 2. 
| in 


in the laſt Ages of the World, faith, that 
2S Forerunners and Intimations thereof, 
there ſhall be S7gns in ( or amongſt ) the 
Stars. God will raiſe an horrible Tem- 
peſt amongſt the Nations, which will 
make the waves thereof to roar. Por- 
tentous and Feartul Sights, are a Sign 
that the days are at hand, wherein there 
ſhall be DifRreſs of Nations, mens hearts 
failing them for Fear, and for looking 
after thoſe Things which are coming on 
the Earth, Yea, and that the Powers 


of Heaven ſhall be ſhaken, Luk. 21. 


25, 26. 

3. The Voice of the Lord cryeth 
to us, ſaying, Be you prepared for what= 
ever Chanzes may come. Labour ro be 
{uch as that nothing ſhall be able to do 
you any hurt, Be moved with Fear, 
and get into the Ark. Make ſure of 
an Intereſt in Chriſt; and then no wa- 
ters can drown you. If Troubles comes 
Ict them find you in Chriſt; and ler 
them find us ſerving God, and glorify- 
ing Him in the ſeveral places He harh 


Ore hs i a oO SS aa rd OY: FFT WE En Boys 
3: 46 FX Dons 
Onght to be Hearkntd unto! 8 © 
f *® 3 FO, dn 


Vo 
SO 


_ "_ 54 
o 


R 
«x 
: 


PE oO, 


_— " c PEFSOLTTIO  - >f* nd $6 * Ee 
NET. oe oat 9 : * / - 


pie of God in final Providences 


ae 
bs 
2 
a. 
x 
<2 


_ - 4.04.40 =d = 


CE II k. abentn.d 


|" 9x16 02.59 0349 9956 899 6889 
KOMHTOTPAQIA. , 
| oF OR A 

& Diſcovrrſe Tre 


- COMETS; 


"- - wherein heat: e of BLAZING STARS 


| 8s Enquired into: 


Wo 
bi With an Hiſtorical Account of all the COMETS 
NW which have app-ared from the Beginning of the 


"+ 
RETP x 
ns. 
<4 
aa - 


KY 
Ss 
” \ 

| 


| by World unto this preſent Year, M,DC, LXXXIII, | 
Expreſſing : 1 


In 

> The Place in the Hearens, where they were ſeen, 
Their Metion, Forms, Duration ; and the Re- 

| markable Fvents which have followed 

in the World, ſofaras they have been 


by Learned Men Obſerved, 


As alſo two SERMONS 
Occaſioned by the late Blazing Stars. 
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By INCREASE M MATHER, Teacher of a Church” 
at Bofton in New- England. 


$$ Pſal. 111. 2. The works of the Lord are pregt: 
| = out of all them that kave pleaſure therels, x ſought” 2 


Amos 9.6, He buildetb bis flories in the & eaves. 
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A Diſcourſe * 
A. D- 56. A Star was ſcen-in the 


| $ 
Z 


Faſt. The Emperour Claudins dicd, | 

blaedy Ners ſucceeded, who murdered 

beſides his own Mother, and his Wife, 

and his M after Seneca, an infirite num- 

ber of holy Martyrs, The ſame Co- 

met appeared again the next. Year, fo. 

that Nets? Reign began with a blazing 

$:ar, great Commotivns hapned in f«- 

q cea, Chronnlogers obſcrve that it 

b: was in this Year, that Hermogenes and 

Phyz:fHlus mide woful Apoſtaſte and 

. Schiſme in the 4//+::ck Churchesz and 

©" fo zpeared to be no other then wan- 

drinp Stars, 2 Tim.3.15. te 

| A.D. 62. AComet was ſeen fla- 

is Sencca Nat, ing in the Heavens. (4) for the ſpace | 

2.7. 7. Chap. of fix moneths together, having its | .; 

ni.09, mntionfromthe Faſt, partly towards | c 

TO the Weſt,and partly towards the South | «: 
Alltedius (r) This appearing aſter Nere's quin- 

quennium, wherein he ſeemed a good | l 

E mperour, was expired, "tis (rf) | . 

thought that it was portentous of his } 1 

afrer unparalleld Crueltics, and moſt | 


= 7, A. &@ amnjwy o= mw mww £©. Oc Mn. 
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4 _ fg Trapical end. It 
izaldus, Ai» 4 © 66. Another Comet (-)ap- BG, 
peared © 


Concerning Comets; 39 


| you ſor fix Moneths tog:thrr, in the 
 fignof Gemins, Aﬀeer wiich follow- 
| ed prodigious Temp fts, and a fearful 
Earth quakr, whereby Laocatcea, Hitra- 
| polis, and Celoſs ( famovs Citics is the 
leſſer Aſie) were ſorely afflicted, This 
Blazing Star was attended with a terri- 
ble Perſecution, in the which the A- 
poſtles Pau! and Peter were put ta 
| Death. Rows was {et on fire by Nees, 
| that Conflapration continued for (1X 
Cayes together. Soon aſter this Ae- 
ander and his Followers cauſed great 
trouble among Chriſtians in the Pri- 
mitive times, He was an Antichrift, 
b.e. a falte Chriſt, it is not improbable 
but that the Apoſtle 7obs hath reſpec 
| tOhim as well as to other pretended 
 Chriſts, 1 70b.2.18. 
\ AD. 750. (orasethers 71 ) A bla- 
zing Star like a flaming Sword appearcd * Joſephs de 
(:r)tor a year together. It was firſt ot» _ pony 
ſerved at the time of the Jews Paſſeover © 
Gan on the cighth of Apr/) in the 
 lign of Yirgo, This was attendec! with 
| a new Emperour, viz. Feſpaſian, with 
the Ueftrucion of Fers/alem, and the 
moſt miſcrable rvioe of the Jewiſh na- + 
| tion, by the Sword of the Romany, , 
(+) Many other Prodigies were taken I 
Dz nolicg 


Ya. 
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A Diſcourſe 
notice of at the ſame time; Armieg | | 
fighting inche Air, &c. Xepbilinus wri- | ; 
reth that there were two prodigious 
Ecliples of the Moon, viz. that the 
Moon was ob{cured entHe fourth, and 7 
en te f{cventh day; And from him r 
Lycoſt eenes (peaks to the lame purpoſe, | , 
But Calviſizs did by calculation find, 
that there were two Eclipſes of the ſ 
Moon tt:is year, which were not ſuper- ff x 
| natural. | Lo 
Ew Plin. Z 2. AD. 76.( or 77.) A Comet called F , 
F ©.25. Sueto- (w) Acontiar, b:cauſe of its appearing 
g go Lycoltle in the form of a Dart, was obſerved. | yj 
$52 The Emperour Firm (in the fifth year Þ 7 

of his Corlulſhip) d:{cribed this Co-f , 
met in verſe, lhe next year aneth:rſ 
Comet was ſeen ( or rathcr the fame þ f 
Comet appeared the fecond time) | p! 
; there foliowed an horrible Farth-quake | © 
þ aHevelins © 1 Cyp'as and other places, whereby | ;, 
" Rockenbachi- Many Towns periſhed. (x) The next} 6 
US. year a Comet was fcen again e'ghty Pit 
dayes. Earth-quakes followed, and a 
terrible Plague in Rome, and a remar k- 
ab'e Drought, When Y:/pa{fan the 
Empero'r ſxw this Blazing Star, be 
joked at it, fzying, it concerned the 
Þ Parthians who had long hair, not him 
—M who was Bald, But foon after YV-ſpafian | Ay 
7. - _ 
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Concerning Comets. 


himſelfdied, This Comet was atten- * 


| ded with the Hercfic of Cerinthes and 
the Ebromtes. 

I eannot find in Authors, that any 
Comet appeared after that, for about 
| the ſpace of fifty years, viz. not until 
the year of our Lord 139, when a Star 
(2) was ſcen blazing 39 n1ghts together 
in the ſigns of 4qnarins and Piſces, An 
| Farthquake follwed. ſo that the Cities 
| of Nicopolis and Ceſares were ſwallows 
| ed up thereby. | 

AD. 145. ( 4a) A Star was ſcen 
blazing in Aquarius fix nights. An 
Earth-quake and a Prodigious Flood 
| followed. Rhoans and other famous 
| Places were ſhaken after an horrendous 
| manner, The Yalentinian Hereticks 

prevailed about this time. 

A.D. 188. Ab-arded Comet(from 
 1ts form called Pogonias) was (cen, (b) 

Great Wars enfac( in : he Roman Em- 
pire. The Templc of peace ( lo cal- 
led) was ſuddenly burnt down. Ike 
Capitol was ſtruck with Lightning and 
| ſet on fire, the neighbouring E''1fices 
| (whercin was a famous Library ) was 
conſumed. The next year the City of 


Kome was afflicted with a fore Fame. 


Adout this time the Brita»s loſing their 
wp” 4 King 


2 Rockenba- 
Ch1UsS 


a 1dem, 


b Herodian FL, © 
Layater, "I 


4 Diſceurſs - 
Ring Lncins fe into difſentions} d 
mongſt themſelves, and {ſo became & & 
F prey to the Romans. 
 @F Hevelii A.D. 195. in tlic dayes of the Em 
 Cometog, C,12 perour Severus (c) a Star was (cen bl 
| P-$05. zing for many dayes together. Which b 
was then looked upon as an ©mes off fo 

approaching Miſcries. About that tim 
there were great wars bet ween the Re- 
»92n; and the Parthians; Alfolamenta- 
| ble contentions and ſchiſmes amongſthi 
Chbriftians about the obſervation offfzi 
Eafter. The Biſhop of Kome took 1p- 
on; him to exccmmynicate thoſe that 
were not of his min'! about that matterſ 
whereby a world of ſia and trouble wasff 
occaſioned, and way made tor Perſccu- 
tion. Not long aſter this the OriginifeF1 
and thoſe that would be called Aprſto-J 
lici occafioned great txoubles in the 
Churctes, F 
— "i A.D. 217. (4) A Comet appeared fi 
F: — in the ſign of P:/ce; for 18 "4 This 
| was attended with the Death of Carasfi 
cals, The Emperour Aztonxias vilit- 
ing the City of A'exanaria, defred to ith 
ſee the Youth therein, and giying a ſign Bj 
to his Souldiers cauſed them to be cru- | 
elly ſlain, The &cmans made preat 
Oaugh:er amorgſt the Gothes, The ſth 
EE ' "mang 
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Concerning C amet?; 
4 df Perthbi« came with a great Army a> 
| cainſt the Komans, The Emperour 
died, | 
| After this time, no Blazipg' Star ap- 
| —__ ( or however none is mentioned 
dy any Hyſtorian.that | have met with) 
F for ncar upon #n hundred years. The 
| next was (er) A. D. 306. ſoon aficr 
which Couſtartins Chlorns (the Father 
of great Con fantine ) died at York IN 
t& Eng laxd ( then called Britair,) Thawbla- 
Zing Star was atter.ded with the molt 
-| bloody and cruci Perſecution that eve 
ti was, viz. that vr der Dieocl:frav, who 
*F hoped he had (according to his deſign) 
| deftroyed all that did bear the Name of 
| Chriſt threvughout the Earth. This 
| Year did Adlerims his Schitm happen. 
EF Within a few cars Arias began to diſ- 
| {cminate his Peſtifcrous Eedrine, and 
Donatiſme put the African Churches 
into an unhappy Blzze. | 
| AD. 323, A Comet appeared (f) 


inthe fign of Y:irgo. Aﬀter which the 


jat the Chriſtian workd ( as ferome 
jeaks ) fighed to fee it ſelf become an 
jax., The memorable wars berwten 
Conſtantine and Licinins hapned about 


at time, which iſſued in wonderful 


changes 
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e Scribente 
Rock 1 


eubachi 


f Pevcerns ds 
: : ; Tunatiene. P, 
|4ria» Herelie prevailed exceedingly, fo nos Alt. &6- | 


A Diſcourſe 
changes, tho whole Empire being turn} H 
ed upſide down. The marvelious thingg 
ſpokenof in the twelfth Chapter of the riſ 
Revelation were now accompliſhed. Pe 

A. D. 337. A ſivpendeus Come ec 
and terrible to bchold, was ſecn in thed *** 
ſign of Aries (g) continuing for the Gil 
; gOrolus!. ſpace of fix Moneths. Immediate Tt 

be t after which followed the death of conll P! 

utropius Z10 : G d th 
Alltedius &e, ftantine, \1rnamed the great, whoſe F 
death made way for preat Diviſions inf} *© 
the Reman Empire, and infinite miſcrie 
upon all Chriſtendome. His Son Conf 
ftantivus being an Arian, quickly be 
came a Perſecutor. 
; A D. 363. A Blazing Star (+4) was A 

b Eckſtormius feen and that not only in the night bur] 3: 
p—_ in the day time. This was attended} * 
D. Thriftian; with 7«/ian the Apoſtate his war againſt 


Hevelius the Perſians, and with the prodigious hi 
Gs. death of that great Apoſiate. About} 
two years after that, another Comet f 
was ſeen in Aries, continuing eleven £ 


weeks, A moſt prodigious Earth- 

Be 059 quake followed (1) which was perceived 

_—_ = (as Hiſtorians affirm y in all parts of | 7 
Gat p, 2164 the world. The like to this Earth- 

" Calviſus quake wasnever known. The waves of £ 

| Chronol, the Sea were roul*d out of their chanels, 

| and Ships left hanging on the tops of } ? 
E Hyuſcs 


UM! 


Concerning Comets; 
Houſes; & a ſearful-Inundation, fo that 
many C ities, and innumerable Souls pe- 
{riſhed by thoſe Calamitigs. Many 
 Perions about Conſtanuneple were kil- 
# led by an Hail-ſterm, lhe Aacede* 
I *;21 Hereſic cauſcd great troubles and 
FT diſturbances in the Church of Chriſl- 
F The Jews attempted to rebuild a Tem- 
ple at Jern(alem, but fire came from 
Heaven, and utterly conſumed their 
Foundation, The crucl Perſecution 
F under Yalexs began the next year, fo 
F &f-at the Church was in great danger of 
deing carried away by that flood, as 
John toreto!d inthe Revel. Ch.12 15. 
A.D 383.(or as ſome Hiſtorians A.D. 
| 393.) A Comet was {ccn of that ſort 


w.s then where this Comet appeared, 
vizinLibra, continuing for the tpace of 
four Montts, viz. from the beginning 
of 11zy to September. Its motion was 
towards Vr/a Major, in the midſt of 
which Conſtcllation it diſ:ppe:red, 
& This was looked upon as portenious of 
Euycnins his Irvaſiin. The Battle 
| fought between T heoaofins bt Enpenins 
yas a very memorable Providence, 
inaſwuch 


+ Rockenbas 


« © TOI chius, Alſledie 
which is callec (-) Xiphias in reſpee of us, &&e. 


| its appearing like a Sword, bigger and F- Niceph. Z. 
higher then the Morning Star, whicty 12+ ©+ 33-38+ 


_ 


by 


A Difeemrſe - 
inaſmuch as upon 7 beotofrige his Pray 
ers, God fent a Storm which beat bac® 
the Arrows of the Enemy into theilf 
own faces, the Stars in their courſe 
fghting againſt chem. Some mentid 
Valet mians firangulation, and a pro 
digious overflowing of the River N:/uiff 
as direful conſequents of this Comet 
The Helwiatans, Priſcitianiſts, and « | 
ther Hereticks who cauſed great trouf* 
bles amongſt Chriſtians began thi 
| Year. | L þ 
FPencerns A.D. 839. A Blazing Star appearelFf 
| gadrycher fromthe North, being in the fign off” 
Fam. 19 Gemini,continuing for twenty dayes. (/) 
$o 


& 


Jes Magnitude and brightnefs equal to 
Lacifer. In form like unto a Pillar. 
Precins obſerved this Comet to befF 
higher then the Planet 7=piter. One 
remarkable event which hapned after 
it, was, a moſt prodigious Hail-ftorm F 
continuing without intermiſſion for two 
dayes together, Great Commotions 

and changes in France by reaſon of 
H14rcomers invalion hapned not long 

meme os after chis. Alſo wars between T beode; 
Sozom, Hiſt. fans and AM aximns, | 
| Eccl.L,$.C.q. A-D. 402. ( circiter ) (mw) Anex- 


Claudianus i ceeding bright Comet in form like 2: 


} Poemare ds Suord was (cen, 
—_ TER”. 
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kade an attempt upon Eovffentivoptr; 
cus waging war With the Gorby, 
me chem. The Emperour A#r- 


offi leſs then two hundred th 
5 eacful irruption _ — > Em - 
re. Now was -t "ff Tramp 
hich /ovx ſpeak: of in the Apora/yps) 
yPuaded. Theſe rercibie ſhakings in 
ie Rowan Empire oy fitly: ſet forch 
y that of a ftorm of Hail, and Fire, 
1d Blood, Rev.8:7. as Mr. Afexs in- 
fFforeteth, A great Perfecution was: 
n&dcd againſt the Chriſtians in Perfa. 
lothe Perſecution raiſed by the Dvu- 
ifs in Africa, was within a year 
two of chis time. 
A.D. 40g. Ihere was att amaziry 
4pſe of the Sun, ſo that tit Stars 
te ſcen in the day time, This: wes 
ended with a fearful Comet appears. 
likea Sword in the ſ1p1 of Hirge, 
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Wbcen heard. of in the World. Ali 
ape, a great part of af, and Yfri- 


\r Drought, acd Famine a nc P eitt- 


or =D WF V0.7 
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is; died. An Army conſiſting of 


barians under Redagiſe made a: 


) blazing for the ſpace of four months « Niceph. 
Is, June, July, Auguſt, September.) 13.C 36: 
greateſt Calamities followed that fied 


was overwhelmed with *Juclgmenes, : 


: 
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A ; 
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p Herlicivs. 
Alſtedius, G 


fence, and wars amongſt the Natioffif 
ſwept away an infinice number of Mc 
Rome was taken by Alaricus the Gorhii 
Who ſet up whom be pleaſed as Ermp 
rour there. Now did the ſecond An 
gel ſound the Trumpet, and the Roma 
Empire ſufter a violent death, and i 
therelore reſembled unto 2 Sr mad 
bloody by the fall of a grear Mountain a 
5" « flame, as the forerhentioned great 
Interpreter doth expound, Rev. 8.8. 
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A.D. 4:8. A Comet was ſeen 
Libra, in the Moneth of September. (: 
Great Sedition and Commotions fo 
lowedthrovghout 7taly, and'in Spain 
The Africens prepared a fortnidablc 
Fleer and marched towards Rome. Not 
long after this, Famous Hierom dicd, 
The Peſtilent Hereſie of Pelagins oc: 
calioned much trouble in the Chur- 
ches. 

A.D. 423. Anhorrible Comet wal 
ſcenflam'inpr (p) Immediately upoa 
which the Pmperour Honorias dic 
Caftinus with an Army cometh upc 
the Vardels ahd mukerh' great avg 
cer in Spain." 'The Scorr' and Pill 
grievouſly infeſt the Britains, *.  * 
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encerning Cops? 49 ©. 
\  A.D+ 423. This Year upon a great 
Eclipſe cf the Moon, a Comet appeat- 
ed, (4) after which Prodigious ſhews- 
| ers of Blood were rained down - upon 9 Lycoſthenes 
BT bolons in France for a whole day to- —.. 
gether. A terrible Perſecution was 
F raiſed againſt the profeſſors of the. 
F truth in Africa, by Genſevicks, Theo- 
$ doricus the King of the Yiſigeths war: 


F ring againſt A:ci/e, was ſlain, 


' 4A.D. 448. A Comet was feen in 
the ſign of Leo, continuing many dayes. 
(r) there folowed a Prodigiout r Herlicins 
Earth quake in the Eaftf. Attila op- Eckſtormiu$ 
preſſed and deſtroyed a great part of 

J-Jtaly. The YVencttians periſhed by a 

# Flood. The Entichean Herclic began 
to prevail, * 


s 


"5 
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A.D. 454. (circiter) There were 
divers appearances of a b/azing Star 
| which was afſtended with Earth- 5 Sigedertus 

quakes. (c) The Emperonr dGicd. punccius, Ala « 
| 4ttils after he had deſtroyed ſeventy ſted. | 
Cities in the Eff, and conquered the 
PForthern parts, came with five hun» 
© Srcd thouſand Souldiers, and making 
; racfyl Devaſtations in Germ1vy, was 
himſ(cif ain in a bloody Battle with 
| Aitivus. 
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x0 A Diſcourſe 
artiur.. Rome was taken and ſpoiled} 
by Genſericur, 61 


_ Hiftorians make mention of two © 
* #Zavater, zy- ther Cmets obſcrved in this Century, 
coſthenes, Al- The one ( +) A.D. 450. which was fol- 
Nedius, lowed witha ſore Pcit amongſt miſc « 
rable Mortals. The other A.D. 48: 
Aﬀter which great troubles were raiſed 
by 4rias Hereticks Gaudamond the 
King of the Yaudets became the au 
thour of a great Pcrſccution, n 
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Concerning Comets, 


CHAP. V. 


Of Comets which appearea berwrim the Near 5oo 
and 1COO, with ſome remark ble Ewcnts. 


| D. 51g. A Rearded Comer apprared 26 
cayes, in the Eft, pointing weſtward. (« ) 
Aſter which there was a wonderful Eatth- quake 
whereby many ( not only perſons but ) whoie Ci- 
tics periched. 

A. D. 533. A formidable Comet apprared 
in the Moneth of December, in the ſign of Sagit- 
terre, (w) This was followed with an Earth- 
Guake, - A popular tumult it Conſtantimple, A 
Plague at Anrioch and in other places, The Hang 

caute troubles in Europe. 

A.D. 541. A notable Comet appeared on 
[Eaſter Day. (x) There followed an univerſal 

Earth quake in the which r2id4mon, Corres and 

Anaz.erbum, did cbove other places ſuffer damage. 

Totilas overcame Demetrin: in a Sca-fight, took 
| ſeveral Cities and Conntricyd. The m+morible 

changes wherein Beliſ.ari»s was concerned. hap- 

ncd about this tme. Tor/atte King of che Get ot has 
Fas called Flayelum dei Gods Scourge. Mt 
Stcd acruel Perſecution againſt the Chet fant 


Fhich'were at this time in /- 4.7. 
® Ca gs ex Cedreno, Allted, w Calvidus Pretors 
ited.” *$-Lycolinencs, Rockenbachius, | 
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A-D. 55s. A Comet inthe form of a Lana 
or Spear was ſeen inthe North, poirti: g Well 
.ward. (») Alter which Rowe was taken by 7 
tilts The Hun: waſtcd Frencia and T havingie 

A.D. 586. A Comet appeared fora Menerhif 
(z) lr. is obſerved, that this Comet was attende 

.. with the death of many Princes. And the Wa 
between Aaxritins and the Perfians, Allo, 
ſearſul inundatiqn,and the Plague in /ra/y hapne 
- ot lang afcer. 
 ,8D.594. A formidable Blazing Star appea 
ed io7-nxar7, for a Moneth tcgettier, and 
__ both in the morning and in the evening. (#s 
-.. after this, /caly was afflited wih Armies 
|. © Loeaſfs, A lore Drought. Famine, and th 
* *Smord were the wolul attendants of this Proff 
,figie. | 
P  A.D. 600. ( circirey ) A Comet Horrendou# 
to.bchold, appearcd fix Moncths together. (5 
At axritivs ( the Emperour ) was by the Liſhop 
. Romer inſtigation Murdered by Phocas, Greal + 
. contentions were kindled between the Biſhops 
_ Reme and Conſtantinople, The former, was no 
. Cegl-red to be the univerſal head of the Church; 
- Ever fi:ice this time the Biſhops of Rewe bali*c 
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Concerning Comets, FF 
Deen no better then Blazing Stars. Four Years 
aſter (c )this, another Comet was ſeen in the 

oneths of April and XMoy,& again in November, 
{& December, + Notlong aſtcr which Cofrees the 
King of Per 4 gricvouſly infeſted the Rowan Emd 
pirc, He delivered nincty thouſand Chriftiang 
into the hands of the 7ews, to be by them with 
* wicked hands ſlain and murdered. 


A-«D. 625. Another Comet appeared. About 


this time + Mabower began to diffuſe his pefſtife4 
' Tous DoQrine. He had an apoſtate Afouk te 

help him in compoſing his diabolical Religion, 
whereby much of that part of che World, which 
” had been enlightned with the Sun of Riga 
neſs, was overwhelmed again with the darkneſs 
| of Infidelity. He is therefore fitly ſet forth inthe 44 
| pocalyp/e,by the type of a Star falling to the Earth 
\.& a ſmoke ariſing therefrom, whereby the Sunbe 
' the Air was darkened; And 1t is not to be wone 

dred at, if ſo great a Plague to the World as 
' Mahometiſm, is, was preceded and attended 
with Blazing Stars, asin the after Relations will 
, appear» Never was the dominion of any Nav 
«$ion ſpread (o far, and inſo ſhore a time as thay 
«of the Sarazens. Jn the ſpace of about fonred - 
ſcare Years chere was added to the Diabolical . 


w | < colthenes, + viz. Anno, 610. ut babet Alfted, i Chrog 
"Cap.28, + Calviſius, Hevelius, & alji jn enaul$GR%s 
ths Conctan 11an/poncte videntur. ' , _—_ 
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Kirgdome of Mabomer , Paleftina, Syria, both 
Armenias, a\molt all the lefſer Aſia, Perſia, India 
Egypt, Numidia, all Barbary, Pertugal, Spain, 
reat pare of 7taly, as alſo Sicily, Candy, Cypras 
bel hough many uf theſe p'accs were not ſub 
jugited to Mabomer, until the next Century. In} 
a word, the Sarazens are not without reaſon 
thought to be intended by the f-ſ# wo Tramper, 
(Cd) Prophelicd of in the Revelation. Thofe 
tormenting Scorpions pr.'ved a bitcer Plague to 
the Chriſtian World, more eſpecially tor the 
ſaace of five prophetical Moneths (6. e, 15 
Years;) and the times were then ſo woful, as thatif 
wen aid in thoſe daje: ſetk Death, but conld nor find 
$t, Rer.g9.6. 
.-. F.D. 633. ABl:zing Star in form of a Sword 
Aanding towards the South appeared for aff * 
Moneth. (ec) This was attended with an Earth 
quake for thirty daycs together. Abount this 
rime the Sarazens ſubjugated Jeruſalem, pameſ- { 
'£63, and all Syria. t 
A. D. 676. ( Circiter) a Comet was feen . 
n 
4 
g 


divers times. (7) Once it appeared for three 
Moneths together, being ſcenin the Morning in 
ArgoaP, rilirgin the Eaf. In appearance likey | 
- untoa l-ming Pillar. The Plague and Famine 
tolowed, alloa great Drought, 1o that i rained 


\_ dy Mede inlecum, e Funcciuvs, Lavater, Alſted, 
.gebcrt, f Sigebert, Ziff. Fecleſ, Cent, 7,Col3. 
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Conctrning Comm. 
not (eg) in ſome places for the ſpace of three years 
| cogether, The Sarazens came with a great fleet 
Into Sicily, and brake in upon the Rowan Empire 
like a flood. Pope Dna diced this year. - 
'# AD. 634. A Comet was ſeen -in the 
Moneths of December, fanuary, and February. 
It was obſerved in the Cay time as well as in the 
night, near the ſeven Stars, ſhining with a dim 
light not unlike to that of the Moon when cover- 
ed with a thin Cloud. (+6) After this, moſt hor- 
| ible Thander Rtorms, Plagues, Famine, and 
FlooJs followed, to the amazing ruine of mortals. 
#8 Alſo the dircful flames of Yeſavius , brake forth 
{F-to the no ſmall cerrour and confuſion of the Coun 
| trey adjacent. 6 
A.D. 729. Some (5s) write of ewo Comets 
appeating this ycar at the ſame time, viz. in the 
Moneth of Fanwary. The one in the Morning 
before the Sun, the other in the evening after Sun 
f{et, But others do more probably conceive that 
by reaſon of its great declination, the ſame Co- 
met appeared bgth in the morning and in the 
evening, (&) A terrible Plague followed in ma« 
ny places, eſpecially at Conſtantinople in which Ci- 
ty three hundred thouſand were [wept away by 
# that Beſom of DeftruRtion. The Sarezens in- 
SF & Bellarmine Chronol. ix Anno 673. Alftedius Chron. 
* Cap. 49, & in Encycloped. P.2171, b Platinain vida Bene- 
bt, Lavater, Alited, Ricciolus. # Lycofthenes, Lavater . 
: Palnerius, Alſtedinas, & Ricciolus, Appianus, & «liz. 
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vaded Spain, The Longobards fell upon 7:aly.be: 
 fFieped Rome it ſelf. 4+ Woful Tumults andfj 

Schifins were amongl(t profcſſed Chriſtians abour 
the worſhipping of Images. Not long after this 
the Chriſtians under the condutt of Charleeh 
Marth flew above three hundred thouſand Sf | 
FAaEeNRF. | 

AD. 745. A Comet appeared in the Jatter 
end of this year. (1) Various Diſeaſes and much 
Sickneſs was obſerved to follow, in ſpecial aff. 
Pla gue of three years continuance miſerably de- 
populated Sicily, the Mediteranean Ifhanas, and 
all Greeet, 

A.D. 763. ABlazing Star appeared for theſf 
Tpace of ten dayes in the Eaſt. (#») After that 
jn the Weſt twenty one dayes. Another Comet 
was ſeen advut two years after this, Remarkablef | 
Events attending theſe Prodigies, were, the 7 wrkeſj | 
breaking in upon Armenie,; an intollerable cold 
Win:er, and after that as fiery a Summer, and aff 
yery afflitive Drought. 

A. D. 814. A moſt firange kind of Comet] 
was obſerved in the Moneth of November. (=) 
Both the Light and the Figure of ic was amazing 
$0 behold. it appeared like two Moons mectingy ' 

| 
| 


+ Hofpinian de Origize imagimem P.59. v. Mordens Geo 
graphy, P. 33.1 Funccius, Hevelius, Allied, Prztorius. 
Hift, Eccleſ, Cent, $. Cap. 23, » Camerarius Appe 
Chroagl, Niceph. P.54. Allted, 
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an! departing, and ſome. irges tixe a Min without 


an Head The princi;.al Event atcending cus 


Pr\tigy was the deati of Coarles the Great. The 
Einperour himleif was aſtoniſhed at this Comet, 
(if we may c-llit a Comet) ſuppoſing it to por- 
tend his own De:th and great changes to follow 
in his Dominions. 

A.D. 837. A Comet (o) appeared in April m 
the ſign of / ergo, and in .he ſpace of 25 cayes 
paſſed (hrough Leog Cancer, and Gemini, until it 
came into the head of Tanrns, and thire dilap- 
peared under the fect of Auriga. The next year 
another ( or tic ſame again) Comet appeared 


| in Autumn, in Libre, it was (een in the morning 
before Sun riſe, ard of an horrendous aſpect. 


The Spring following another ( or the ſame Co- 
met) appeared in Aries, it was ſcen in the E: 
ycning. 

A. D. $42. A Comet was obſerved in Aqua: 


wins. (p) 


A.D. 344. A Comet was obſerved by 4/bs- 
maſar to be above Venus, As for the remarkable 
Events attending theſe Comets, thus frequently 
appearing in ſo ſhort a ſpace, there are many 


-memorable paſſages noted by Hiſtorians as bap- 


ning about this time. ec gyThe death of the 
Empcrour Ludovices Pins, an&of Pipin King of 


e Calviſius, Hevelivs, p Funccius, Eckſlormivs, Car- 


E 4 * France - 


Conceracez ' . _—. 
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$ A Difconrfe 
'. DFrarce, The Sarazens came upon Ttaly like a 
fl-od. not leaving Rome it felt untouched; many i 
of them periſhed in the waters as they returred 
ito Africa, (q) An unhappy War brake out | mz 
between Lotharins and his two Brethren Lewis || the 
and Charies, Amighty Army was brought in- Þ thi 
to tte Field, Lotbarins was worſted. The preat- Þ| thi 
eſt part of the Nobility and Flowcr of the French Þ Fr 
lation was ſlain, * Nor long aſtcr this in Ger- lid 
mary, Famine prevailed fo as that the Parents did 
Eat their own Chilren, and ſometimes Children Yin 
gheir Parents, aft 
A.D. 868. A Comet appeared (r) which Bo 
was attended with a great Earth-quake, The I ma 
next year the Emperour Lothayixs died, The F Ci 
Danes ervelly walled England, fo did the Slavi || to 
do in Batavia at the ſame time. Aſichae! the Þ|f ſo 
Emoerour of the -Eaſt. was deprived of the ufe {| an 
of” his rcaſon, one of the mcareſt of his Servants 
killed him, and became an Emperour, berween þ of 
whom anf the $erezens there were great conflits, |f fel 
The G»eek and Latine Churches were at variance, || mi 
and,the Patriarch of Con#antinople was depoled. ff be 
AD. $74. A Blazing Star with long and fiery || th 
Beams appeared in the bcginning of A4pri/, conti- | K 
noing for a Moneth, being tcen in the day as well } Z, 
as in che night (s) The nextycar a Ccmect whoſe Þþ py 
q Imperial #iftery, * Alſigd Chronol. Cap 25, ry La- ve, 
vater. Alſted & aff. s HeCtor Boethius L. 10. Fol. 208, | 
Alitedius, Rockenbachius © aJji babent Annvm £76. y  &® 
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Concerning Comets. | "Fg 
colour was more red then uſcth to be, the tail 
very long, was ſcen in the Moneth of ane, The 
Plague and Famine followed, The cruel Danes 
mace more fearful ſlaughters in England, until 
they got the Land into their poſſeſſion. Erbugs 
the Ricg of Scocland, and the Emperour Lewie 
the ſecond Cicd this year, lhe Grrmans invade 
France with an Army. Jtaly was again forely af- 
fliaed with the Sarezens. 

A D. 882. A Comet with a long tail was ſeen 
in the Moneth of Fanuery (r) within e few dayes 
aſter which Lewis the King of Germayxy died, al-... 
ſo the King of France died that year. The Nore 
mens ſell upon Germany, and burned the famous 
City of Trevire, Thete was this year an attempe 
to poyſon the Pope ( 7obs the Bb.) but the poy» 
ſon not being ſtrong enough, one took an hammer 
and knocked out his brains. 

A.D. 902, A Comet appeared inthe moneth 
of May, for forty dayes. (v} The Hangariant 
fell with a great Army upon /:aly, deflroying fa- 
mous Cities. And in Lombera) they laid all waſte 
beſore them. The Saraz.xy ſpoiled Greece, and 
the iſlands of the Jediterravean Sea, Lewirthe 
Kirg of the Longebargs being taken Priſoner by 
Berengerims ( the Popes Emperour) had his cyes 
Put out, Soon after this n»»a/dns the King of 
Scotland died, 

: Calvifius, Lycoſthenes, Alſtedius. u Alſtedius babet 
,£81,m 500, ali v210 emum 904+ Calrifius, i 
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A.D. 912; A rcd fiery Comet appeared ifMo 
the lign of Capricorn. (w) After this the Hanſbgri 
arians Cauſed woſul D-lolations in Germanivzev 
here was allo a great inundation of Waters ufthe 
Saxony. The Empcrour Lewis the ſecond bavingg of 
all ſucceſs in his Wars, dicd with grief, A/rxan«rf} vic 
the Empcrour of the Eaft, was taken ill as he vah 
playing at Ball 3 the next day Byvod iſſuing ouſt Ea: 
of all parts of his Body died. Anaſtaſivs the Th 
ye, and Abaal the Sarazen; King died this yeat 
allo. : wal 
A.D. 942: A Comet appearcd in the Monethſ 
of November continuing for about fourteen dayc 
(:) There followed Civil Wars in /raly. A great | 
dition and Rebcllion in France, The T7 ur 
invaded Torace. Conſtantine the King of Scot 
land betook himſelf to a Monaſtary. Lhere wal! 
great Mortality of all forts of living Creatures / 
and ſome parts of the World were affli&ed with} de 
a ſorc Famine. bl 
A.D: 944. A Comet appeared which was E1 
of maryclious magnitude near Co//i-pes, wiihf} © 
. fiery Beams iſſuing ſrom it. (y) The Plague th 
Floods, and Famine followed. V 
A-D. 975. Afﬀicry Blazing Star was ſcen iff fe 
the Moncth of Augaſt, continuing for eighth 


w Lycoſthenes, Hermannus, Onidem babent enuf 
9098. Mizaldus baber amnumg13, x Eckitermius, Alltediv 
Calviſius, y Lycolthenes, Lavater, c, eo 
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Concerning Comttr, 

oneths together. (=) The Emperour Otto, 
gricvouſty waſted Bohemia, which injuries were 
gevenged by the Duke of Bavaria. Zimiſcas 
the Emperour w as poyſoned. Cwiinxs the King 
of Scoriand, Albaca the King of Cordabain Spain 
died. 

A.D. 084. A Blazing Star was ſeen, (a) An 
Earth quake, Wars, Plague, Famine followed, 
The Emperour and the Pope died. 
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CHAP, Yle. 
A Continuance of the Hiſtory of Comets, with 
the Events attending them unto the Tear 1200; 


[A D. 1000, An horrendous Comet was ſeen 
appearing in the Moneth of December, a«- 

'dout 944 Þ M. (6) There followed a moſt terri- 
ble Earth quake. And great Wars berween the 
Emperour of Conſt antineple and the Bulgarians, 
Otto the Emperour killed Creſcrntins who was then 
the principal man in civil power at Rome, whoſe 
Wic'ow gave the Emperour a pair ef Gloves in- 
ſeacd with Poylon, which proved his Death, 
Ekfard the Duke of Sexo»y put in ſor the Impe- 
 Tial Crown, but he was rcfiited by the States of 


|." 2 Calviſjus. e Lycoſthenes, Alſtedius, þ Wolkus ex 
\ Chronol. Sax, Alitedius, Calviius, Oſher de fata Ecclef., 
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the Empire, baniſhed, and the next year killedBy 
England was grievoully infeſted by the crue 
Dexes. In Scetland the fiſh Cied in the waters, f 
as that they were in great multitules caſt upon 
the ſhoar, putrifying and ftinking, that the air 
was corrupted, and fickneſs followed. Aiſo 
rievous Famine attended this Comet, and a pro- 
igionus Drought, ſo as that both Men and Cattle 
died of thirſt, moſt of the great Rivers in Europe 
Wight be waded over, 
. AD. 1005: 4 Blazing Star horrible to behold 
was ſccnflaming inthe Heaven in the (c) Spring 
time, for the ſpace of thirteen dayes. And (4) 
apain in Ofober, There followed a moſt fearf 
Plague continuipg for three years. In ſome pla« 
ces whileſt the living were burying the dead, they 
drew their laft breath, and were thrown into the 
Grave with thoſe whom they intended to leave 
there. Many whole Cities were utterly [aid waſt 
thereby. Arid the Villages were empticd of 
their Inhabitanrs, ſo as that the Cattle belonging 
go them had none to own them or look aſter them, 
Above half che Inhabitants of Germaxy were ſwept 
away with that Beſom of Defiruction. A War 
alſs between the Emperour of Germany and the 
Polanatr: followed this Comet. The Duke of 
\Lorain ( who was the laſt of Carolus Maguns his 


" e Pratorics, 4 Lycoſthenes, Sigebertus, Cal- 
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EPoſterity) died. Baldwin the Zarlof Flenders 
took up arms againſt his Uncle Godfria Duke of 
Arden whom the Emperour had conflituted Suc- 
08 cefſour to the Duke of Lorain. About this time 
there were great tumults and blood ſhed in Ger- 
waxy, occalioned by the Emperours impoſing 
Mtingarans as Arch: biſhop of Triers, whenas 
Alelbey was before choſen, and the Duke of Bave® 
ia ingaped in his quartel againſt the Emperour. 

A D. 1009. A Southern Comer terrible to 
behold was ſeen in the latter end of ALay. (te) 
An unhappy Civil War in Germany followed, In 
the Moneth of Auguſt, a grea: flcet of Danes lan- 
ded in Erng/arnd, and cruelly deſtroyed the Inhabi- 
| tants of the Sea coaſt. This \c:r allo Pope Fohn 
18. deſcended to his own place, whoſe Succefſors 
Narme was * Peter Hogs Snout, beiffg aſhamed of 
his Swiniſh Name ( thovgh not of bis Swiniſh nas 
ture) he called himſelf Sergins, ever fince 
wich, it hath been the faſhjon for thoſe that ar- 
 Tive at the Popedome to have a new name given 
to them. The next year the Duke of Saxony 
died. The Sarazens deitroyed that moſt ſump- 
tuous Church which the Chriſtians had built in 
feruſakm, a.,d burned down many Monaſterirg 
and Religions Houſer, The Normans made woful 
ha vock in the Netherlands, burning the Cities of 
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